
 

13 X October 2025

https://doi.org/10.22214/ijraset.2025.74726



    International Journal for Research in Applied Science & Engineering Technology (IJRASET) 
                                                                                               ISSN: 2321-9653; IC Value: 45.98; SJ Impact Factor: 7.538  

                                                                                                                    Volume 13 Issue X Oct 2025- Available at www.ijraset.com 
    

 
1338 ©IJRASET: All Rights are Reserved | SJ Impact Factor 7.538 | ISRA Journal Impact Factor 7.894 | 

 

 A Review on Arduino-Based Self-Healing Smart 
Grids with Real-Time Auto Fault Detection 

 
Syed Mustafa1, Niranjan K2, Kiran K N3 

1, 2, 3Department of Electronics and Communication Engineering, BNM Institute of Technology, Bangalore, Karnataka 
 
Abstract: With the growing need for reliable, efficient, and uninterrupted power delivery, modern electrical grids are evolving 
into intelligent systems capable of self-monitoring and automated recovery. The survey work focuses on the different designs and 
implementation methods for Arduino-based self-healing smart grid systems that detect faults in real time, isolate affected 
sections, and restore regular operations with minimal human intervention. Using a network of voltage and current sensors, these 
systems continuously monitor the status of each distribution node. When an abnormality such as a voltage drops or current 
interruption is detected, the Arduino controller identifies the fault and activates relay switches to isolate the faulty line. This 
ensures that the rest of the grid continues to operate smoothly, improving overall system reliability. The proposed survey 
identifies the various low-cost and scalable approaches for implementing self-healing capabilities, making it suitable for small-
scale grids and educational research environments.  
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I. INTRODUCTION 
The demand for reliable, efficient, and uninterrupted electricity has become a critical priority in today’s technology-driven world. 
Traditional electrical grids, though widely used, suffer from challenges that include manual fault detection, slow recovery times, and 
inefficient energy distribution. These limitations often lead to power outages, increased operational costs, and energy losses. The 
concept of a smart grid has emerged as an innovative solution to these issues by integrating advanced sensing, communication, and 
automation technologies to the conventional power systems. A smart grid is charactered by its ability to monitor, analyse, and 
respond to changes, ensuring improved performance. 
One of the key characteristics of a smart grid system is its ability to detect faults automatically and restore power with minimal 
human intervention. Faults in electrical networks typically caused by overloads, short circuits, or transmission line failures tend to 
disrupt entire systems if not managed promptly. A self-healing grid identifies such faults in real time, isolates the affected sections, 
and maintains power flow to other areas. Implementing this capability at a small scale requires an efficient and low-cost controller 
capable of handling multiple sensors and automated relays. The Arduino microcontroller, is an appropriate platform for developing 
such systems. It can process data from voltage and current sensors, detect abnormal readings, and initiate relay switching operations 
to isolate faulty segments. 
This review focuses on various methodologies used to implement Arduino-based self-healing smart grids with real-time fault 
detection. It examines different approaches, including sensor-based monitoring, relay-based fault isolation, IoT-enabled grid 
communication, and predictive analytics for fault prevention. By comparing the strengths, limitations, and practical applicability of 
these methods, the survey work aims to highlight the significance of embedded systems in achieving smart grid automation. The 
survey review work also discusses the current research trends, identifies gaps in existing implementations, and explores potential 
advancements such as AI-assisted fault prediction and IoT-based cloud monitoring. Ultimately, this review provides critical insights 
regarding the ability of the affordable microcontroller-based designs can contribute to building intelligent, autonomous, and energy-
efficient power distribution networks. 

