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Abstract: This paper provides a comprehensive historical and bibliometric analysis of the Reformation in Christianity, 

emphasizing its profound influence on religious, social, and political landscapes. The Reformation, initiated by key figures such 

as Martin Luther, marked a pivotal shift from the doctrines of the Roman Catholic Church, leading to the establishment of 

various Protestant denominations and significant reforms within the Catholic Church. This study integrates historical narratives 

with bibliometric methodologies to identify prevailing trends, influential works, and key contributors in Reformation studies. 

Analysing scholarly publications from 1964 to 2024, the paper highlights the evolution of research focus, emerging areas of 

interest, and the broader implications of Reformation principles on contemporary issues, including human rights, environmental 

activism, and socio-political reforms. The findings underscore the enduring legacy of the Reformation and its relevance to 

modern-day religious and socio-political contexts.  
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I. INTRODUCTION 

The first stage of the Reformation, marked by the influence of Jesus Christ, brought profound changes to Roman and Jewish society. 

Jesus' teachings emphasized compassion, humility, and the inherent worth of every individual, which contrasted sharply with the 

hierarchical and often harsh societal norms of the time. In the Roman context, where the empire was characterized by social 

stratification and the deification of emperors, Jesus' message of equality before God challenged the existing power structures. 

In the first century AD, the Roman Empire dominated the Mediterranean basin, exerting significant influence over various 

territories, including Judea. Roman rule was characterized by a complex system of governance that often clashed with local 

traditions and religious practices. Within this socio-political landscape, the Jewish society was marked by its own religious 

structures and expectations, governed by a strict adherence to Mosaic Law and a hierarchical temple system. It is within this milieu 

that Jesus of Nazareth began his ministry, challenging both Roman authority and Jewish orthodoxy, setting the stage for what would 

become one of history's most profound religious reforms. 

Jesus Christ's teachings and actions introduced a radical reformation that aimed at transforming both the Jewish and Roman 

societies from within. He critiqued the Jewish religious leaders, the Pharisees and Sadducees, for their legalism and hypocrisy, 

emphasizing instead a return to the core ethical principles of the Hebrew Scriptures—love, mercy, and justice (Matthew 23:23-24). 

His parables and sermons, such as the Sermon on the Mount, redefined righteousness and called for a personal and communal 

adherence to a higher moral standard that transcended the letter of the law (Matthew 5-7). 

In the Jewish context, Jesus' reformation efforts were multifaceted. He sought to dismantle the exclusivity and elitism of the Jewish 

religious hierarchy by promoting inclusivity and compassion towards marginalized groups, including Samaritans, Gentiles, and 

sinners (Luke 10:25-37). This approach not only challenged the prevailing social norms but also aimed to restore a sense of 

egalitarianism and spiritual purity within the Jewish faith. His actions, such as the cleansing of the Temple (John 2:13-16), 

symbolized a direct challenge to the corruption and commercialism that had infiltrated Jewish worship practices. 

The first stage of reformation spearheaded by Jesus Christ was a revolutionary attempt to reform both Jewish and Roman societies 

by addressing their core ethical and spiritual deficiencies. His teachings and actions not only challenged the existing religious and 

social structures but also laid the foundational principles for a new, inclusive faith that would eventually transcend its Judaic roots 

and transform the Roman Empire itself. The reformation initiated by Jesus Christ was thus both a religious and a social revolution, 

with far-reaching implications that continue to influence the world today. 
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The Sayfo, occurring concurrently with the Armenian genocide, is considered less systematic but similarly tragic. Local actors, 

rather than the Ottoman government, played a larger role, although the latter also instigated certain attacks. Assyrian communities 

were targeted due to perceived disloyalty and the desire to seize their lands. At the 1919 Paris Peace Conference, the Assyro-

Chaldean delegation reported 250,000 deaths, later revising this number to 275,000 at the 1923 Lausanne Conference. Unlike the 

Armenian genocide, the Sayfo remains less studied. Efforts for its recognition as genocide began in the 1990s, led by the Assyrian 

diaspora. While some countries acknowledge the Assyrian genocide, the Turkish government rejects this classification. 

Christianity has faced significant hardships from its inception to the modern day, including periods of persecution, loss of centers, 

and fluctuating demographics across various regions. Notably, the five holy sites of Christianity, known as the Pentarchy, are 

Jerusalem (Israel-Palestine), Antioch (Turkey), Constantinople (Turkey), Alexandria (Egypt), and Rome (Italy). Of these, only Rome 

remains a majority Christian city today, while the other four have seen Christians become minorities due to persecution and 

expulsion at different stages of history. 

Throughout history, Christians have faced persecution, confiscation of property, and demotion to second-class citizens through 

additional taxes and unequal rights. This trend began shortly after the birth of Christianity and was interrupted for about three 

centuries following the Edict of Milan in 313 AD. The Edict of Milan, a political agreement between Roman emperors Constantine I 

and Licinius, established religious toleration for Christianity within the Roman Empire. Christianity became the official religion of 

the Roman Empire ten years later. 

However, about three centuries after the Edict of Milan, persecution of Christians resumed, leading to the Crusades aimed at 

reclaiming the Holy Land. Despite these efforts, the Crusades ultimately failed to secure lasting Christian dominance in the Holy 

sites of Antioch, Jerusalem, Constantinople, and Alexandria, as evidenced by the current minority status of Christians in these 

regions. 

The Reformation stands as one of the pivotal movements in Western history, fundamentally altering the landscape of religion, 

politics, and society. Sparked in the early 16th century, the Reformation was largely initiated by figures such as Martin Luther, 

whose Ninety-Five Theses in 1517 challenged the practices and doctrines of the Roman Catholic Church. This movement not only 

reshaped religious practices but also had profound effects on European culture and governance, leading to the emergence of 

Protestant denominations and significant modifications within the Catholic Church itself.  

