IJRASET

International Journal For Research in
Applied Science and Engineering Technology

" INTERNATIONAL JOURNAL
FOR RESEARCH

IN APPLIED SCIENCE & ENGINEERING TECHNOLOGQGY

Volume: 14 Issue: i Month of publication: March 2026

DOIl: https://doi.org/10.22214/ijraset.2026.78296

www.ijraset.com
Call: (£)08813907089 | E-mail ID: ijraset@gmail.com




International Journal for Research in Applied Science & Engineering Technology (IJRASET)
ISSN: 2321-9653; IC Value: 45.98; SJ Impact Factor: 7.538
Volume 14 Issue 111 Mar 2026- Available at www.ijraset.com

Al Chatbot for Skin Diseases Detection &
Prevention

K. Ahamed Siddig Khan', P. Anirudh?, Dr. J. Sathya Priya®
Velammal Engineering College, India

Abstract: In recent years, smart medical systems have started helping doctors detect diseases earlier. They also help in
monitoring patients over time. Skin diseases are very common across the world. People of all ages can get them. In many places,
diagnosis depends on a doctor checking the skin and giving their opinion. This can sometimes take time and may depend on the
doctor’s experience. In rural areas, people may not even have easy access to a dermatologist. Because of this, researchers are
now using Artificial Intelligence and deep learning to help detect skin diseases. These systems can study images of the skin and
help in identifying possible conditions. This project focuses on building a system that can detect skin diseases using Al and
image processing.

The system works in several steps. First, a skin image is taken using a camera or uploaded by the user. The image is then
cleaned and prepared so that it is easier for the computer to study it. After that, the important area of the skin is separated from
the rest of the image.

Features are then extracted from the image so the system can understand patterns in the skin. A Convolutional Neural Network,
or CNN, is used to classify the disease. This model learns from many training images and becomes better at recognizing different
skin conditions.

The system also includes parameter tuning to improve accuracy and performance. To make the system more helpful for users, an
Al chatbot is also included. The chatbot explains the possible condition, gives basic prevention tips, and shares general treatment
information.

This helps users understand their skin problem better. Test results show that the system can detect skin diseases with good
accuracy and in less time. Because of this, it can be useful for early screening and tele-dermatology, especially in areas where
dermatologists are not easily available.

Keywords: Skin Disease Detection, Deep Learning, Convolutional Neural Networks, Medical Image Processing, Intelligent
Diagnosis, Al Chatbot, Tele-Dermatology.

I.  CONTRIBUTIONS OF THE PROPOSED WORK

The major contributions of this research are summarized as follows:

1) Intelligent Skin Disease Diagnosis Framework: A complete Al-driven framework is proposed for automated skin disease
detection and diagnosis using medical image analysis.

2) Multi-Stage Diagnostic Pipeline: The system follows a structured processing pipeline consisting of image acquisition,
preprocessing, segmentation, feature extraction, and classification, ensuring accurate and reliable diagnosis.

3) Deep Learning-Based Feature Extraction: A CNN architecture is employed to automatically learn discriminative features from
skin images, eliminating the need for manual feature engineering.

4) Optimized Classification Performance: Intelligent parameter tuning strategies are applied to improve convergence stability,
classification accuracy, and computational efficiency.

5) Interactive Chatbot Assistance: An Al-powered chatbot is integrated to provide disease explanations, symptom awareness,
preventive measures, and treatment guidance.

6) Enhanced Accessibility and Usability: The proposed system supports early diagnosis and tele-dermatology applications,
particularly benefiting users in remote and underserved regions.

1. LITERATURE SURVEY
Several studies have explored automated skin disease detection using image processing and machine learning techniques. Early
approaches relied on handcrafted features such as color histograms, texture descriptors, and edge-based features combined with
classifiers like Support Vector Machines (SVM), k-Nearest Neighbours (KNN), and Decision Trees.
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Although these methods achieved moderate success, they suffered from limited generalization capability and sensitivity to image
quality.With the emergence of deep learning, CNN-based approaches have become dominant in medical image analysis. Researchers
have demonstrated that deep CNN architectures such as VGGNet, ResNet, and MaobileNet outperform traditional machine learning
models in skin lesion classification and melanoma detection.