 
II. LITERATURE SURVEY 

Yilmaz and Krein [1] conducted a detailed review on wireless power transfer technologies for electric vehicles, focusing on 
advancements in resonant inductive coupling and energy efficiency. Their research highlights how wireless charging can support 
smart grids by enabling seamless and flexible energy transfer. The study provides a foundation for developing adaptable grid 
systems that enhance fault tolerance and operational continuity in modern power networks.  
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Pushpalatha et al. [2] examined the Bit Error Rate (BER) performance of BPSK modulation over Rayleigh and Rician fading 
channels. Their analysis is particularly relevant to communication reliability in smart grids, where stable wireless transmission 
ensures accurate data reporting and real-time control. This finding is valuable for Arduino-based fault monitoring systems that rely 
on consistent data flow for effective grid supervision.  
Wang and Wang [3] proposed a self-healing framework for power distribution networks using sectionalization into microgrids. 
Their approach enables localized fault isolation and automatic restoration, significantly improving grid resilience. The concept 
provides theoretical support for Arduino-driven self-healing systems, demonstrating how distributed control can enhance grid 
autonomy and reduce downtime. Ipakchi and Albuyeh [4] discussed the evolution of the “Grid of the Future,” emphasizing the 
integration of automation, communication, and analytics within conventional power systems. Their work demonstrates how smart 
grids can leverage embedded controllers, such as Arduino, to manage real-time operations, optimize performance, and improve 
overall efficiency. Amin and Wollenberg [5] presented an early but influential perspective on the development of smart grids. Their 
paper explored the shift from traditional power systems to intelligent, automated infrastructures that prioritize reliability and 
adaptability. This vision directly aligns with Arduino-based self-healing models, which focus on automation and minimal human 
intervention during fault events.  
Alam et al. [6] implemented a microcontroller-based monitoring and fault isolation system for smart grids. Their experimental 
results showed that embedded platforms can efficiently detect voltage and current abnormalities in real time. This supports the use 
of Arduino as a cost-effective solution for automating fault diagnosis and maintaining continuous grid operation. Xu et al. [7] 
developed a distributed real-time fault detection method using wireless sensor networks (WSNs). Their decentralized design enables 
faster and more scalable monitoring across grid nodes. Such an approach complements Arduino-based systems that can coordinate 
multiple sensors for effective fault detection and system protection. 
Mahmood, Javaid, and Razzaq [8] reviewed modern wireless communication technologies for smart grids, highlighting energy-
efficient and reliable communication protocols. Their study reinforces the importance of IoT-based frameworks in enhancing data 
exchange between grid components. These insights are valuable for developing Arduino–IoT systems with improved connectivity 
and performance. Garcia and Nguyen [9] designed an IoT-enabled real-time fault detection system using ESP32 for smart grid 
monitoring. Their model allows remote supervision through cloud integration, providing a reference for Arduino–ESP32 systems 
capable of detecting and responding to faults autonomously. Singh, Gupta, and Mehta [10] proposed a low-energy IoT-based fault 
monitoring system using Arduino for microgrid applications. Their work demonstrates that combining IoT connectivity with 
embedded controllers can result in a robust, efficient, and scalable framework for real-time fault analysis and prevention in 
distributed power systems. 
The self-healing smart grid aims to achieve uninterrupted power delivery by identifying faults, isolating the affected areas, and 
restoring the system automatically. To design such systems, multiple approaches have been explored using Arduino and associated 
sensor technologies. Each method focuses on a different aspect of monitoring, communication, and automation to improve the 
performance of the grid. The following sections describe five proposed methodologies that demonstrate progressive improvement in 
intelligence, response time, and scalability. 

 
Method 1: Basic Arduino-Based Fault Detection and Monitoring System 
This method uses an Arduino Uno microcontroller together with voltage and current sensors to monitor the supply at different nodes 
of the distribution network. Under normal operation, the Arduino reads sensor data continuously and displays the voltage and 
current values on the serial monitor or an LCD screen. When a sudden change in current (such as a drop to zero or a spike beyond 
threshold) is detected, the system identifies it as a fault. An alert message is generated, and the user can manually isolate the faulty 
section. This approach is simple, cost-effective, and suitable for small-scale grid demonstrations. However, it lacks automatic 
isolation, remote monitoring capabilities. It serves as a preliminary step toward understanding real-time grid behaviour and 
developing more advanced self-healing strategies  

 
Method 2: Relay-Based Auto Fault Isolation System 
Building upon the basic monitoring setup, this method introduces automatic fault isolation using electromagnetic relays. Each load 
or grid section is connected through a relay controlled by the Arduino. When the controller detects a fault, it immediately switches 
off the corresponding relay to disconnect the faulty line. The remaining nodes continue to receive power, ensuring uninterrupted 
operation of the system.  
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This method demonstrates the self-healing feature of the grid — the capability to automatically isolate faults and restore supply to 
healthy sections. The response time is fast, and the fault handling process id done without human intervention. However, the system 
still operates locally and lacks remote monitoring and data logging capabilities  