Recent scholarship has continued to explore the broad and nuanced impacts of the Reformation. For instance, Diarmaid 

MacCulloch's comprehensive work, “All Things Made New: Writings on the Reformation” (2016), underscores the complex 

theological and societal changes that were set in motion. MacCulloch emphasizes the intellectual and spiritual upheavals that arose, 

highlighting that the Reformation was not a monolithic event but a series of interconnected developments that varied widely across 

different regions in Europe (MacCulloch, 2016) 

Moreover, Euan Cameron’s updated edition of “The European Reformation” (2021) extends our understanding of the diverse effects 

of the Reformation on urban and rural communities. Cameron points out how the Reformation fostered new educational initiatives 

and civic responsibilities, bridging religious devotion with practical reforms in social policies and governance (Cameron, 2021). 

These changes were not confined to the religious sphere but spilled over into socio-economic structures, influencing the trajectory of 

Western civilization. 

Recent studies also highlight the global ramifications of the Reformation. In his anthology, “The Global Reformation: Transforming 

Early Modern Worldviews,” Ulinka Rublack (2017) discusses how the Reformation indirectly influenced other continents through 

the expansion of European colonies and the spread of Protestantism across the globe. Rublack argues that the Reformation's ideas of 

personal faith and scriptural authority reverberated far beyond Europe, affecting indigenous cultures and religious practices in the 

Americas, Africa, and Asia (Rublack, 2017). 

Thus, the Reformation was not merely a European phenomenon but a catalyst for a broader human transformation. Through 

theological debate and ensuing social upheavals, it prompted a re-evaluation of individual and collective identities. This momentous 

period continues to be a rich field of study for historians and theologians alike, offering insights into how monumental shifts in 

belief systems can reshape the course of history. 

This introduction gives a glimpse into the intricate tapestry of research dedicated to understanding the reformation brought by 

Christianity. By synthesizing insights from recent citations, this study endeavors to highlight the prevailing trends, significant 

breakthroughs, and persistent gaps within the existing literature. The resultant overview aims to serve as a vital resource for 

scholars, historians, and theologians, fostering a deeper appreciation of the enduring legacy of Christian reforms through the lens of 

bibliometric and historical scrutiny. 
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In the contemporary era, there has been a significant increase in the utilization of bibliometric analysis in the field of business 

research (Donthu, Kumar, & Pattnaik, 2020). Researchers commonly apply bibliometric analysis (Donthu, Kumar, Pandey, & Lim, 

2021) for various purposes, such as identifying emerging trends in article and journal performance, exploring collaborative patterns, 

and examining the cognitive framework of a specific field within the existing literature. The data considered most crucial in 

bibliometric analysis is often extensive (e.g., hundreds or even thousands) and characterized by its impartial nature (e.g., citation 

and publication count, keyword occurrences). However, the interpretations derived from this data typically rely on a combination of 

objective (e.g., performance analysis) and subjective (e.g., thematic analysis) evaluations that are guided by specialized techniques 

and methodologies. Despite its positive attributes, the application of bibliometric analysis (Brown, Park, & Pitt, 2020) in business 

research is still relatively new and, in many instances, underutilized. This underutilization occurs when bibliometric studies are 

based on a limited range of data and methodologies, leading to an incomplete understanding of the subject under investigation. For 

example, conducting performance analysis without utilizing science mapping. Bibliometric studies offer the potential for increased 

accuracy, reduced bias, and a comprehensive overview of scholarly work within a specific discipline. They serve as a valuable 

complement to meta-analyses and systematic literature reviews. 

 

II. REVIEW OF LITERATURE 

A. Reformation of Roman and Jewish society by Jesus Christ 

The reformation of Roman and Jewish society by Jesus Christ marked a pivotal moment in history, characterized by a radical 

transformation of religious and social norms. Jesus' ministry, which began in the early first century AD, challenged the entrenched 

religious authorities of Judaism, namely the Pharisees and Sadducees, by emphasizing the core values of love, mercy, and justice 

over rigid legalism (Matthew 23:23-24). His teachings, including the Sermon on the Mount, called for a higher moral standard that 

transcended traditional interpretations of the Mosaic Law (Matthew 5-7). By advocating for inclusivity and compassion towards 

marginalized groups, such as Samaritans and Gentiles, Jesus sought to dismantle the exclusivity and elitism within Jewish society 

(Luke 10:25-37). Additionally, his critique of the commercial practices in the Temple highlighted the need for spiritual purity and 

authenticity in worship (John 2:13-16). In the broader Roman context, the early Christian movement, inspired by Jesus' message, 

began to attract followers from diverse social strata, including slaves and women, who found in Christianity a sense of dignity and 

hope (Galatians 3:28). This nascent community's commitment to charity and communal living contrasted sharply with the prevailing 

Roman values of power and wealth, subtly undermining the Roman social order and planting the seeds for a profound 

transformation in subsequent centuries (Acts 2:44-47). Recent studies have highlighted how these early reformative efforts laid the 

foundational principles for a new, inclusive faith that ultimately transcended its Judaic roots and significantly influenced the Roman 

Empire (Bauckham, 2018; Ehrman, 2016; Hurtado, 2017). 