These models automatically learn hierarchical representations, improving diagnostic accuracy. Recent studies have also focused on
optimization techniques to enhance deep learning performance by tuning hyperparameters and reducing overfitting. Additionally, Al
chatbots have been adopted in healthcare for symptom checking, appointment scheduling, and patient education. However, most
existing systems treat diagnosis and chatbot assistance as separate components.The literature reveals a research gap in developing an
integrated framework that combines deep learning-based skin disease diagnosis, intelligent optimization strategies, and chatbot-
assisted interaction within a unified system.

With the emergence of deep learning, Convolutional Neural Networks (CNNSs) transformed medical image analysis by enabling
automatic hierarchical feature learning directly from raw image data. CNN-based models demonstrated superior performance in
dermatological classification tasks, often approaching or even matching expert-level accuracy. Transfer learning further improved
results by fine-tuning pretrained architectures such as VGG, ResNet, and EfficientNet on dermatological datasets, thereby reducing
training time and enhancing generalization.

In addition to classification, segmentation techniques such as U-Net and Fully Convolutional Networks (FCNs) were introduced to
isolate lesion regions before classification. Studies have shown that incorporating segmentation improves model focus on clinically
relevant regions, leading to enhanced diagnostic accuracy.

Recent research trends emphasize advanced architectures, including attention mechanisms and transformer-based models, which
capture global contextual information more effectively.

Ensemble learning techniques combining multiple deep learning models have also been explored to improve robustness and reduce
misclassification. Beyond image-based analysis, Natural Language Processing (NLP) and chatbot systems have been developed to
collect symptom information and provide preliminary medical guidance. However, most existing systems operate independently as
either image classifiers or symptom-based chatbots, lacking an integrated framework that combines visual analysis with
conversational reasoning.

1. PROPOSED SYSTEM ARCHITECTURE
The proposed system architecture is designed as a modular and scalable framework to support real-time skin disease diagnosis. The
system consists of five major modules: image acquisition, preprocessing, feature extraction, classification, and user interaction.Skin
images are captured using mobile devices or dermatoscopic equipment and uploaded through a web-based interface. The backend
system processes the images and performs automated diagnosis using a trained deep learning model. The results are communicated
to users through a visual interface and an Al chatbot, ensuring interpretability and accessibility. The segmented lesion image is then
passed to the deep learning-based classification module, which utilizes a Convolutional Neural Network (CNN) trained on labeled
dermatological datasets.
The CNN automatically extracts hierarchical features from the lesion image, beginning with low-level patterns such as edges and
textures and progressing to high-level structural and morphological characteristics. The final classification layer applies a Softmax
function to generate probability scores for each predefined skin disease category.
The disease class with the highest probability is selected as the predicted result, accompanied by a confidence score indicating the
reliability of the prediction.
Finally, the response generation module presents the diagnostic result, explanation of the predicted condition, precautionary
measures, and general guidance in a user-friendly format. Optional integration with location-based services allows
recommendations for nearby healthcare facilities. The modular architecture enables future enhancements such as advanced model
upgrades, multilingual chatbot support, and mobile deployment. Overall, the proposed system architecture effectively combines
computer vision, deep learning, and conversational Al into a unified healthcare solution that enhances accessibility, accuracy, and
user engagement in dermatological diagnosis.
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V. PROPOSED METHODOLOGY

The proposed methodology follows a multi-stage diagnostic process inspired by intelligent disease monitoring systems. The
workflow begins with image acquisition, where skin images are collected from users. These images are then passed through
preprocessing techniques to enhance quality and consistency.