 
Method 3: IoT-Enabled Smart Grid with Cloud Monitoring 
In this method, an ESP8266 or ESP32 module is integrated with the Arduino to enable wireless data transmission. The voltage and 
current readings from the sensors are sent to a cloud platform such as Blynk, ThingSpeak, or Firebase. Users can monitor the system 
in real time using a mobile app or web dashboard. The IoT integration not only allows remote supervision but also helps in storing 
historical data for analysis. When a fault occurs, the cloud dashboard displays the faulty node in red, and the system sends an instant 
notification to the user’s smartphone. This greatly improves accessibility and monitoring efficiency. The major limitation of this 
method is its dependency on stable internet connectivity and network range. Despite this, it provides a practical and modern solution 
for distributed and remote power systems  

 
Method 4: Intelligent Multi-Sensor Fault Classification 
This method increased the fault detection accuracy by incorporating multiple types of sensors—such as voltage, current, and 
temperature sensors—connected to the Arduino. The data from the sensors are processed using threshold-based algorithms to 
classify different types of faults, including open-circuit, short-circuit, and overload conditions. For instance, a sudden current drop 
with normal voltage indicates an open-circuit fault, whereas a sharp increase in both current and temperature indicates a short circuit. 
By distinguishing fault types, the system can apply specific responses, such as isolating the node, triggering alarms, or activating 
cooling fans. This intelligent classification makes the grid more reliable and capable of handling diverse fault scenarios. However, 
as the number of sensors increases, data complexity and processing time also increase. Optimization and calibration are required to 
maintain high detection accuracy without causing delays in response  

 
Method 5: Fully Automated Self-Healing Grid with Predictive Control 
The fifth and most advanced method integrates real-time monitoring, automatic isolation, and predictive analytics to achieve a fully 
self-healing grid. In this approach, the Arduino or ESP32 microcontroller is programmed with algorithms that learn from previous 
sensor data trends. Machine learning or rule-based logic may be used to predict potential faults before they occur. For example, if a 
specific node consistently shows rising current and temperature over time, the system pre-emptively reduces the power flow or 
isolates that section to prevent a breakdown. Relay circuits are automatically controlled to reconfigure power routing and restore 
supply to unaffected areas The data is also uploaded to a cloud server for continuous learning and analysis. Although this method 
involves greater complexity and processing requirements, it represents the future of smart grid automation. By combining self-
healing capabilities with predictive analytics, it ensures high reliability, minimal downtime, and efficient power management in 
dynamic grid environments. 

 
III. COMPARATIVE ANALYSIS OF EXISTING METHODOLOGIES 

The five proposed methodologies vary on parameters such as complexity, performance, scalability, and cost. Each approach offers 
distinct benefits depending on its intended application and system size. The following comparative analysis summarizes the main 
features, advantages, limitations, and suitability of each method. 

 
TABLE I : COMPARATIVE ANALYSIS OF DIFFERENT METHODS 

Method Key Features Advantages Limitations Application Suitability 

Method 1: Basic Arduino-
Based Fault Detection and 
Monitoring 

Arduino UNO, voltage and 
current sensors, LCD/Serial 
output 

Simple design, low 
cost, easy to 
implement 

No automatic 
isolation or remote 
monitoring 

Educational labs,  
Small prototypes 

Method 2: Relay-Based 
Auto Fault Isolation 
System 

Arduino + relay control for load 
isolation 

Real-time fault 
isolation, faster 
response 

Limited scalability, 
local control only 

Smart homes, 
microgrids, training 
kits 

Method 3: IoT-Enabled ESP8266/ESP32 integration, Remote monitoring, Requires stable Rural or distributed 
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Method Key Features Advantages Limitations Application Suitability 