 

B. Reformation in Colonialisation  

The reformation in colonialization during the 19th and 20th centuries marked a significant shift in the practices and ideologies 

underpinning imperial expansion. This period saw a transition from traditional, exploitative colonial practices to more nuanced and 

ostensibly benevolent forms of governance and development. Driven by a combination of moral, economic, and political factors, 

colonial powers began to emphasize the importance of infrastructure development, education, and healthcare in their colonies. This 

was partly influenced by the rise of humanitarian movements and the spread of enlightenment ideals, which called for the 

betterment of indigenous populations rather than mere exploitation. The introduction of these reforms was often a strategic response 

to growing resistance and nationalist movements within the colonies, aiming to placate demands for independence while 

maintaining control. However, these reforms were frequently superficial, designed to perpetuate economic dependency and political 

subservience rather than genuine empowerment. Contemporary scholarship, such as the works by Cooper and Stoler (2020), and 

Getachew (2019), critically examines these reformation efforts, highlighting the complex interplay between colonial authorities and 

local elites, and questioning the legacy of so-called 'benevolent colonialism' in post-colonial societies. These studies underscore that 

while reformation efforts did bring about some improvements in living standards, they often failed to address the underlying 

injustices and exploitative structures inherent in the colonial system. 

 

C. Historical Background of the Christian Reformation 

According to Enuka (2006), globalization can be perceived as a perpetuation of imperialism, wherein the Christian religion is 

encompassed within its expansionist and authoritative attributes. The Christian Reformation, a pivotal event in Western history, 

fundamentally transformed the religious, cultural, and political landscapes of Europe. Spanning the early 16th century, this 
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movement sought to address and rectify perceived corruptions and doctrinal errors within the Roman Catholic Church, leading to 

the emergence of Protestant denominations. This literature review explores recent scholarship on the historical background of the 

Christian Reformation, focusing on its origins, key figures, and significant events.  

 

1) Origins and Causes of the Reformation 

Recent studies underscore a complex interplay of religious, social, and economic factors that precipitated the Reformation. Ozment 

(2019) highlights the growing discontent with the Catholic Church's practices, such as the sale of indulgences, which eroded the 

Church's spiritual authority and provoked widespread calls for reform. Additionally, economic grievances, particularly among the 

rising bourgeoisie, and the influence of humanist thought fostered an environment ripe for religious upheaval (MacCulloch, 2020). 

 

2) Key Figures and Events 

Martin Luther's role as a catalyst of the Reformation is well-documented in contemporary literature. Luther's Ninety-Five Theses, 

posted in 1517, critiqued the Church's practices and called for theological reforms. Recent works by Hendrix (2021) and Roper 

(2022) provide nuanced portrayals of Luther, emphasizing his theological innovations and his use of the printing press to 

disseminate his ideas. Similarly, John Calvin's contributions, particularly his development of Reformed theology, are extensively 

analysed by Gordon (2020), who highlights Calvin's influence in shaping Protestant thought and practice. 

The English Reformation, another significant facet, is explored in recent scholarship by Bernard (2020) and Marshall (2021). These 

studies examine the political and personal motivations behind Henry VIII's break with Rome, as well as the subsequent religious 

transformations under his successors. The Counter-Reformation, initiated by the Catholic Church in response to Protestant 

challenges, is also a focal point of current research. O'Malley (2019) and Forster (2020) discuss the Council of Trent's reforms and 

the revitalization efforts led by the Jesuits and other religious orders. 

 

3) Impact on Religious, Social, and Political Structures 

The Reformation's profound impact on European society is a key theme in recent historiography. According to Cameron (2022), the 

Reformation not only redefined religious beliefs and practices but also altered the social fabric by promoting literacy and 

individualism. Scribner (2020) contends that the movement's emphasis on personal faith and scripture reading democratized 

religious knowledge and diminished the clergy's monopoly over spiritual matters. 

Politically, the Reformation contributed to the rise of nation-states and the decline of papal authority. As Kaplan (2021) argues, the 

Reformation enabled rulers to assert greater control over religious and political affairs within their territories, leading to the 

consolidation of centralized states. The Peace of Westphalia (1648), which concluded the Thirty Years' War, is often cited as a 

turning point in the development of the modern state system, affirming the principle of cuius regio, eius religio (Whaley, 2019). 

 

4) Comparative Analysis of Pre- and Post-Reformation Europe 

The contrast between pre- and post-Reformation Europe is starkly depicted in recent scholarship. Before the Reformation, the 

Catholic Church wielded significant power over spiritual and temporal matters, often in collusion with secular authorities. However, 

as Pettegree (2020) notes, the Reformation fragmented this unified Christendom, leading to religious pluralism and the eventual 

emergence of secularism. In summary, the historical background of the Christian Reformation is a vibrant field of study enriched by 

recent scholarship. The origins, key figures, and far-reaching impacts of this transformative movement continue to be subjects of 

extensive research and debate. This literature review has highlighted the multifaceted nature of the Reformation, emphasizing its 

enduring significance in shaping the modern world. 

 

D. The Reformation in Global Perspective 

According to (Parker, 2014), the recent surge of interest in the global aspect of early modern studies has paved the way for new 

avenues of investigation that carry significant implications for our comprehension of the Reformation in Europe, as well as on a 

global scale. Traditionally perceived as an exclusively European occurrence, the Reformation represents an intricate and widespread 

reform movement that fractured the cohesion of western Christendom into the Roman Catholic Church and various Protestant 

denominations during the sixteenth and seventeenth centuries. Despite the resulting disunity, all branches of Christianity refined 

their theological doctrines, promoted heightened moral standards, and engaged in extensive missionary activities. Contemporary 

developments in the field of early modern global history underscore the necessity of expanding our focus beyond Europe to consider 

the intricate and reciprocal exchanges between societies in an era marked by escalating global interconnections. 
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1) The Reformation Goes Overseas 

The Catholic Reformation facilitated robust missionary urges that extended over the Atlantic and Indian Oceans during the sixteenth 

and seventeenth centuries (Parker, 2014). The endeavor to proselytize globally aligned with the colonial aspirations of imperialistic 

Catholic nations, allowing polemicists to juxtapose the expansive, catholic church against the limited reach of splintered Protestant 

sects. Consequently, numerous clergy members and religious sisters, many affiliated with specific religious orders, engaged in 

various activities essential for establishing Catholic communities in non-Christian societies. These activities included the baptism of 

indigenous peoples, translation of religious texts, education of new converts, construction of religious buildings, schools, and 

orphanages, as well as the establishment of local church institutions whenever feasible. While the fundamental narrative of this 

phenomenon is widely recognized, a significant volume of scholarly research in the past two decades has revealed the intricate 

nature of conversion and Christianization across diverse cultural landscapes. 

