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Abstract: Arson cases pose significant challenges to fire investigators due to the deliberate use of accelerants, which are 

substances that promote and expedite the spread of fire. This research paper presents an analysis of various accelerants 

commonly found in arson cases and explores their implications for fire investigation. The study involved a comprehensive review 

of existing literature, case studies, and experimental analysis of accelerant samples collected from real arson incidents. 

The research aims to provide a deeper understanding of the characteristics, detection methods, and forensic significance of 

accelerants. The analysis includes a wide range of accelerants, such as gasoline, kerosene, alcohols, and other flammable liquids 

commonly utilized in arson incidents. Factors affecting the selection, application, and identification of accelerants are examined, 

including their volatility, residue patterns, and the influence of environmental conditions. 

Key findings reveal the importance of accurate and timely identification of accelerants in arson investigations. The study 

highlights the significance of forensic techniques like gas chromatography-mass spectrometry (GC-MS) and Fourier-transform 

infrared spectroscopy (FTIR) in identifying and analysing accelerant residues. Moreover, the paper emphasizes the crucial role 

of collaboration between fire investigators, forensic experts, and law enforcement agencies to effectively interpret and present 

the findings in a court of law. 

The implications of this research extend beyond the realm of fire investigation. Understanding the behaviour and identification 

of accelerants in arson cases can aid in the development of improved detection methods, forensic protocols, and investigative 

strategies. This knowledge can enhance the accuracy and reliability of evidence presented in arson-related legal proceedings, 

ultimately contributing to the pursuit of justice and the prevention of future incidents. 

Keywords: accelerants, arson cases, fire investigation, forensic science, detection methods, forensic analysis 

 

I. DETECTION OF VARIOUS ACCELERANTS IN ARSON INVESTIGATION 

 Let’s Start With Introduction to the Arson.  

 
  

Arson is the act of intentionally setting fire to property, whether it be a building, vehicle, or other structure. It is considered a crime, 

as it poses a danger to people's lives and property.  

Arson can be committed for a variety of reasons, including insurance fraud, revenge, or vandalism. In some cases, arson may also be 

used as a form of protest or terrorism.  
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Arson is typically classified as either first-degree or second-degree arson, depending on the severity of the crime. First-degree arson 

involves setting fire to a building or other structure with the intent to cause harm or destruction, while second-degree arson involves 

setting fire to property without the intent to cause harm or destruction.  

Arson is a serious crime that can result in significant property damage, injuries, and even loss of life. If you suspect that someone 

has committed arson, it is important to report it to the authorities immediately so that they can investigate and take appropriate 

action.   

 Arson is a complex crime that can have serious consequences for both the perpetrator and the victims. Here are some additional 

facts about arson:   

1) Causes of Arson: As I mentioned earlier, arson can be committed for a variety of reasons, including financial gain (such as 

insurance fraud), revenge, attention-seeking behaviour, or as a form of protest. Mental illness, substance abuse, and other 

personal issues may also contribute to someone's decision to commit arson.  

2) Types of Arson: Arson can take many different forms, including building fires, vehicle fires, wildfires, and arson of personal 

property. Each type of arson presents unique challenges to investigators.  

3) Investigations: Arson investigations can be complex and challenging. Investigators must determine the cause and origin of the 

fire, gather evidence, and identify potential suspects. They may use a variety of techniques, including forensic science and 

witness interviews, to piece together what happened.  

4) Legal Consequences: Arson is a serious crime that can result in significant legal consequences. Depending on the severity of 

the crime, perpetrators may face fines, probation, or even prison time. In cases where arson results in injury or death, 

perpetrators may be charged with murder or manslaughter.  

5) Prevention: Preventing arson requires a combination of education, awareness, and enforcement. Property owners can take steps 

to reduce the risk of arson, such as installing smoke detectors and fire sprinklers. Law enforcement agencies can work with 

communities to promote fire safety and to identify and address potential arson threats. 

Overall, arson is a serious crime that can have devastating consequences. By understanding the causes and consequences of arson, 

we can work together to prevent it and protect our communities.  

  

II. FURTHER WE MOVE TOWARDS INTRODUCTION TO ARSON INVESTIGATION 
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1) Arson investigation is a complex and challenging process that requires specialized skills and knowledge. It involves 

determining the cause and origin of a fire, gathering evidence, and identifying potential suspects. The ultimate goal of an arson 

investigation is to determine whether the fire was set intentionally, and if so, to identify the person responsible. 

2) Arson investigations can be conducted by a variety of agencies, including local fire departments, police departments, and 

federal agencies like the Bureau of Alcohol, Tobacco, Firearms and Explosives (ATF). Investigators typically work as part of a 

team, combining their expertise in areas such as fire science, forensic science, and criminal investigation to uncover the truth.  

