
 

13 V May 2025

https://doi.org/10.22214/ijraset.2025.68417



International Journal for Research in Applied Science & Engineering Technology (IJRASET) 

                                                                                           ISSN: 2321-9653; IC Value: 45.98; SJ Impact Factor: 7.538 

                                                                                                                Volume 13 Issue V May 2025- Available at www.ijraset.com 

     

 
1501 © IJRASET: All Rights are Reserved |  SJ Impact Factor 7.538 |  ISRA Journal Impact Factor 7.894 |  

 

Drowsiness Detection System for Vehicles Using 

Raspberry PI 
 

Athul Krishna EM
1
, Gokul S Kumar

2
, Sanjay Kumar P

3
, Harikrishnan K P

4
, Dr. L. C. Manikandan

5
 

1, 2, 3, 4
B.Tech Student, 

5
Professor, CSE Department, Universal Engineering College, Thrissur, Kerala 

 

Abstract: Drowsy driving is a leading cause of road accidents worldwide, leading to severe consequences, including fatalities and 

property damage. This research introduces a real-time drowsiness detection system aimed at alerting drivers and reducing 

accident risks. The system leverages computer vision and machine learning algorithms to identify early indicators of drowsiness, 

such as eye closure, head movements, and facial expressions. A Convol utional Neural Network (CNN) is trained using a dataset 

containing images of drivers, achieving a 95% accuracy rate in drowsiness detection. To enhance driver awareness, the system is 

equipped with real-time alerts, including visual, auditory, and vibrational warnings when drowsiness is detected. Extensive 

testing on driver datasets demonstrates the system's effectiveness in recognizing drowsiness and minimizing accident risks. This 

study highlights the potential of machine learning and computer vision in real-time drowsiness monitoring, contributing to 

improved road safety. 
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I. INTRODUCTION 

Drowsy driving [3] is a leading factor in road accidents and fatalities worldwide. Fatigue impairs reaction time, focus, and decision-

making abilities, increasing the likelihood of preventable crashes. To address this issue, a real-time Drowsiness Detection System 

has been developed using non-invasive methods to recognize signs of driver fatigue and issue immediate alerts. 

The system employs computer vision and machine learning algorithms to track key physiological indicators of drowsiness, such as 

prolonged eye closure, reduced blinking, and yawning. By monitoring facial landmarks through a camera, it evaluates driver 

alertness without requiring physical contact or invasive sensors, ensuring minimal interference with the driving experience while 

maximizing safety. A primary advantage of this system is its real-time responsiveness. When signs of fatigue are detected, the 

system activates auditory and visual warnings, such as a buzzer, to prompt the driver to take corrective action. Its scalability and 

user-friendly design make it suitable for both personal vehicles and commercial fleets. Existing drowsiness detection methods often 

rely on hardware-intensive solutions or lack real-time accuracy. The proposed system overcomes these challenges by leveraging 

Python, OpenCV, and Dlib, along with machine learning algorithms like Naive Bayes. However, external factors such as lighting 

conditions and camera quality can impact its performance. Future improvements may include integrating additional sensors (e.g., 

eye-tracking or heart rate monitors) and employing artificial intelligence for more accurate fatigue detection. Wireless connectivity 

could also allow for long-term driver monitoring and personalized recommendations. In conclusion, this Drowsiness Detection 

System represents a significant advancement in road safety by providing a real-time, non-intrusive solution to combat driver fatigue. 

Future enhancements will further refine its accuracy, ensuring wider adoption and a greater impact in reducing drowsy-driving-

related accidents. 

II. LITERATURE SURVEY  

Driver fatigue is a major contributor to road accidents worldwide, prompting extensive research into effective drowsiness detection 

methods. This literature survey reviews key techniques used for drowsiness detection, categorized into physiological-based 

approaches, behavioural-based techniques, machine learning models, and hybrid systems. The objective is to evaluate past research 

and identify opportunities for further advancements 

A. Physiological-Based Approaches 

Physiological monitoring relies on biological signals that fluctuate with fatigue. 

1) EEG-Based Monitoring 

Electroencephalography (EEG) records brain activity and has been widely used to detect drowsiness. Research indicates that 

increased theta waves (4–7 Hz) and decreased alpha waves (8–13 Hz) strongly correlate with fatigue. Both wet and dry electrode 

systems have been explored to enhance user comfort and data quality. However, EEG-based methods require electrode placement 

on the scalp, making them impractical for everyday driving scenarios. 
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2) ECG and Heart Rate Variability 

Electrocardiogram (ECG) sensors track heart rate variability (HRV), which decreases as drowsiness increases, providing a 

quantifiable measure of fatigue. Although wireless ECG sensors improve usability [15], movement artifacts and the need for skin-

contact electrodes present challenges. 