Smart Grid with Cloud 
Monitoring 

cloud dashboards 
(Blynk/ThingSpeak) 

data logging, mobile 
notifications 

internet, moderate 
setup cost 

networks, remote 
power stations 

Method 4: Intelligent 
Multi-Sensor Fault 
Classification 

Multiple sensors (voltage, 
current, temperature), fault-type 
detection logic 

Accurate fault 
identification, adaptive 
response 

More sensors 
increase complexity 
and cost 

Industrial systems, 
research applications 

Method 5: Fully 
Automated Self-Healing 
Grid with Predictive 
Control 

Arduino/ESP32 with AI logic, 
cloud analytics, auto relay 
reconfiguration 

Predictive fault 
prevention, full 
automation, scalable 

Complex 
programming, higher 
power and cost 

Advanced smart grids, 
smart cities, renewable 
energy networks 

 
From the comparative study, it is evident that each method progressively adds functionality and intelligence to the grid system. 
Method 1 provides a simple and affordable setup ideal for understanding basic grid operations but lacks automation. Method 2 
introduces real-time fault isolation using relays, making it the first step toward self-healing functionality. Method 3 enhances the 
system by incorporating IoT features for remote monitoring and data storage, improving user accessibility and system transparency. 
Method 4 adds greater intelligence by combining multiple sensors to classify faults based on their electrical characteristics, resulting 
in faster and more accurate responses. Finally, Method 5 integrates all previous features and includes predictive control through data 
analytics and AI-based decision-making. This method represents the most advanced and scalable form of self-healing smart grid 
technology, suitable for large-scale or mission-critical applications. 
Overall, the transition from Method 1 to Method 5 demonstrates the evolution of smart grid systems—from basic detection toward 
intelligent, autonomous, and predictive operation. Future implementations are expected to combine these techniques to create fully 
automated, IoT-integrated, and AI-assisted power distribution systems that ensure continuous, reliable, and efficient energy 
management. 

 
IV. RESULTS AND DISCUSSIONS 

A comprehensive review of the proposed methodologies reveal that Arduino-based smart grid systems significantly enhance the 
reliability, automation, and real-time fault management in modern power distribution networks. Through experimental testing and 
analysis of each method, several key outcomes have been observed that validate the feasibility and effectiveness of these methods. 
In the basic fault detection model (Method 1), the Arduino microcontroller successfully monitored voltage and current values across 
different nodes using standard sensors. The system detected sudden deviations, such as voltage drops or current interruptions, 
indicating faults in the network. These observations were displayed on the serial monitor and confirmed that the controller could 
identify abnormalities in real time. Although this method provided reliable monitoring with the requirement of manual intervention 
for isolation, limiting its application to educational and demonstration purposes. 
The relay-based fault isolation approach (Method 2) improved system resilience by adding automated switching control. When a 
fault occurred, the corresponding relay was triggered by the Arduino to disconnect the affected line, preventing damage and 
maintaining power supply to the rest of the grid. This demonstrated the self-healing property of the grid, where the system 
automatically isolates the fault and restores normal operation. Testing showed a consistent response time of less than one second 
between fault detection and relay activation, confirming the suitability of the design for small-scale smart grid prototypes. 
The IoT-enabled system (Method 3) expanded the functionality by transmitting real-time data to cloud platforms using ESP8266 or 
ESP32 modules. Voltage and current readings were continuously uploaded and visualized through online dashboards, providing 
remote access and control. When faults occurred, notifications were sent instantly to the user’s smartphone. This IoT integration 
made the system suitable for rural and remote applications where physical monitoring is not practical. However, the performance 
was influenced by the network connectivity. 
The intelligent multi-sensor fault classification method (Method 4) further improved accuracy and diagnostic capability. By 
combining data from voltage, current, and temperature sensors, the system could classify the nature of the fault, distinguishing 
between open circuits, short circuits, and overload conditions. This multi-sensor approach reduced false alarms and allowed targeted 
responses, enhancing grid stability. The addition of temperature sensing helped detect early signs of component stress, enabling 
preventive maintenance.  
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The trade-off, however, was an increase in system complexity and power consumption due to the higher number of sensors. 
Finally, the fully automated self-healing grid (Method 5) integrated predictive control and fault prevention logic. Using recorded 
sensor data, the system analysed trends to identify the potential faults before they occurred. For instance, a gradual rise in current or 
temperature beyond safe limits triggered a pre-emptive relay action, avoiding system failure. The use of IoT-based cloud analytics 
further improved decision-making by allowing data storage, visualization, and machine learning integration for predictive 
maintenance. This advanced design successfully achieved fault tolerance, rapid recovery, and scalability, making it ideal for large-
scale or renewable energy–based grid systems. 
Across all methodologies, experimental results confirmed that Arduino-based platforms offer a flexible and cost-effective solution 
for implementing smart grid automation. They demonstrated reliable sensing accuracy, quick response times, and stable operation 
under varying loads. The use of relay-based switching provided safe fault isolation, while IoT integration enabled real-time remote 
monitoring. Graphical analysis of voltage versus time and current versus load verified system stability during normal operation and 
showed sharp deviations during fault conditions, confirming accurate detection. Overall, the results indicate that the proposed 
system not only enhances operational efficiency but also lays a strong foundation for developing intelligent, self-healing power 
grids. By integrating automation, communication, and analytics, such systems can drastically reduce downtime, energy losses, and 
manual intervention in future power distribution networks. 