3) The first step in an arson investigation is typically to secure the scene and prevent further damage or destruction. This may 

involve working with local fire departments to extinguish any remaining fires and to stabilize the area. Once the scene has been 

secured, investigators will begin to collect evidence.  

4) The type of evidence collected in an arson investigation can vary depending on the circumstances of the fire. Common types of 

evidence include debris samples, photographs, witness statements, and fire patterns. Investigators may also use specialized 

equipment like accelerant-sniffing dogs or thermal imaging cameras to help identify potential sources of ignition.  

5) Once evidence has been collected, it is analysed in a laboratory setting. This may involve testing debris samples for the 

presence of accelerants or other substances, or using computer models to recreate the fire and determine its cause and origin.  

6) Throughout the investigation, investigators work closely with local law enforcement agencies to identify potential suspects and 

to build a case against them. If a suspect is identified and charged with arson, the evidence collected during the investigation 

will be used in court to support the prosecution's case.  

7) In conclusion, arson investigation is a complex and challenging process that requires specialized skills and knowledge. By 

working together, investigators can uncover the truth about fires and bring those responsible to justice. 

  

A. Various Kind of Devices used to Cause Arson   

There are various types of devices that can be used in arson. Some of the most common devices includes:- 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

1) Ignition Sources: These are devices that can produce a spark or flame, and are typically used to start a fire. They can include 

matches, lighters, candles, or even a simple cigarette lighter. Ignition sources are often used in conjunction with other 

accelerants to start a fire quickly and efficiently.  

2) Incendiary Devices: These are devices that are specifically designed to start fires. They can include Molotov cocktails, gasoline 

or oil-based accelerants, or homemade bombs. Incendiary devices can be made from a variety of materials, including glass 

bottles, plastic containers, or metal pipes.  

3) Timers and Fuses: These are devices that can be used to delay the ignition of a fire, allowing the perpetrator time to escape or 

to create a distraction. Timers and fuses can be simple or complex, and can be made from a variety of materials, including 

electronic components, simple mechanical switches, or even burning fuses. In some cases, timers and fuses may be used in 

conjunction with other incendiary devices to start a fire.  

4) Electrical Devices: Electrical devices can be used to start a fire by causing a short circuit or by overloading a circuit. Tampering 

with electrical appliances or wiring can be a simple way to start a fire. Electrical devices can be particularly dangerous as they 

can cause fires to start unexpectedly or in areas that are difficult to access.  

5) Chemicals: Chemicals can be used to start or accelerate a fire. Some examples include household cleaning products, gasoline, 

lighter fluid, and other flammable liquids. Chemicals can be particularly dangerous as they can ignite quickly and can be 

difficult to control once a fire has started. 
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It's important to note that the use of any device to commit arson is a serious crime that can result in significant legal consequences. 

Arson investigators use a variety of techniques to identify the devices used in an arson and to gather evidence against the 

perpetrators. This can include forensic science, witness interviews, and other methods to determine the cause and origin of the fire.  

 

III. INTRODUCTION TO THE ACCELERANTS USED IN ARSON CASES 

Accelerants are substances that can be used to increase the speed or intensity of a fire. They are often used by arsonists to help start 

or spread a fire. Accelerants can include a wide range of materials, such as gasoline, lighter fluid, kerosene, propane, or even simple 

household items like paper or clothing.  

Accelerants can be particularly dangerous as they can cause fires to ignite quickly and spread rapidly, making them more difficult to 

control. Arson investigators can often identify the use of accelerants by examining patterns of fire damage, analysing debris 

samples, or conducting chemical tests. The use of accelerants in arson is a serious crime and can result in significant legal 

consequences.  

Accelerants are materials that can increase the rate or intensity of a fire. They can include liquids, gases, and even solids. Some 

examples of common accelerants include gasoline, kerosene, diesel fuel, lighter fluid, propane, and alcohol. These substances are 

often used by arsonists to help ignite a fire or to make it spread more quickly.  

Accelerants can be dangerous because they can cause fires to ignite more easily and spread more rapidly. When an accelerant is 

used, the fire may burn hotter and more intensely, making it more difficult for fire-fighters to extinguish. Additionally, accelerants 

can create explosive conditions that can be hazardous to fire-fighters and other first responders.  

Arson investigators can often detect the presence of accelerants by examining patterns of fire damage or conducting forensic tests on 

debris samples. For example, they may look for patterns of charring or discoloration that indicate the use of an accelerant, or they 

may use chemical tests to identify specific compounds that are commonly found in accelerants.  

The use of accelerants in arson is a serious crime that can result in significant legal consequences. In addition to facing criminal 

charges, an arsonist may also be held liable for any damages or injuries that result from the fire.  