Segmentation is applied to isolate the affected skin region, reducing background interference. Feature extraction and classification
are performed using a CNN model trained on labeled skin disease datasets. Intelligent optimization strategies are applied to improve
model performance. Finally, diagnostic results are delivered to users along with chatbot-assisted explanations and guidance. After
preprocessing, lesion segmentation is performed to isolate the Region of Interest (ROI) corresponding to the affected skin area. By
removing irrelevant background regions and focusing only on the lesion, segmentation enhances feature extraction accuracy and
reduces computational complexity. The segmented lesion is then passed to a deep learning-based classification module that utilizes a
Convolutional Neural Network (CNN). The CNN automatically learns hierarchical feature representations from the lesion image,
beginning with low-level patterns such as edges and textures and progressing to high-level structural characteristics. The final
Softmax layer generates probability scores for predefined skin disease classes, and the class with the highest probability is selected
as the predicted diagnosis along with a confidence score. To enhance user interaction and support, an intelligent chatbot module is
integrated into the system. The chatbot provides detailed information about the predicted disease, including possible causes,
symptoms, preventive measures, and general skincare recommendations. It also encourages users to seek professional medical
consultation for accurate diagnosis and treatment. Furthermore, the system integrates location-based services to recommend nearby
dermatologists and healthcare centers, thereby bridging the gap between automated diagnosis and real-world medical assistance.
The performance of the proposed system is evaluated using standard metrics such as accuracy, precision, recall, F1-score, and
confusion matrix analysis. These evaluation measures ensure the reliability, robustness, and effectiveness of the model in real-time
clinical support scenarios. Overall, the proposed methodology presents an end-to-end intelligent framework that combines deep
learning, web deployment, conversational assistance, and location-based services to provide accessible and efficient skin disease
detection and preliminary diagnostic support.
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V. IMAGE ACQUISITION

Image acquisition is the initial phase of the diagnostic process. Skin images are captured using smartphone cameras or
dermatoscopic devices under varying lighting conditions. The system supports multiple image formats and resolutions, ensuring
usability across different devices. Acquired images are securely transmitted to the backend system for further processing.Proper
imaging conditions are essential to capture diagnostically meaningful images. Users are advised to take photographs under adequate
and uniform lighting to minimize shadows, glare, and color distortion, which may negatively affect segmentation and classification
performance. The camera should be positioned perpendicular to the lesion to reduce geometric distortion, and the affected area
should be clearly focused and occupy a significant portion of the image frame. Background distractions are minimized to ensure that
the model concentrates primarily on the lesion region. By ensuring high-quality, well-labeled, and diverse image acquisition, the
proposed system establishes a strong foundation for accurate feature extraction, efficient model training, and reliable disease
prediction.
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VI. IMAGE PREPROCESSING

Image preprocessing plays a critical role in improving diagnostic accuracy. Skin images often contain noise, illumination variations,
and irrelevant background information. Noise elimination techniques such as Gaussian filtering and median filtering are applied to
remove unwanted artifacts.Image normalization scales pixel intensity values to a uniform range, enhancing model stability and
convergence speed. Image resizing ensures consistent input dimensions for the CNN model, reducing computational overhead. The
preprocessing pipeline begins with image resizing, where all input images are scaled to a fixed resolution (e.g., 224x224 pixels) to
match the input dimensions required by the Convolutional Neural Network (CNN). This ensures uniformity across the dataset and
reduces computational complexity. Following resizing, normalization is applied to scale pixel intensity values to a standardized
range, typically between 0 and 1. Color space conversion may also be performed to enhance feature representation. Converting
images from RGB to alternative color spaces such as HSV or LAB can make certain lesion characteristics more distinguishable,
particularly pigmentation irregularities and texture patterns. This transformation assists subsequent segmentation and classification
stages. In some cases, additional operations such as Color space transformation may also be performed as part of preprocessing.
Converting images from RGB to alternative color spaces such as HSV or LAB can improve the visibility of pigmentation patterns
and structural irregularities. These transformations assist in better segmentation and feature extraction by emphasizing
diagnostically relevant characteristics., morphological processing, and background smoothing are applied to eliminate obstructions
that may negatively impact segmentation accuracy.