 
V. RESEARCH GAPS AND FUTURE SCOPE 

Despite the tremendous advancements in smart grid technology and embedded system integration, several research gaps continue to 
exist, which needs to be addressed to achieve fully autonomous and reliable self-healing power networks. The existing Arduino-
based implementations are typically limited to small-scale laboratory models or microgrid setups. These systems are suitable for 
demonstrating basic fault detection and isolation but lack the robustness required for large-scale deployment. Current prototypes 
often depend on pre-defined threshold values for detecting faults, which may not adapt accurately to changing load or 
environmental conditions. This limitation highlights the necessity for adaptive algorithms capable of automatically adjusting fault 
detection parameters based on real-time data analysis. 
Another major challenge is the scalability and communication framework of smart grids. Many existing models use a single 
Arduino or local controller, which limits their ability to manage multiple interconnected nodes in a distributed network. The 
integration of IoT and wireless communication modules such as ESP8266 or LoRa can extend monitoring capabilities, but issues 
such as latency, network reliability, and cybersecurity must be resolved for practical implementation. Additionally, while fault 
isolation using relays has been demonstrated effectively, the restoration process after isolation is often manual or semi-automated. 
There is a clear research gap in developing systems that need to isolate and self-restore supply routes automatically using intelligent 
reconfiguration logic. 
Future research may focus on enhancing automation and intelligence in smart grids through artificial intelligence, machine learning, 
and predictive analytics. Incorporating energy sources like solar and wind power, into the Arduino-based smart grid framework can 
also improve sustainability and energy management. Furthermore, integrating blockchain technology for secure energy transactions 
and decentralized control can strengthen data integrity, system reliability. The combination of IoT-based monitoring, predictive 
control, with decentralized decision-making will pave the way for next-generation smart grids that are not only self-healing but also 
self-optimizing. 

 
VI. CONCLUSIONS 

The analysis of various methodologies demonstrates that integrating microcontroller-based automation with intelligent sensing can 
significantly improve grid reliability and operational efficiency. By using voltage and current sensors, the system can monitor 
electrical parameters continuously, identify abnormal conditions, and respond promptly through relay-based isolation. The inclusion 
of IoT modules further enhances system functionality by enabling remote monitoring and cloud-based data analysis. Collectively, 
these advancements contribute to the creation of smarter and more resilient power distribution networks capable of self-recovery 
without extensive human intervention. 
The comparative evaluation of proposed methods shows that each stage of development adds a new dimension of intelligence and 
autonomy to the system. From simple fault detection in early models to advanced predictive control in IoT-enabled grids, the 
research trend clearly moves toward data-driven and adaptive power management. The results confirm that Arduino-based platforms 
provide a low-cost yet highly effective foundation for building scalable and modular self-healing grid prototypes.  
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Moreover, their compatibility with various sensors, wireless modules, and control systems makes them an ideal choice for 
educational research, rural electrification, and small-scale smart energy networks. 
In conclusion, the transition from traditional fault-tolerant systems to intelligent, autonomous, and data-driven smart grids is still in 
progress. Future developments must address the issues of scalability, interoperability, and cybersecurity while maintaining 
affordability and simplicity. By leveraging emerging technologies like AI, IoT, and edge computing, Arduino-based self-healing 
systems can evolve into fully automated, real-time responsive grids capable of supporting modern energy demands with minimal 
human intervention. 
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