  

A. Types of Accelerants used in Arson cases.  

There are many different types of accelerants that can be used in arson cases. Some of the most common types of accelerants 

include  

1) Gasoline: Gasoline is a highly flammable liquid that is commonly used as an accelerant in arson cases because it is easy to 

obtain and has a low flashpoint. It can ignite easily and burn rapidly, making it an effective accelerant. Arson investigators may 

look for gasoline residue on debris samples or use gas chromatography to detect the presence of gasoline in debris.  

2) Kerosene: Kerosene is another liquid fuel that is commonly used as an accelerant in arson cases. It is similar to gasoline in that 

it is highly flammable and has a low flashpoint. Arson investigators may use a similar method to detect kerosene residue as they 

would for gasoline.  

3) Diesel Fuel: Diesel fuel is a heavier and less volatile fuel than gasoline or kerosene, but it can still be used as an accelerant in 

arson cases. Diesel fuel can be obtained from trucks, buses, and other heavy machinery, making it a convenient option for 

arsonists. Arson investigators may use a different method to detect diesel fuel residue, such as gas chromatography or infrared 

spectrometry.  

4) Propane: Propane is a colourless, odourless gas that is commonly used for cooking and heating. It is highly flammable and can 

be used as an accelerant in arson cases. Arson investigators may look for propane residue on debris samples or use gas 

chromatography to detect the presence of propane in debris.  

5) Alcohol: Alcohol is a common household item that can be used as an accelerant in arson cases. It can include rubbing alcohol, 

denatured alcohol, and other types of alcohol-based solvents. Arson investigators may use gas chromatography or other 

chemical tests to detect the presence of alcohol in debris. 

6) Paint Thinner and other Solvents: Paint thinner and other solvents are often used in construction and maintenance work. They 

are highly flammable and can be used as accelerants in arson cases. Arson investigators may use gas chromatography or other 

chemical tests to detect the presence of solvents in debris 

7) Grease and Cooking Oil: Grease and cooking oil can be used as accelerants in arson cases, particularly in cases where the 

arsonist wants to start a fire in a kitchen or other cooking area. Arson investigators may look for patterns of fire damage or use 

gas chromatography to detect the presence of grease or cooking oil in debris. 
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a) Gasoline as an Accelerant 

 Gasoline is a common accelerant used in arson cases due to its high volatility and low flashpoint, which means it ignites easily 

and burns rapidly. It is easily accessible and can be obtained from gas stations, making it a convenient option for arsonists.  

 When gasoline is used as an accelerant, it leaves behind a distinctive burn pattern and residue. Arson investigators can detect 

gasoline residue on debris samples by using a variety of chemical tests, including gas chromatography and infrared 

spectrometry. They  can also look for burn patterns and other evidence that suggest the use of gasoline as an accelerant, such as 

charred wood or debris in a V-shaped or coneshaped pattern.  

 The use of gasoline as an accelerant is a serious crime and can result in significant legal consequences. Arson investigators take 

the use of accelerants very seriously and use a variety of techniques to identify their use in arson  cases. If gasoline or other 

accelerants are found at a fire scene, investigators will typically collect samples for laboratory analysis and work to identify any 

potential suspects who may have used them to start the fire.  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

b) Kerosene as an Accelerant 

• Kerosene is another common accelerant used in arson cases. Like gasoline, kerosene is a highly flammable liquid that has a low 

flashpoint, which means it can ignite easily and burn rapidly. It is often used in outdoor fires or in situations where an 

accelerant is needed to spread a fire quickly.  

• When kerosene is used as an accelerant, it can leave behind a distinctive odour and residue that is detectable by arson 

investigators. The residue may be visible on debris samples or detected using gas chromatography, a technique that separates 

and analyses the different components of a sample. Arson investigators may also use other chemical tests or tools, such as 

infrared spectrometry or mass spectrometry, to detect the presence of kerosene.  

• As with other accelerants, the use of kerosene as an accelerant is a serious crime that can result in significant legal 

consequences. Arson investigators will use a variety of techniques to identify the use of kerosene or other accelerants in arson 

cases, including analysing debris samples, conducting chemical tests, and examining the burn patterns at the scene of the fire. If 

kerosene or other accelerants are found, investigators will work to identify any potential suspects and gather evidence to build a 

case against them.  

  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



International Journal for Research in Applied Science & Engineering Technology (IJRASET) 

                                                                                           ISSN: 2321-9653; IC Value: 45.98; SJ Impact Factor: 7.538 

                                                                                                                Volume 11 Issue VI Jun 2023- Available at www.ijraset.com 

     

211© IJRASET: All Rights are Reserved |  SJ Impact Factor 7.538 |  ISRA Journal Impact Factor 7.894 |  

 

c) Diesel as Accelerant 

 Diesel fuel is a less common accelerant used in arson cases, but it can be effective in starting and spreading fires. Diesel fuel 

has a higher flashpoint and lower volatility than gasoline and kerosene, which means it may be more difficult to ignite but can 

burn for a longer period of time.  