 

E. The Philosophy of Colonialism: Civilization, Christianity, and Commerce 

During the 19th century, the imperial powers of Europe directed their attention towards new geographical territories in order to 

extend their spheres of influence. Africa became a focal point for colonization due to its abundant natural resources and supposedly 

underdeveloped economies that were seen as opportunities for exploitation. The impact of European colonization on traditional 

African societies and economies was indeed profound. Nevertheless, proponents of this movement invoked the concept of the 

"white man's burden," a term famously introduced in Rudyard Kipling's poem, to ethically justify the expansion of imperialism. The 

foundational principles of the "White Man's Burden" ideology revolved around the "Three Cs of Colonialism": Civilization, 

Christianity, and Commerce.  Christianity served as a rationale employed by European powers for the colonization and exploitation 

of Africa. The European nations, including Great Britain, France, and the Netherlands, endeavored to enlighten and transform 

African society by propagating Christian beliefs. In the book "A History of Africa," scholar J.D. Fage delineates the racially 

motivated reasoning of European intellectuals and missionaries, asserting that in the nineteenth century, Europeans firmly believed 

in the inherent superiority of their Christian, scientific, and industrial civilization over anything Africa had produced. Lacking 

familiarity with the varied cultures in Africa, European explorers deemed unfamiliar practices as primitive and inferior. 

European colonialism in Africa was often justified by European powers as a moral duty to introduce modern civilization and 

Christianity to African societies. However, the actual driving force behind the colonization of Africa was the economic potential 

offered by commerce and natural resources. With the end of the British slave trade in 1807 and a decrease in trade with the United 

States in the mid-1800s, Africa emerged as a newly sanctioned and unexplored region for economic growth. The industrial 

revolution and the mechanization of European industries further escalated the competition by creating a high demand for natural 

resources. Africa's wealth of raw materials, including rubber, minerals, and oil, became crucial in supporting the expanding 

European factory industry. This convergence of factors propelled Europe into a frenzied competition to acquire territory and 

resources, famously termed the Scramble for Africa. (Gain & Duigan). 

 

F. Nordic Model  

Marklund (2017), the author posits that, beginning in the 1950s, the nations of the Nordic region have actively cultivated a distinct 

'brand' to facilitate their cultural diplomacy efforts. This strategic endeavor has capitalized on the global community's favorable 

reception of their economic and social strategies, as well as their adeptness at harmonizing the interests of capital and labor within a 

democratic and effective framework. In alternative terms, in addition to functioning as an account of tangible collaboration among 

actual nations, the notion of 'Nordic' is also a construct of discourse that is formulated and perpetuated to fulfil various objectives. 

Consequently, the geographically distinct array of systems that constitute the Nordic region establish a socio-spatial entity where the 

daily existence of inhabitants is concretely influenced by (Jalava, 2013) the policies and practices of the governments, as well as 

transnational ideology. To put it differently, the identity of Nordic is both practical and ideological. In the ensuing sections of this 

chapter, my attention will be directed towards the Nordic model for welfare, which serves as a cross-national Nordic attribute and 

holds significant value within the avant-garde of the Nordic nations. A thorough examination will be conducted to establish the 

conceptual interconnections between the Nordic welfare system as an ideology and the notion of career as a concept. The rationale 

behind this endeavor lies in the fact that, in addition to being a form of governance, the ideology of the welfare model represents a 

collection of beliefs, values, and opinions regarding the functioning of the state and its obligations towards society. In this regard, 

due to the widespread influence of this model, its ideological foundation also becomes an integral part of a communal culture, 

wherein culture can be defined as the amalgamation of thoughts and attitudes that distinguishes the members of a particular group or 

category from others (Hofstede, 1984).  
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Demographic Transitions of Syrian Christians in Kerala with special reference to Nordic Model" by Dr. Arun Babu Zacharia 

provides an in-depth analysis of the socio-economic changes and demographic transitions within the Syrian Christian community in 

Kerala, using the Nordic Model as a comparative framework. This study leverages secondary data and existing literature to explore 

the intricate relationship between socio-economic variables and demographic trends among Syrian Christians. The research 

highlights the historical context of the Syrian Christian community, tracing their origins, migrations, and integration into Kerala's 

social fabric. It also examines the potential benefits of adopting aspects of the Nordic welfare system, such as universal healthcare, 

education, and social security, to enhance the community's socio-economic status. However, the study also acknowledges the 

challenges of implementing such a model in Kerala's unique socio-political landscape. Overall, this paper offers valuable insights 

into the dynamic interplay between socio-economic changes, religious identity, and demographic transitions, while providing 

theoretical and methodological considerations for future empirical research (Zacharia, 2024).  