©IJRASET: All Rights are Reserved | SJ Impact Factor 7.538 | ISRA Journal Impact Factor 7.894 | 1967



International Journal for Research in Applied Science & Engineering Technology (IJRASET)
ISSN: 2321-9653; IC Value: 45.98; SJ Impact Factor: 7.538
Volume 14 Issue 111 Mar 2026- Available at www.ijraset.com

These refinements ensure that the Region of Interest (ROI) is clearly distinguishable in the subsequent processing stage. Overall,
image preprocessing plays a vital role in improving the robustness and efficiency of the system. By standardizing image inputs,
enhancing lesion visibility, and reducing unwanted variations, preprocessing significantly contributes to accurate segmentation,
reliable feature extraction, and effective deep learning-based classification in the proposed intelligent skin disease detection
framework. To improve model generalization and prevent overfitting, data augmentation techniques are implemented. These include
random rotations, horizontal and vertical flipping, zooming, brightness adjustments, and minor shifts. Data augmentation artificially
increases dataset diversity and enables the model to learn robust patterns under varying real-world conditions. To increase dataset
diversity and prevent overfitting, data augmentation techniques are extensively applied. These include random rotations, horizontal
and vertical flipping, zooming, width and height shifts, shearing, and brightness adjustments. Augmentation simulates real-world
variations such as different camera angles, lighting conditions, and orientations, enabling the model to generalize effectively to
unseen data. After preprocessing, the images are converted into numerical arrays (tensors) compatible with deep learning
frameworks such as TensorFlow or PyTorch. Segmentation techniques may also be incorporated to isolate the lesion area from the
surrounding healthy skin. By focusing on the region of interest (ROI), the model can concentrate on disease-specific features rather
than irrelevant background information, thereby improving prediction accuracy. Batch generation techniques are used to efficiently
load data into memory during training. Overall, the image preprocessing stage ensures that the dataset is clean, standardized, and
enriched, thereby enhancing the CNN’s ability to extract meaningful features and significantly improving the overall performance
and reliability of the proposed skin disease detection system.
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VIl. SEGMENTATION AND FEATURE EXTRACTION
Segmentation aims to identify and isolate the region of interest containing the skin lesion. By separating diseased regions from
healthy skin and background areas, segmentation improves feature relevance and classification accuracy.
Feature extraction is automatically performed by the CNN through convolutional and pooling layers. These layers learn low-level
features such as edges and textures as well as high-level semantic features related to disease patterns.
Following segmentation, the feature extraction stage derives meaningful quantitative descriptors from the isolated lesion region.
These features capture texture, color distribution, shape, and structural irregularities associated with various dermatological
conditions. Texture features may include Gray-Level Co-occurrence Matrix (GLCM) metrics such as contrast, homogeneity,
correlation, and energy.
Color features are extracted using histogram analysis across multiple color channels to identify pigmentation abnormalities. Shape-
based features such as area, perimeter, asymmetry index, compactness, and border irregularity are computed to characterize lesion
morphology. Additionally, statistical features including mean intensity, standard deviation, skewness, and kurtosis are calculated to
capture pixel distribution patterns.
In deep learning-based approaches, manual feature engineering is complemented or replaced by automated feature learning through
Convolutional Neural Networks (CNNs). Convolutional layers automatically learn hierarchical feature representations, starting from
low-level edge and texture patterns to high-level disease-specific abstractions. Feature maps generated in intermediate CNN layers
encode complex spatial relationships and are forwarded to fully connected layers for final classification. This automated feature
learning significantly improves adaptability and generalization compared to traditional handcrafted features.

VIIL. DEEP LEARNING-BASED CLASSIFICATION

The classification stage represents the core of the proposed system. Extracted features are passed through fully connected layers,
and a softmax classifier assigns probability scores to each disease class. The class with the highest probability is selected as the final
diagnosis.The deep learning approach enables robust classification across diverse skin disease categories and reduces dependency
on manual feature engineering.

The classification pipeline begins with the segmented Region of Interest (ROI) obtained from the preprocessing stage. The ROl is
resized to a fixed dimension (e.g., 224x224 pixels) and normalized to ensure consistent input distribution. Data augmentation
techniques such as rotation, flipping, zooming, brightness adjustment, and horizontal shifts are applied to increase dataset diversity
and reduce overfitting. These transformations help the model learn invariant features and improve robustness against real-world
variations.

The classification output is determined by selecting the class with the highest probability:

Zi

P(y) = N, eh

During training, the model minimizes categorical cross-entropy loss using optimization algorithms such as Adam or Stochastic
Gradient Descent (SGD). Backpropagation is employed to update network weights iteratively, improving classification performance
over multiple epochs. To enhance performance with limited datasets, transfer learning can be applied by fine-tuning pretrained
architectures such as ResNet, VGG, MobileNet, or EfficientNet.