 When diesel fuel is used as an accelerant, it can leave behind a distinctive odour and residue that can be detected by arson 

investigators. The residue may be visible on debris samples or detected using gas chromatography or other chemical tests. 

Diesel fuel can also leave a distinctive burn pattern on debris, such as a slow-burning, smouldering fire rather than a fast-

burning blaze.  

 Arson investigators may use a variety of techniques to identify the use of diesel fuel as an accelerant, including analysing debris 

samples, conducting chemical tests, and examining the burn patterns at the scene of the fire. If diesel fuel or other accelerants 

are found, investigators will work to identify any potential suspects and gather evidence to build a case against them.  

 It's worth noting that the use of any accelerant in an arson case is a serious crime that can result in significant legal 

consequences. Arson investigators take  the use of accelerants very seriously and use a variety of techniques to identify  their 

use in arson cases.  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

d) Propane as Accelerant 

 Propane is another less common but potent accelerant used in arson cases. Propane is a gas at room temperature and pressure, 

but when compressed, it can be easily stored as a liquid. Propane is commonly used as a fuel for cooking, heating, and other 

industrial applications, and can be found in tanks or cylinders in homes and businesses.  

 When propane is used as an accelerant, it can cause a powerful explosion and fire due to its high energy content and flammable 

nature. It can also leave behind a distinctive burn pattern and residue, which can be detected by arson investigators using a 

variety of techniques, such as gas chromatography, infrared spectrometry, and mass spectrometry.  

 The use of propane as an accelerant is a serious crime that can result in significant legal consequences. Arson investigators take 

the use of accelerants very seriously and use a variety of techniques to identify their use in arson cases. If propane or other 

accelerants are found at a fire scene, investigators will typically collect samples for laboratory analysis and work to identify any 

potential suspects who may have used them to start the fire.  

 It's worth noting that the use of propane as an accelerant can be particularly dangerous, as it can cause explosions and put 

people's lives at risk. If you suspect someone is using propane or other accelerants to start a fire, it's important to report it to the 

authorities immediately.  
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e) Alcohol as Accelerant 

• Alcohol is a common accelerant used in arson cases, particularly denatured alcohol or ethanol. Alcohol is a highly flammable 

liquid that has a low flashpoint, which means it can easily ignite and spread flames. It is commonly used as a fuel for heating 

and cooking, as well as in various industrial processes.  

• When alcohol is used as an accelerant, it can  leave behind a distinctive odour and residue that can be detected by arson 

investigators. The residue may be visible on debris samples or detected using gas chromatography or other chemical tests. 

Alcohol can also cause distinctive burn patterns, such as an intense, fast-burning fire with a high heat output.  

• Arson investigators may use a variety of techniques to identify the use of alcohol as an accelerant, including analysing debris 

samples, conducting chemical tests, and examining the burn patterns at the scene of the fire. If alcohol or other accelerants are 

found, investigators will work to identify any potential suspects and gather evidence to build a case against them.  

• It's worth noting that the use of any accelerant in an arson case is a serious crime that can result in significant legal 

consequences. Arson investigators take  the use of accelerants very seriously and use a variety of techniques to identify their 

use in arson cases. If you suspect someone is using alcohol or other accelerants to start a fire, it's important to report it to the 

authorities immediately.  

  

  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

f) Paint Thinner and other Solvents as Accelerants 

 Paint thinner and other solvents are also commonly used as accelerants in arson cases. These solvents include various organic 

compounds, such as acetone, toluene, and xylene. These solvents have a low flashpoint and are highly flammable, which means 

they can easily ignite and spread flames.  

 When paint thinner or other solvents are used as accelerants, they can leave behind a distinctive odour and residue that can be 

detected by arson investigators. The residue may be visible on debris samples or detected using gas chromatography or other 

chemical tests. These solvents can also cause distinctive burn patterns, such as an intense, fast-burning fire with a high heat 

output.  

 Arson investigators may use a variety of techniques to identify the use of solvents as accelerants, including analysing debris 

samples, conducting chemical tests, and examining the burn patterns at the scene of the fire. If solvents or other accelerants are 

found, investigators will work to identify any potential suspects and gather evidence to build a case against them.  

 It's worth noting that the use of any accelerant in an arson case is a serious crime that can result in significant legal 

consequences. Arson investigators take the use of accelerants very seriously and use a variety of techniques to identify their use 

in arson cases. If you suspect someone is using paint thinner or other solvents to start a fire, it's important to report it to the 

authorities immediately. 
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g) Grease and Cooking Oil Used as Accelerants 

 Grease and cooking oil can also be used as accelerants in arson cases, particularly in commercial kitchens or restaurants. Grease 

and cooking oil are flammable and can easily ignite, leading to intense and fast-burning fires.  

 When grease or cooking oil is used as an accelerant, it can leave behind a distinctive odour and residue that can be detected by 

arson investigators. The residue may be visible on debris samples or detected using gas chromatography or other chemical tests. 