 

3) Skin Conductance and Temperature Monitoring 

Galvanic Skin Response (GSR) and body temperature monitoring offer additional physiological indicators of drowsiness. These 

signals fluctuate subtly with changes in arousal state. However, environmental conditions can interfere with sensor accuracy, 

requiring integration with other physiological signals for robust performance. 

 

B. Behavioral-Based Approaches 

Behavioral techniques analyze physical actions and facial expressions to assess driver alertness. 

1) Eye-Tracking Systems 

Eye-tracking has become a popular non-invasive method for drowsiness detection. It monitors blink duration, blink frequency, and 

percentage of eye closure (PERCLOS). Modern systems employ high-resolution cameras and infrared illumination to enhance 

performance under varying lighting conditions. 

 

2) Yawning and Head Pose Estimation 

Facial expressions, such as yawning [7] and head nodding, serve as reliable indicators of fatigue. Advanced image processing 

techniques and facial landmark detection algorithms are used to track these behaviors. CNN-based yawning detection models have 

demonstrated promising results. 

 

3) Combined Behavioral Analysis 

Combining multiple behavioral cues (e.g., eye movements, yawning, and head tilt) improves detection accuracy. Time-series 

analysis captures the progression of drowsiness over time, reducing false positives compared to single-cue models. 

 

C. Machine Learning Models For Drowsiness Detection 

Machine learning techniques [8] have significantly improved real-time drowsiness analysis and accuracy levels. 

1) Traditional Classifiers 

Early drowsiness detection models used Support Vector Machines (SVM) and Decision Trees, relying on feature extraction [11] 

from EEG and image data. However, these models require extensive feature engineering and are sensitive to noise. 

 

2) Deep Learning Approaches 

Deep learning techniques [9] such as Convolutional Neural Networks (CNNs) and Long Short-Term Memory (LSTM) networks 

have shown superior performance. CNNs excel at spatial feature extraction from facial images, while LSTM models capture 

temporal dependencies in sequential data. 

 

III. PROPOSED SYSTEM 

The proposed drowsiness detection system overcomes the limitations of traditional methods by employing a standard webcam to 

capture real-time video of the driver [14]. It analyses facial landmarks to detect eye closure, yawning, and head tilts using computer 

vision and deep learning models. This approach provides a non-intrusive, cost-effective, and scalable solution suitable for 

integration into existing vehicle systems.  

 

Key features include: 

1) Advanced Computer Vision: Utilizes OpenCV and Dlib [12] for facial landmark detection. 

2) Deep Learning Models: Implements CNN-based image analysis for high-precision detection. 

3) Real-Time Alerts: Includes visual, auditory, and vibrational feedback to prompt driver response. 

4) Robust Performance: Designed to function effectively under varied lighting and environmental conditions. 
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Future improvements may include: 

a) Integrating advanced sensors (e.g., eye-tracking, heart rate monitors). 

b) Enhancing AI algorithms to recognize subtle fatigue indicators. 

c) Wireless data transmission for long-term monitoring and personalized recommendations. 

By leveraging cutting-edge AI and computer vision, this system represents a major advancement in driver safety technology, 

helping prevent accidents caused by drowsy driving. 

 

A. System Architecture 

The architecture of the proposed system [10] comprises multiple interrelated modules that work together to detect driver drowsiness. 

A webcam serves as the primary input device, capturing real-time video of the driver. The system pre-processes the video feed by 

enhancing image quality and adjusting for varying lighting conditions. 

Facial detection and landmark extraction are then performed using an advanced algorithm to identify key facial points such as the 

eyes, mouth, and head position. The extracted landmarks are fed into a deep learning model, which consists of a convolutional 

neural network (CNN) for spatial feature extraction and a long short-term memory (LSTM) network to capture temporal 

dependencies. The system continuously analyzes the video frames and assigns a drowsiness probability score. If the score surpasses 

a predefined threshold, an alert is triggered. 