The performance of the deep learning classifier is evaluated using metrics including accuracy, precision, recall, F1-score, and ROC-
AUC. Confidence scores are also used in the system to determine the reliability of predictions. If the confidence level is below a
predefined threshold, the intelligent chatbot module advises users to seek professional medical consultation.

Overall, the deep learning-based classification module enables automated, accurate, and scalable identification of skin diseases. By
leveraging hierarchical feature learning and probabilistic prediction mechanisms, the system achieves robust diagnostic support
suitable for real-time deployment in Al-assisted dermatological healthcare applications.
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IX. INTELLIGENT CHATBOT-BASED DIAGNOSTIC ASSISTANCE
An Al-powered chatbot is integrated to enhance user interaction and understanding. The chatbot provides explanations of diagnosis
results, disease symptoms, causes, preventive measures, and treatment options. This interactive assistance improves user trust,
awareness, and engagement while reducing anxiety. The Intelligent Chatbot-Based Diagnostic Assistance module serves as an
interactive decision-support system integrated within the Al-driven skin disease detection platform. This component enhances user
engagement by providing symptom-based guidance, preliminary medical suggestions, and personalized recommendations based on

deep learning predictions.
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The chatbot is tightly integrated with the Convolutional Neural Network (CNN) model deployed in the backend using Flask. When a
user uploads an image of a skin lesion, the CNN model analyzes visual features such as texture patterns, color distribution, lesion
boundaries, and morphological structures to predict the probable skin condition along with a confidence score. However, image-
based prediction alone may not capture the complete clinical context. Therefore, the chatbot collects additional information
including symptom duration, itching intensity, pain level, environmental exposure, allergies, and past medical history. By combining
structured symptom data with CNN outputs, the system performs hybrid reasoning for more reliable diagnostic assistance.

Another important feature of the chatbot is personalized recommendation generation. Based on the predicted condition, the system
provides precautionary measures, hygiene practices, dietary suggestions, environmental avoidance triggers, and basic home-care
guidance. It also integrates location-based services using mapping APIs to suggest nearby dermatologists or healthcare centers,
particularly benefiting users in remote or underserved regions. This integration transforms the chatbot from a simple informational
tool into a practical healthcare assistance platform.

Tokenizer Tokens
Text Text

o, —
) —> @ PN reatitizer Representation

Entity Intent
Extractor Classifier

L

‘

Intent

Context Response Responses
Manager Generator from Bot

_'_’

X. PERFORMANCE EVALUATION METRICS
The performance of the proposed system is evaluated using standard metrics such as accuracy, precision, recall, specificity, and F1-
score. These metrics assess the classification effectiveness, reliability, and robustness of the diagnostic model. Performance
evaluation metrics are essential for assessing the effectiveness, reliability, and clinical applicability of the proposed deep learning-
based skin disease detection system. Since medical diagnosis is a high-stakes application, relying solely on overall accuracy is
insufficient. Therefore, multiple statistical and analytical metrics are employed to comprehensively evaluate the classification
performance.

The evaluation process begins with the construction of a confusion matrix, which summarizes the prediction results in terms of
True Positives (TP), True Negatives (TN), False Positives (FP), and False Negatives (FN). In the context of skin disease detection:
True Positive (TP): The model correctly predicts the presence of a specific skin disease.

True Negative (TN): The model correctly predicts the absence of that disease.

False Positive (FP): The model incorrectly predicts a disease when it is not present.

False Negative (FN): The model fails to detect a disease that is actually present.
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1) Accuracy

Accuracy measures the overall proportion of correct predictions among all predictions:
TP+TN

Accuracy = 4o TN ¥ FP+ FN

Although accuracy provides a general performance overview, it may be misleading in imbalanced datasets where certain skin
diseases are underrepresented.