These accelerants can also cause distinctive burn patterns, such as a high heat output and intense flames.  

 Arson investigators may use a variety of techniques to identify the use of grease or cooking oil as accelerants, including 

analysing debris samples, conducting chemical tests, and examining the burn patterns at the scene of the fire. If grease or 

cooking oil is found, investigators will work to identify any potential suspects and gather evidence to build a case against them.  

 It's worth noting that the use of accelerants in an arson case is a serious crime that can result in significant legal consequences. 

Arson investigators take the use of accelerants very seriously and use a variety of techniques to identify their use in arson cases. 

If you suspect someone is using grease or cooking oil to start a fire, it's important to report it to the authorities immediately. 

   

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

IV. METHODS FOR DETECTION OF ACCELERANTS FOUND IN ARSON CRIME SCENE 
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A. Arson Crime Scene 

An arson crime scene is a location where a fire has occurred and is suspected of being intentionally set. Arson investigations are 

complex and require a specialized approach to collect evidence and identify the cause and origin of the fire.  

 

When investigating an arson crime scene, arson investigators will typically take the following steps: 

1) Secure the area: The first step is to secure the area and make sure that no one tampers with or destroys evidence.  

2) Conduct a preliminary investigation: The investigators will walk through the scene and look for signs of forced entry, any 

accelerants used, and any other suspicious evidence.  

3) Document the scene: The investigators will document the scene by taking photographs and videos of the area. They will also 

sketch out the location of the fire, noting any debris or burn patterns.  

4) Collect evidence: The investigators will collect evidence, including debris samples, accelerant samples, and any other physical 

evidence that may help identify the cause of the fire.  

5) Analyse evidence: The collected evidence will be analysed using various scientific techniques, including gas chromatography, 

spectroscopy, and microscopy, to identify the presence of accelerants or other suspicious substances.  

6) Determine the cause and origin: Based on the evidence collected and analysed, investigators will determine the cause and origin 

of the fire.  

7) Build a case: Investigators will use the evidence gathered to build a case against any potential suspects. This may involve 

interviewing witnesses, analysing financial records, and conducting other investigative techniques. 

Overall, an arson crime scene is a complex and challenging environment to investigate. Arson investigators must be trained in 

various techniques to identify and collect evidence, and the investigation may take several months or even  years to complete.  

  

B. Do Accelerants found at Arson Crime Scene?  

Yes, accelerants can be found at an arson crime scene. Accelerants are substances that are used to make a fire burn faster or hotter 

than it would otherwise. Common examples of accelerants include gasoline, kerosene, diesel fuel, alcohol, and certain solvents.  

When an accelerant is used in an arson attack, it can leave behind physical evidence at the crime scene.  

This evidence can include:  

1) Residue: An accelerant can leave behind a residue that can be detected by trained investigators. This residue can be visible to 

the naked eye or may require specialized tests to identify.  

2) Burn patterns: An accelerant can cause distinctive burn patterns that can be used to identify its use. For example, a fire that 

burns particularly hot and fast in one area may indicate the use of an accelerant.  

3) Odour: Some accelerants have a strong odour that can be detected by trained investigators. This odour may linger in the air or 

may be detectable on debris samples taken from the crime scene. 

4) Arson investigators use a variety of techniques to identify accelerants at a crime scene, including gas chromatography, 

spectroscopy, and microscopy. These techniques allow investigators to detect even trace amounts of accelerants and identify 

their chemical makeup. 

5) Finding accelerants at a crime scene is a crucial part of any arson investigation. This evidence can help investigators identify 

the perpetrator of the crime and build a case against them.  

  

C. Various Detection Methods Used in Investigation of Different Accelerants Found at Crime Scene 

There are various detection methods that can be used to identify different types of accelerants found during an arson investigation. 

Here are some common detection methods:  

1) Gas chromatography-mass spectrometry (GC-MS): GC-MS is one of the most commonly used techniques for detecting 

accelerants in arson investigations. This method separates the various components of a sample and identifies them based on 

their mass and chemical composition.  

2) Fourier transform infrared (FTIR) spectroscopy: FTIR spectroscopy is another common technique used to detect accelerants in 

arson investigations. This method works by shining infrared light onto a sample, which causes the molecules to vibrate. The 

way the molecules vibrate can be used to identify the chemical composition of the sample.  

3) Liquid chromatography-mass spectrometry (LC-MS): LC-MS is a similar technique to GC-MS, but is used for detecting polar 

and non-volatile compounds, which may not be detectable by GC-MS.  