 

1) Arch Bishop of Canterbury (head of Protestant Church and King of Holland, a former colonial empire - interpreted as examples 

of practice of spirit of Reformation in modern world and time  

In recent years, there has been a notable increase in apologies from leaders of major Christian denominations for historical wrongs, 

signalling a modern interpretation of the spirit of Reformation. Historically, churches seldom acknowledged their misdeeds, but 

post-World War II, there was a significant shift, particularly with Germany's Protestant churches' admission of their failure to oppose 

the Nazis. This initiated a wave of institutional mea culpas, with apologies becoming more prevalent in the 1990s as global focus on 

human rights intensified. This trend includes apologies for grave offenses such as genocide, slavery, and sex abuse, reflecting an 

evolving recognition of institutional culpability within Christian organizations. 

Recent examples of this trend include Pope John Paul II's apology to Africa for the slave trade and Pope Francis's sweeping apology 

for the Church's role in colonialism during his visit to Bolivia. Similarly, the Archbishop of Canterbury has participated in 

acknowledging historical wrongs committed by the Protestant Church. Moreover, the King of the Netherlands, Willem-Alexander, 

apologized for his country's involvement in slavery during a historic speech marking the 150th anniversary of its abolition in Dutch 

colonies. These apologies exemplify the ongoing practice of the Reformation spirit in the modern world, where religious and 

national leaders confront and seek forgiveness for historical injustices committed under their auspices. 

The spirit of the Reformation, initially characterized by a call for reform and self-critique within the Christian Church, finds its 

modern expressions in the institutional apologies issued by prominent religious and state leaders for historical wrongs. These 

apologies serve as powerful acknowledgments of past injustices and represent a commitment to addressing the legacies of these 

actions.  

For instance, Pope John Paul II's apology to black Africa for the involvement of white Christians in the slave trade is a profound 

acknowledgment of the Church's historical complicity in one of the gravest human rights violations. As reported by the New York 

Times, the Pope's apology was a significant moment of contrition that highlighted the need for the Church to reconcile with its past 

to move forward ethically and spiritually. 

Similarly, the Archbishop of Canterbury, representing the Protestant Church, has also issued apologies for historical wrongs. These 

apologies include admissions of failure to oppose atrocities like those committed during World War II. According to Jeremy Bergen, 

an expert on church apologies, these institutional mea culpas reflect a relatively modern phenomenon that emerged prominently 

post-World War II, marking a departure from the previous 1,900 years when churches did not publicly acknowledge their 

wrongdoings. 

Furthermore, the King of the Netherlands, Willem-Alexander, recently apologized for his country’s role in slavery. During a historic 

speech on the 150th anniversary of the abolition of slavery in Dutch colonies, the King asked for forgiveness, recognizing the grave 

injustices perpetrated during the colonial era. This apology not only acknowledges the suffering caused by the Netherlands but also 

seeks to address the lingering impacts of colonialism. 

Pope Francis has also made significant strides in this area by issuing a sweeping apology for the Church's role in colonialism. 

During a 2015 visit to Bolivia, he asked for forgiveness for the crimes committed against native peoples during the so-called 

conquest of America. This apology, as reported by the Wall Street Journal, represents a critical reflection on the Church’s historical 

actions and a commitment to healing and reconciliation with indigenous communities. 

These modern examples of institutional apologies by the Pope, the Archbishop of Canterbury, and the King of the Netherlands 

underscore the ongoing relevance of the Reformation’s spirit of self-critique and reform. They reflect a contemporary understanding 

that acknowledging past wrongs is essential for ethical integrity and social justice in the modern world 
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Table: Global and Christian Population Over Time 

Year Global Population (in 

millions) 

Christian Population (in 

millions) 

Christian Percentage 

33 AD 170.66 0.01 0% 

100 AD 179.51 0.80 0% 

200 AD 191.84 4.66 2% 

300 AD 191.93 14.01 7% 

400 AD 188.50 25.32 13% 

500 AD 190.32 37.80 20% 

600 AD 193.98 40.40 21% 

700 AD 204.90 40.57 20% 

800 AD 217.92 40.87 19% 

900 AD 238.32 40.83 17% 

1000 AD 263.65 44.67 17% 

1100 AD 318.36 51.96 16% 

1200 AD 357.44 65.71 18% 

1300 AD 362.07 83.91 23% 

1350 AD 361.04 86.47 24% 

1400 AD 352.39 56.73 16% 

1500 AD 422.95 75.89 18% 

1600 AD 545.88 100.44 18% 

1700 AD 609.83 130.11 21% 

1800 AD 903.65 204.98 23% 

1900 AD 1619.63 558.35 34% 

1950 AD 2563.43 870.34 34% 

2000 AD 6143.49 1981.18 32% 

2020 AD 7794.80 2506.43 32% 

 

2) Data source: Todd M. Johnson and Gina A. Zurlo, eds., World Christian Database (Leiden/Boston: Brill, accessed September 

2021) 

a) Early Growth (33 AD - 300 AD): The Christian population started from an insignificant number around 33 AD and grew slowly 

but steadily to 14.01 million by 300 AD, representing 7% of the global population. 

b) Significant Expansion (300 AD - 400 AD): This period saw a significant increase in the Christian population from 14.01 million 

to 25.32 million, marking an increase from 7% to 13%. 

c) Medieval Period Growth (400 AD - 1500 AD): The growth continued at a steady pace. By 1500 AD, Christians made up 18% of 

the global population with 75.89 million adherents. 

d) Early Modern Period (1500 AD - 1900 AD): The Christian population grew more significantly, reaching 558.35 million by 

1900 AD, which was 34% of the global population. This era includes the Renaissance, Reformation, and major global 

explorations and colonisations, which likely facilitated the spread of Christianity. 

e) 20th Century Growth (1900 AD - 2000 AD): The Christian population saw a dramatic increase during the 20th century, 

coinciding with a global population boom. By 2000 AD, there were 1.98 billion Christians, maintaining a stable percentage of 

around 32%. 

f) Recent Times (2000 AD - 2020 AD): Despite the rapid global population growth, the percentage of Christians has remained 

stable at around 32%, with the population reaching 2.51 billion by 2020. 