2) Precision
Precision evaluates how many of the predicted positive cases are actually correct:
procision = 17
recision = TP + FP

High precision indicates a low false positive rate, which is important to avoid unnecessary anxiety or treatment.
3) Recall (Sensitivity)
Recall measures the model’s ability to correctly identify actual positive cases:

Recall = TP
T TP+ FN
In medical applications, high recall is critical because missing a disease (false negative) can lead to delayed treatment.

4) F1-Score
The F1-score provides a balanced measure of precision and recall:
Precision x Recall

Fl1=2x
Precision + Recall

It is particularly useful when dealing with imbalanced datasets.

XI. RESULTS AND DISCUSSION

Experimental results demonstrate that the proposed system achieves high diagnostic accuracy and stable performance across
multiple skin disease categories. Intelligent optimization improves convergence speed and reduces computational complexity. The
integration of chatbot-assisted interaction significantly enhances usability and accessibility compared to conventional diagnosis
systems. The classification results indicate that the model effectively distinguishes between multiple dermatological conditions,
achieving high overall accuracy on the test dataset. Precision and recall values demonstrate that the system maintains a balanced
performance in identifying true disease cases while minimizing false alarms. The F1-score further confirms that the classifier
performs reliably even in the presence of class imbalance. Confusion matrix analysis reveals that minor misclassifications occur
primarily among visually similar conditions, such as eczema and psoriasis, due to overlapping texture and pigmentation
characteristics. However, the segmentation module significantly reduces background interference, thereby improving sensitivity and
decreasing false negative rates. The integration of lesion segmentation prior to classification plays a critical role in performance
enhancement. By isolating the Region of Interest (ROI), the system ensures that the CNN focuses exclusively on clinically relevant
areas. This improves feature extraction quality and strengthens classification reliability. Additionally, the hybrid feature learning
approach enables the model to capture both low-level texture patterns and high-level structural abnormalities associated with
different skin diseases. Overall, the results validate that the proposed intelligent skin disease detection framework achieves reliable
classification accuracy while maintaining interpretability, scalability, and real-time usability. The combination of segmentation, deep
learning, and conversational Al provides a comprehensive diagnostic assistance solution that supports early detection and improves
accessibility to dermatological care.

XIl.  CONCLUSION
This research presents an Al-driven skin disease detection and diagnosis framework inspired by intelligent multi-stage disease
monitoring models. By integrating deep learning-based image analysis, intelligent optimization, and chatbot-assisted interaction, the
proposed system offers an accurate, efficient, and accessible solution for early skin disease diagnosis. The system has strong
potential for tele-dermatology and real-world healthcare applications.A key contribution of this work is the integration of an
intelligent chatbot-based diagnostic assistance module.
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By combining CNN prediction outputs with symptom-based conversational reasoning, the system enhances interpretability, user
engagement, and accessibility. The chatbot provides contextual explanations, precautionary guidance, and consultation
recommendations, thereby improving patient awareness and safety. This hybrid decision fusion mechanism bridges the gap between
automated image classification and patient-centered healthcare interaction. This study presents an intelligent Al-based skin disease
detection system that integrates segmentation, deep learning-based classification, and chatbot-driven diagnostic assistance into a
unified healthcare framework. The proposed system effectively combines image preprocessing, lesion segmentation, and
Convolutional Neural Network (CNN) modelling to accurately classify various dermatological conditions. By isolating the Region
of Interest (ROI) prior to classification, the system enhances feature extraction quality and reduces background interference, leading
to improved predictive performance and robustness.

XII1. FUTURE WORK

Future enhancements include expanding the dataset to cover additional skin diseases, incorporating explainable Al techniques for
transparency, deploying mobile applications, and integrating real-time dermatologist consultation services. Another potential
enhancement involves adopting advanced deep learning architectures such as Vision Transformers (ViT), EfficientNet variants, or
hybrid CNN-transformer models. These architectures have demonstrated superior performance in complex image classification tasks
and may further improve lesion recognition accuracy. Additionally, implementing ensemble learning techniques by combining
predictions from multiple models could enhance classification stability and reduce misclassification rates. From a system
perspective, deploying the model as a mobile application could significantly enhance accessibility. Lightweight model optimization
techniques such as quantization and pruning can be applied to reduce computational complexity, enabling efficient on-device
inference. This would allow offline usage in remote or low-resource settings.
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