International Journal for Research in Applied Science & Engineering Technology (IJRASET) 

                                                                                           ISSN: 2321-9653; IC Value: 45.98; SJ Impact Factor: 7.538 

                                                                                                                Volume 11 Issue VI Jun 2023- Available at www.ijraset.com 

     

 
2115 © IJRASET: All Rights are Reserved |  SJ Impact Factor 7.538 |  ISRA Journal Impact Factor 7.894 |  

 

4) Dogs trained to detect accelerants: Dogs have a highly developed sense of smell and can be trained to detect various accelerants 

used in arson attacks. They are often used to search for accelerants in large outdoor areas where it may be difficult to collect 

samples.  

5) Colorimetric tests: These tests use chemicals that change colour in the presence of specific accelerants. They are quick and easy 

to use but may not be as reliable as more sophisticated techniques such as GC-MS or FTIR spectroscopy. 

These detection methods can be used to identify a wide range of accelerants, including gasoline, kerosene, diesel fuel, alcohol, and 

certain solvents. By identifying the accelerant used in an arson attack, investigators can gain valuable information about the 

perpetrator and build a stronger case against them.  

   

D. Method of Detection of Gasoline at Arson Crime Scene 

Here are several methods used to detect the presence of gasoline at an arson crime scene. Here are a few common ones:  

1) Gas chromatography-mass spectrometry (GC-MS): This is one of the most reliable methods for detecting gasoline at a crime 

scene. It involves extracting samples from the scene and analyzing them with GC-MS. This technique can detect even trace 

amounts of gasoline and provide detailed information about its chemical composition.  

2) Headspace analysis: This method involves collecting vapors that are present above the surface of a sample and analysing them 

for the presence of gasoline. This method can be used to detect gasoline even if it has evaporated or soaked into porous 

materials.  

3) Colorimetric tests: These tests use chemicals that react with gasoline and change colour in the presence of gasoline vapours or 

liquid. However, these tests are less reliable than more sophisticated methods like GC-MS and may only provide a general 

indication of the presence of gasoline. 

4) Canine detection: Dogs have a highly developed sense of smell and can be trained to detect the presence of gasoline at a crime 

scene. They can be particularly useful in searching large outdoor areas where gasoline may have soaked into the ground or 

vegetation.  

5) Visual inspection: Gasoline may leave behind visible traces at a crime scene, such as stains or discoloration on surfaces, and 

may have a distinct odour. However, visual inspection alone is not sufficient to confirm the presence of gasoline, and other 

detection methods should be used to confirm any suspicions. 

By using these detection methods to identify gasoline at a crime scene, investigators can gain valuable information about the arson 

attack and the perpetrator.  

   

E. Method of Detection of ITR and Perfumes at Arson Crime Scene 

Detection of ignitable liquids like perfumes and ITR (Isopropyl alcohol, Toluene, and n-Heptane) at arson crime scenes can be done 

through various methods. Here are some common ones:  

1) Gas chromatography-mass spectrometry (GC-MS): GC-MS is a reliable and widely used method to detect ignitable liquids like 

perfumes and ITR at arson crime scenes. This method can separate and identify the various components of the sample, 

providing detailed information about the chemical composition of the liquid. 

2) Headspace analysis: This method involves collecting vapours from a sample using a sealed container, and analysing the vapour 

phase for the presence of ignitable liquids. Headspace analysis can detect even trace amounts of volatile liquids, making it a 

useful tool in arson investigations.  

3) Portable gas detectors: These handheld devices can detect the presence of volatile organic compounds (VOCs) like perfumes 

and ITR. They are often used in conjunction with visual inspections and other detection methods to confirm the presence of 

ignitable liquids at a crime scene.  

4) Canine detection: Dogs can be trained to detect the scent of ignitable liquids like perfumes and ITR at a crime scene. They have 

a highly sensitive sense of smell and can locate even small amounts of the liquids, making them a useful tool in arson 

investigations.  

5) Colorimetric tests: These tests use chemicals that react with ignitable liquids and change color, providing a quick indication of 

their presence. However, they are less reliable than more sophisticated techniques like GC-MS and should be used in 

conjunction with other detection methods. 

By using these detection methods, investigators can identify the presence of ignitable liquids like perfumes and ITR at arson crime 

scenes. This information can help to build a stronger case against the perpetrator and may also help to identify the type of accelerant 

used in the arson attack.  
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F.  Method of Detection of Cooking oil and Grease at Arson Crime Scene 

Detection of cooking oil and grease at an arson crime scene can be challenging, as these substances may not have a strong odour and 

can be difficult to distinguish from other materials found at the scene. Here are some methods that can be used to detect cooking oil 

and grease:  

1) Visual inspection: Investigators can visually inspect the scene for evidence of cooking oil or grease, such as the presence of 

cooking appliances, utensils, or food residue. Cooking oil and grease may leave visible stains or smears on surfaces, or may be 

found in pools or droplets on the floor.  

2) Chemical tests: Chemical tests can be used to detect the presence of fatty acids, which are present in cooking oil and grease. 