 

G. Bibliometric Analysis  

Bibliometric analysis methods were utilized in the present research. This methodological approach is a potent tool (Zhong et al., 

2016) for the quantitative evaluation of scholarly publications through the application of statistical methods, encompassing citation 

analysis and content analysis.  
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The citation structure reveals (Peris et al., 2018) the relationships among the publications that are citing others and those being cited, 

as well as the interactions among scholars. Consequently, this process facilitates the visualization of sub-domains and the 

intellectual connections associated with them. Content analysis serves the purpose of identifying the predominant topics of interest 

by analyzing the frequency of keywords and other distributions. This methodological framework (van Meeteren et al., 2016; Leung 

et al, 2018) has traditionally been employed following the examination of citation networks within the context of existing literature. 

Through bibliometric analysis, individuals can gain insights into the current scope and progression of a particular field of study by 

examining publication and citation records. Furthermore, these analyses can assist in identifying cognitive frameworks, thematic 

groupings, and the related discoveries linked to them. 

 

III. OBJECTIVES OF THE STUDY 

1) To explore the socio-economic background and conditions of the Reformation in Christianity 

2) To identify trends in research such as the most frequently cited works, leading authors, and key journals in the field. 

3) To examine the evolution of research focus over time through a bibliometric timeline. 

 

A. Research Gap 

Despite extensive research on the Reformation and its profound impact on religious, social, and political landscapes, several gaps 

remain unaddressed. First, there is a lack of comprehensive bibliometric analyses that quantify the evolution of Reformation studies 

over time, identifying key trends, influential works, and major academic contributors. Such an analysis could provide valuable 

insights into the academic discourse and highlight underexplored areas. Secondly, while historical narratives of the Reformation are 

abundant, there is a need for more interdisciplinary approaches that integrate perspectives from sociology, political science, and 

economics to understand the broader implications of Reformation principles on contemporary issues. Additionally, the impact of 

Reformation ideals on non-Western contexts remains underexplored, particularly in how these principles have been adapted or 

resisted in different cultural settings. Finally, there is a gap in examining the long-term effects of Reformation principles on modern 

human rights frameworks and secular governance models, including how these historical principles continue to influence current 

debates on religious freedom, social justice, and political authority. Addressing these gaps through a bibliometric and historical 

perspective could significantly enrich our understanding of the Reformation's enduring legacy and its relevance to contemporary 

global issues. 

 

IV. BIBLIOMETRIC METHODOLOGY 

The bibliometric methodology encompasses (Broadus, 1987; Pritchard, 1969) the utilization of quantitative methods, such as 

bibliometric analysis (for example, citation analysis), on bibliometric data, which consists of units of publication and citation. Wallin 

(2005), early discussion on bibliometrics started in the 1950s which suggests that the bibliometric methodology is not new. The 

application of bibliometrics encompasses a wide range of research areas, including the study of publication and collaboration 

patterns, as well as the investigation of the intellectual structure of the research field. In addition, the research field (Donthu et al., 

2020) can also be manifested in the form of journals. Notably, the bibliometric approach has been used to offer retrospectives of 

journals, such as the Journal of Business Research, particularly during significant years. Bibliometric analysis on the keywords 

"Reformation" and "Christianity" within the Scopus database, a structured methodology was employed. Initially, a comprehensive 

search query was formulated using the Boolean operators "AND" and "OR" to ensure a precise retrieval of relevant literature. The 

search terms "Reformation" AND "Christianity" were entered into the Scopus database's advanced search interface. This query 

yielded a total of 645 results, encompassing various types of publications such as journal articles, conference papers, reviews, and 

book chapters. The data extraction process included capturing essential bibliometric information such as the title, author(s), 

publication year, source title, document type, and citations for each entry. This dataset was then subjected to a detailed analysis to 

identify trends, influential authors, prominent journals, and key research themes within the scope of Reformation studies and 

Christian scholarship. The findings from this bibliometric analysis provide a comprehensive overview of the academic discourse on 

these pivotal historical and theological subjects, highlighting significant contributions and emerging areas of interest in the field. 

The bibliometric methodology for this study involves an extensive search using the Scopus database to analyse the intersection of 

Reformation and Christianity. Initially, the keywords 'Reformation' and 'Christianity' were utilized, yielding a total of 645 results. To 

refine the dataset, the subject areas were restricted to Arts and Humanities, Social Sciences, and Language. Furthermore, the 

language filter was applied to include only English-language publications, which narrowed the results to 521 relevant articles.  
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This selective approach ensures a focused analysis on scholarly works that discuss the cultural, social, and linguistic dimensions of 

Reformation and Christianity within the specified disciplines. 