One commonly used test is the Grease-Soluble Test, which involves dissolving a sample in a solvent and adding a chemical 

reagent. If the fatty acids are present, the solution will turn a characteristic colour.  

3) Gas chromatography-mass spectrometry (GC-MS): GC-MS can be used to detect the presence of fatty acids in a sample. This 

method can provide detailed information about the chemical composition of the oil or grease, helping investigators to identify 

the specific type of substance present.  

4) Fourier transform infrared spectroscopy (FTIR): FTIR is a technique that can be used to analyse the molecular structure of a 

substance. It can be used to identify the presence of fatty acids, as well as other substances that may be present at the crime 

scene.  

5) Canine detection: Specially trained dogs can be used to detect the scent of cooking oil and grease at an arson crime scene. Dogs 

have a highly sensitive sense of smell and can locate even small amounts of these substances. 

By using a combination of these methods, investigators can identify the presence of cooking oil and grease at an arson crime scene. 

This information can help to determine the cause and origin of the fire, as well as to identify any potential suspects or motives.  
 

G. Method of Detection of Paint Thinner and other Solvents at Arson Crime Scene 

Paint thinner and other solvents are commonly used as accelerants in arson cases. Here are some methods that can be used to detect 

them at a crime scene:  

1) Visual inspection: Investigators can visually inspect the scene for evidence of solvents, such as containers, rags, or brushes that 

may have been used to apply the accelerant. They may also look for discoloration or damage to surfaces, which can indicate the 

use of a solvent.  

2) Chemical tests: Chemical tests can be used to detect the presence of specific solvents. One commonly used test is the Lucas 

Test, which involves mixing a sample with a reagent and observing the formation of layers. Another test is the 

Dinitrophenylhydrazine (DNPH) test, which involves adding a reagent to a sample and observing a colour change.  

3) Gas chromatography-mass spectrometry (GC-MS): GC-MS can be used to identify the specific type of solvent present at the 

crime scene. This method can provide detailed information about the chemical composition of the sample, helping investigators 

to identify the specific substance used as an accelerant.  

4) Fourier transform infrared spectroscopy (FTIR): FTIR can be used to analyse the molecular structure of a substance, helping to 

identify the presence of specific solvents.  

5) Canine detection: Specially trained dogs can be used to detect the scent of solvents at an arson crime scene. Dogs have a highly 

sensitive sense of smell and can locate even small amounts of these substances. 

By using a combination of these methods, investigators can identify the presence of solvents at an arson crime scene. This 

information can help to determine the cause and origin of the fire, as well as to identify any potential suspects or motives.  
  

H. Method of Detection of Alcohol at Arson Crime Scene 

Alcohol is a commonly used accelerant in arson cases. Here are some methods that can be used to detect it at a crime scene:  

1) Visual inspection: Investigators can visually inspect the scene for evidence of alcohol, such as containers, bottles, or cans that 

may have been used to store or transport the accelerant. They may also look for discoloration or damage to surfaces, which can 

indicate the use of alcohol.  

2) Chemical tests: Chemical tests can be used to detect the presence of alcohol. One commonly used test is the iodine-azide test, 

which involves adding a reagent to a sample and observing a colour change. Another test is the refractive index test, which 

involves measuring the refractive index of the sample and comparing it to a known standard.  
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3) Gas chromatography-mass spectrometry (GC-MS): GC-MS can be used to identify the specific type of alcohol present at the 

crime scene. This method can provide detailed information about the chemical composition of the sample, helping investigators 

to identify the specific substance used as an accelerant. 

4) Enzyme immunoassay (EIA): EIA can be used to detect the presence of alcohol in biological samples, such as blood or urine. 

This method can help to determine if an individual was under the influence of alcohol at the time of the fire.  

5) Canine detection: Specially trained dogs can be used to detect the scent of alcohol at an arson crime scene. Dogs have a highly 

sensitive sense of smell and can locate even small amounts of these substances.  

By using a combination of these methods, investigators can identify the presence of alcohol at an arson crime scene. This 

information can help to determine the cause and origin of the fire, as well as to identify any potential suspects or motives. 

  

V. LEGAL ISSUES IN ARSON INVESTIGATION  

A. Arson Laws and Statutes 

Definition of arson under the law: Arson is typically defined as the intentional or reckless setting of a fire to a building or property. 

The precise definition of arson may vary by jurisdiction, but it typically involves the wilful act of starting a fire.   

Types of arson offenses and penalties: Arson offenses may be classified as either misdemeanours or felonies, with the severity of the 

offense depending on factors such as the value of the property damaged, the presence of people in the building at the time of the 

fire, and whether the fire resulted in injury or death. Penalties for arson can range from fines to imprisonment, and in some cases, 

the death penalty. C. Factors that may aggravate or mitigate arson charges: The circumstances surrounding the arson may affect the 

severity of the charges and penalties. For example, arson committed as part of a hate crime may be considered more severe than 

arson committed for personal gain. Conversely, mitigating factors such as a lack of intent or mental incapacity may reduce the 

severity of the charges and penalties.  