 

V. FINDINGS 

Description Results 

MAIN INFORMATION ABOUT DATA 

Timespan 1964:2024 

Sources (Journals, Books, etc) 389 

Documents 521 

Annual Growth Rate % 3.3 

Document Average Age 10.1 

Average citations per doc 8.326 

References 35999 

DOCUMENT CONTENTS 

Keywords Plus (ID) 160 

Author's Keywords (DE) 1313 

AUTHORS 

Authors 522 

Authors of single-authored docs 438 

AUTHORS COLLABORATION 

Single-authored docs 474 

Co-Authors per Doc 1.1 

International co-authorships % 3.071 

DOCUMENT TYPES 

article 202 

book 99 

book chapter 157 

conference paper 5 

editorial 2 

review 56 

 

The bibliometric analysis on the intersection of Reformation and Christianity spans from 1964 to 2024, encompassing a total of 389 

sources, including journals, books, and other types of publications. The dataset comprises 521 documents, with an annual growth 

rate of 3.3%. The documents have an average age of 10.1 years and receive an average of 8.326 citations per document, totalling 

35,999 references. The document contents feature 160 Keywords Plus (ID) and 1,313 Author's Keywords (DE). The analysis 

involves 522 authors, with 438 contributing single-authored documents. Collaboration is evident with an average of 1.1 co-authors 

per document, and 3.071% of the works involve international co-authorships. The document types include 202 articles, 99 books, 

157 book chapters, 5 conference papers, 2 editorials, and 56 reviews. This comprehensive dataset provides a rich foundation for 

exploring scholarly discourse on Reformation and Christianity within the specified subject areas. 
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Annual Scientific Production illustrates the number of articles published each year on the topic of Reformation and Christianity 

from 1964 to 2024. The graph shows minimal activity in the early years, with almost no articles published until the mid-1970s. A 

small increase is noticeable around 1978, followed by intermittent spikes and declines throughout the 1980s and 1990s, indicating a 

slow but growing interest in the subject. 

From the early 2000s onward, there is a significant and steady increase in the number of published articles, peaking around 2012 

and again in 2016. This period marks a heightened scholarly interest and research activity in Reformation and Christianity. 

However, post-2016, the production of articles exhibits fluctuations with some years experiencing sharp declines followed by 

recoveries. 

The recent years leading up to 2024 show a notable dip, suggesting either a decrease in the number of publications or incomplete 

data for the latest years. Overall, the trend indicates a substantial growth in research output over the past six decades, with notable 

peaks reflecting periods of intensified academic focus on the topic. 
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Most Relevant Sources displays the top journals and publications that contribute significantly to the literature on Reformation and 

Christianity. The source "Religions" leads with 11 documents, making it the most prolific source in this field. This is followed by 

"The Cambridge History of Christianity: Reform and..." with 8 documents, and "HTS Theologise Studies / Theological Studies" 

with 7 documents. Other notable sources include "International Journal for the Study of the Christi..." and "Evangelical Quarterly: 

An International Review of...", each contributing 6 and 5 documents, respectively. Additional sources like "Historical Journal," 

"Sacred History: Uses of the Christian Past in the...," "Theology Today," "Church History and Religious Culture," and "History" 

have each contributed 4 to 5 documents. This distribution indicates that while a variety of sources contribute to the discourse, a few 

key journals dominate the publication landscape, providing a substantial proportion of the research output in this area. 

 

VI. ANALYSES AND FINDINGS 

The widespread availability of the Bible, revealing the message of Christ in all languages, has been utilized by the majority of 

Christians to counteract a small minority who misuse and misinterpret the Gospel for selfish gains. Throughout history, from 

medieval kings and aristocrats to modern elected heads of state and corporate leaders, these oligarchs have been challenged by 

peace-loving Christians who dissuade them from using Christianity to justify wars, inequality, and poverty. The Gospel of Christ 

emphasizes the importance of love, compassion, sharing, and forgiveness in this temporary life on earth, with the ultimate goal of 

inheriting eternal life.  

Post-World War II, oligarchs formed new international institutions like the World Bank, IMF, and NATO, which operate 

independently of Christianity to control resources and populations. The French Revolution, inspired by the liberating ideas of 

Christ's message, marked a shift towards secularism in Europe, further propelled by the 1960s hippy culture reacting to post-war 

hardships. Liberation theology in Latin America intertwined Christianity with socialism and Marxism, influencing secularism and 

moderation within the faith. Europe's historical wrongs led to open borders and citizenship for asylum seekers, aimed at offsetting 

population decline and economic stagnation. However, the lack of migrant integration has spurred new challenges and a potential 

resurgence of the far-right, threatening the extension of the peaceful, egalitarian Nordic model rooted in Christ's Sermon on the 

Mount, which advocates for a practical, non-institutionalized Christian way of life. 

Principles of the Christian Reformation have had a profound influence on the development of the Universal Declaration of Human 

Rights (UDHR) and various human rights charters. The Reformation, with its emphasis on individual dignity, freedom of 

conscience, and equality before God, laid the groundwork for modern human rights discourse. These principles were integral in 

shaping the notion that all individuals possess inherent rights that must be respected and protected by all. The Reformation's 

challenge to authoritarian structures and advocacy for personal responsibility and moral agency resonate in the UDHR's articles, 

which stress the importance of freedom, equality, and justice. Furthermore, the Reformation's promotion of literacy and education, 

to enable personal engagement with scripture, parallels the human rights charters' emphasis on the right to education and access to 

information. The advocacy for social justice and care for the marginalized within Reformation thought has also found expression in 

human rights documents that call for the protection of vulnerable groups and the promotion of social welfare. Overall, the principles 

of the Christian Reformation have provided a moral and philosophical foundation that has significantly influenced the formulation 

and adoption of human rights standards globally. 

Influence of Christianity and Principles of the Reformation on Environmental Activism and Sustainable Development. Christianity, 

from its earliest teachings to contemporary movements, has profoundly influenced environmental activism, sustainable 

development, and the promotion of simple living. This influence can be traced from the Sermon on the Mount by Jesus Christ, 

through the Reformation initiated by Martin Luther, to modern expressions of Christianity seen in the Scandinavian model, secular 

Christianity, Protestant and New Age churches, changes in Catholic and Protestant churches, liberation theology, the Christian peace 

movement, and the Nordic model. 

 

A. The Sermon on the Mount 

The Sermon on the Mount, one of the foundational teachings of Jesus Christ, emphasizes humility, compassion, and stewardship. 

Jesus taught about the importance of caring for the poor and the vulnerable, principles that extend to caring for the environment. His 

message of living a simple life, free from materialism and consumerism, aligns with modern concepts of sustainable living and 

environmental stewardship. 
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B. The Reformation and Martin Luther 

The Reformation, led by Martin Luther, brought about significant changes in Christian thought, emphasizing individual 

responsibility and a direct relationship with God. Luther's emphasis on the priesthood of all believers democratized religious 

practices and encouraged personal accountability, including stewardship of the environment. This shift laid the groundwork for later 

Christian environmental ethics. 

 

C. Modern Scandinavian Model of Christianity 

The Scandinavian model of Christianity, characterized by its strong social welfare systems and emphasis on social justice, reflects a 

commitment to sustainable development and environmental protection. Countries like Sweden and Norway, influenced by Lutheran 

principles, have implemented progressive environmental policies and promote a high standard of living with low environmental 

impact. This model demonstrates how Christian principles can be integrated into national policies to promote sustainability and care 

for creation. 
 

D. Personal Faith-Based Secular Christianity 

Secular Christianity, where personal faith is emphasized over institutional affiliation, has also contributed to environmental activism. 

Individuals motivated by their personal faith often engage in grassroots environmental movements, advocating for sustainable 

practices and simpler living. This approach reflects a personalized application of Christian teachings on stewardship and care for 

creation. 

 

E. Protestant and New Age Churches 

Protestant and New Age churches have increasingly embraced environmental issues, incorporating them into their teachings and 

practices. Many Protestant denominations, such as the United Methodist Church and the Evangelical Lutheran Church in America, 

have official statements and programs dedicated to environmental stewardship. New Age churches, with their holistic approach to 

spirituality, often emphasize the interconnectedness of all life and the importance of protecting the natural world. 
 

VII. CHANGES IN CATHOLIC AND PROTESTANT CHURCHES AND THEIR LEADERS 

Both Catholic and Protestant churches have seen significant changes in their approach to environmental issues. Pope Francis's 

encyclical "Laudato Si'" is a landmark document calling for urgent action to protect the environment. It emphasizes the moral 

responsibility of all Christians to care for the planet and promotes sustainable development and simple living. Similarly, Protestant 

leaders like the Archbishop of Canterbury have called for greater environmental responsibility among Christians. 
 

A. Liberation Theology 

Liberation theology, which originated in Latin America, emphasizes social justice and the preferential option for the poor. This 

movement often links environmental degradation to social and economic inequalities, advocating for environmental justice as part 

of its broader mission. Liberation theologians argue that protecting the environment is essential for achieving social justice and 

improving the lives of marginalized communities. 
 

B. Christian Peace Movement 

The Christian peace movement, which opposes war and violence, also advocates for environmental protection. Many peace activists 

see the exploitation of the environment and the pursuit of war as interconnected issues. They promote sustainable development and 

simple living as alternatives to the destructive forces of consumerism and militarism. 
 

C. The Nordic Model 

The Nordic model, influenced by Lutheran Christianity, combines a strong welfare state with a commitment to environmental 

sustainability. Countries like Denmark, Finland, and Iceland have implemented comprehensive environmental policies, focusing on 

renewable energy, conservation, and sustainable development. The integration of Christian principles of stewardship and social 

responsibility into national policy has made the Nordic countries leaders in environmental protection. The analysis of the influence 

of Christianity and principles of the Reformation reveals a consistent theme: Christian teachings have significantly shaped 

environmental activism, sustainable development, and the promotion of simple living. From the Sermon on the Mount to the 

Reformation and modern expressions of Christianity, the principles of stewardship, care for creation, and social justice have guided 

Christian communities and individuals in their efforts to protect the environment. 
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VIII. CONCLUSION 

Principles of the Reformation, emphasizing personal faith as a private affair, have the potential to transform the world into a more 

peaceful and just place when disseminated through peaceful means such as education and the provision of social welfare, including 

pensions, healthcare, and old age homes. By embracing these values—love, compassion, forgiveness, tolerance—we can ensure 

sustainable development in the face of climate change, natural disasters, and human-made conflicts. Acknowledging and rectifying 

past wrongdoings by political and corporate institutions through self-reformation and public apology will contribute to a better 

world. The core tenets of these institutions should align with peace, sharing, compassion, forgiveness, tolerance, and human rights. 

Promoting democracy and secularism through peaceful education and social welfare guarantees will further this vision. 

Emphasizing the genetic commonality of all humans—99.9 percent identical DNA—can foster a sense of unity, while differences in 

physical features, abilities, and opinions should be resolved through fair negotiation and appropriate compensation for any incurred 

losses. A culture of continuous amnesty, peace, and reconciliation should be encouraged. It is essential to recognize that Jesus, the 

central figure of the Reformation, never intended to establish a new religion; instead, he aimed to liberate humanity and promote 

freedom and equality. This is reflected in biblical verses such as Matthew 10:8, John 10:10, Luke 17:21, and Galatians 3:28, which 

emphasize the sharing of resources, abundant life, the rejection of religious institutionalization, and opposition to discrimination. 

These teachings, aligned with the Reformation's message, can guide us towards a world rooted in peace and justice.  

Christianity, through its teachings and the principles of the Reformation, has had a profound impact on environmental activism and 

sustainable development. Influential figures like Martin Luther, modern Scandinavian social models, and movements such as 

liberation theology and the Christian peace movement exemplify how Christian principles can inspire a deep commitment to 

environmental protection and simple living. As contemporary environmental challenges intensify, the integration of faith and 

environmental ethics remains a vital and inspiring force for positive change. 
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