 

B. Criminal and Civil Liability 

1) Criminal Liability for Arson 

a) Elements of the crime: To establish criminal liability for arson, prosecutors must prove that the defendant intentionally or 

recklessly set fire to the property. The prosecution may also need to establish that the defendant acted with malice or specific 

intent to cause harm.  

b) Burden of proof: The prosecution has the burden of proving each element of the crime beyond a reasonable doubt.  

c) Possible defences: Defences to arson charges may include lack of intent, mistake, or an alibi. It's also possible to challenge the 

scientific evidence used to establish the cause of the fire.  

 

2) Civil liability for arson 

a) Liability for property damage and personal injury: Arsonists may be held liable for damages to property and personal injury 

resulting from the fire. This liability may be established through a civil lawsuit, separate from any criminal charges that may be 

filed.  

b) Insurance coverage and arson fraud: Insurance policies typically cover losses resulting from fires, but insurers may deny 

coverage if they suspect that the policyholder committed arson. In some cases, individuals may be charged with arson fraud for 

intentionally setting a fire to collect insurance benefits.  

 

C. Expert Witness Testimony 

The role of expert witnesses in arson investigation: Expert witnesses may be called upon to provide testimony on the cause and 

origin of the fire, as well as on the behaviour of the fire and the materials involved.  

1) Qualifications and credentials of expert witnesses: To be considered a credible expert witness, individuals must have the 

necessary qualifications and credentials in their field, as well as experience in arson investigation.  

2) Admissibility of expert testimony in court: The admissibility of expert testimony is subject to certain rules and standards, such 

as the Dauber and Frye standards.  

3) Dauber and Frye standards for expert testimony: The Dauber and Frye standards are used by courts to determine the 

admissibility of expert testimony. The Dauber standard requires that the expert's testimony be based on scientific knowledge 

that has been tested and peer-reviewed, while the Frye standard requires that the scientific principles behind the testimony be 

generally accepted in the relevant scientific community.  
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VI. CONCLUSION TO THE TOPIC. 

In summary, the detection of accelerants used during arson cases is a critical aspect of arson investigations. Accelerants are 

substances used to increase the speed or intensity of a fire, and they leave behind chemical residues that can be used to identify 

them. Detecting accelerants can provide important information about the cause and origin of the fire, as well as potential suspects or 

motives.  

1) Various methods can be used to detect accelerants at an arson crime scene, including visual inspection, chemical tests, gas 

chromatography-mass spectrometry (GC-MS), and canine detection. Different types of accelerants require different detection 

methods, and often a combination of techniques is used to ensure accuracy and reliability.  

2) Overall, the detection of accelerants is a complex and nuanced process that requires specialized knowledge and expertise. Arson 

investigators must be trained in the use of these methods and have access to advanced analytical tools and equipment to carry 

out their work effectively.  

3) Detecting accelerants used in arson cases is important because it can help investigators determine the cause and origin of the 

fire, as well as identify potential suspects or motives. There are several types of accelerants that can be used in arson, including 

gasoline, kerosene, diesel, propane, alcohol, paint thinner and other solvents, and cooking oil or grease. Each of these 

accelerants leaves behind unique chemical signatures or residues that can be detected using specialized techniques.  

4) Visual inspection is the first step in detecting accelerants. Investigators search for patterns of fire damage and evidence of how 

the fire started. For example, if the fire started in multiple locations or if there are signs of a liquid pouring pattern, it may 

suggest the use of an accelerant. Once suspicious areas are identified, samples can be collected for further testing 

5) Chemical tests are commonly used to detect accelerants at a crime scene. These tests involve spraying or swabbing a sample 

with a chemical reagent that reacts with specific compounds found in accelerants, producing a visible colour change. The most 

commonly used chemical tests are the Kastle-Meyer test for blood, the Phenolphthalein test for acids and bases, and the 

Dinitrophenol test for nitrates.  

6) Gas chromatography-mass spectrometry (GC-MS) is a more advanced technique used to detect accelerants. This method 

involves heating a sample to vaporize any accelerants present and then separating the individual compounds using a gas 

chromatograph. The separated compounds are then analyzed using mass spectrometry to identify their chemical composition. 

7) Canine detection is another method used to detect accelerants. Specially trained dogs can detect accelerants by sniffing out the 

chemical compounds present in them. This method is highly effective and is often used in conjunction with other detection 

methods.  

8) In conclusion, detecting accelerants used in arson cases requires specialized knowledge and expertise, and a combination of 

techniques is often used to ensure accuracy and reliability. Arson investigators must be well-trained in the use of these methods 

and have access to advanced analytical tools and equipment to carry out their work effectively.  
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