 

 

Fig. 1  System architecture 

 

Fig. 2  illustrates how the Raspberry Pi acts as the central processing unit, powered by an external power supply and connected to a 

camera for real-time monitoring. Upon detecting signs of drowsiness, the system activates a buzzer to alert the driver 

 

B. System Components 

The system comprises four primary software modules, each playing a crucial role in the detection process. These modules are 

detailed below: 

1) Data Acquisition Module 

This module captures real-time video data of the driver using a 5MP webcam. The camera operates at a frame rate of approximately 

30 frames per second, ensuring a steady and clear video feed. Preprocessing techniques such as Gaussian blur for noise reduction, 

contrast enhancement, and color normalization are applied to improve image quality. These preprocessing steps help the system 

perform efficiently under different lighting conditions while optimizing computational resources. 

 

2) Feature Extraction Module 

After acquiring the video frames, the system extracts facial features to detect signs of drowsiness. This module uses OpenCV and 

Dlib libraries [5]for facial landmark detection, employing a 68-point landmark model to identify critical facial regions like the eyes, 

mouth, and eyebrows. Key metrics extracted include: 

1) Eye Aspect Ratio (EAR): Used for blink detection; a consistently low EAR indicates prolonged eye closure. 

2) Mouth Aspect Ratio (MAR): Monitors yawning by analyzing mouth openings. 

3) Head Pose Estimation: Tracks head nodding and unusual tilts associated with drowsiness. 

The module continuously monitors these dynamic changes over successive frames to determine the driver’s alertness level. 
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3) Model Inference Module 

This module is responsible for processing the extracted features and classifying the driver’s state. A Naive Bayes classifier, trained 

on labelled data indicating different states such as alert, drowsy, and fatigued, calculates the probability of drowsiness. The classifier 

evaluates EAR, MAR, and blink rates to generate a drowsiness probability score. 

 

4) Alert Generation Module 

Once the system identifies signs of drowsiness, it triggers an alert. Currently, the system uses an auditory alert (buzzer) to notify the 

driver. Future iterations [13] may incorporate visual notifications or haptic feedback to enhance alert effectiveness. 

 

C. Hardware Components 

The system relies on robust hardware components for optimal real-time performance. The key components include: 

1) Raspberry Pi 4B (Fig .2): Acts as the primary processing unit, handling real-time video processing and executing computer 

vision algorithms. 

Fig. 2 Raspberry pi 4B 

 

2)  Buzzer (Fig .3): Provides immediate audio alerts upon detecting drowsiness, ensuring timely warnings to prevent accidents. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Fig. 3  Buzzer 

3) Webcam (Fig.4): Captures live video data, enabling the system to detect subtle facial movements and expressions with high 

accuracy. 

Fig. 4  Webcam 
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IV.  RESULTS AND DISCUSSION 

The Drowsiness Detection System underwent extensive testing under diverse conditions to evaluate its accuracy, response time, and 

real-time performance. The system demonstrated over 90% detection accuracy under optimal conditions, making it a reliable 

solution for detecting driver fatigue [6]. 

This section presents a comprehensive analysis of the experimental results, including key performance metrics, environmental 

impact assessments, and comparisons with existing solutions. Various test scenarios were conducted to assess the impact of different 

lighting conditions, user variations, and hardware constraints. Additionally, a comparative evaluation was performed to benchmark 

the system against other drowsiness detection approaches. 

 

A. Detection Accuracy 

The accuracy of the system was measured based on its ability to detect prolonged eye closure, yawning, and head nodding [4]. Table 

1. Summarizes the system’s performance for these indicators. 

 

TABLE I 

Detection Accuracy for Different Fatigue Indicators 

FATIGUE INDICATOR DETECTION 

ACCURACY 

FALSE POSITIVE 

RATE (%) 

FALSE NEGATIVE 

RATE (%) 

EYE CLOSURE 

(PROLONGED) 

92 5 3 

YAWNING 88 7 5 

HEAD NODDING 85 10 5 

OVERALL SYSTEM 

ACCURACY 

90 7 4 

 

B. Real-Time Processing Efficiency 

The system’s real-time performance was evaluated based on frame processing speed, latency, and resource utilization. Table 4.2 

presents a summary of real-time processing performance. 

 

TABLE III 

     Real-Time Processing Performance 

                     

          

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

The system achieved an average frame processing speed of 25 milliseconds, with a maximum frame rate of 40 frames per second. 

The latency remained within acceptable limits, ensuring a quick response to detected drowsiness. 

 

 

 

METRIC VALUE 

AVERAGE FRAME PROCESSING TIME 25ms per frame 

MAXIMUM ACHIEVABLE FPS 40 FPS 

END TO END SYSTEM LATENCY 200ms 

CPU UTILIZATION(PEAK) 70% 
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C. Detection Accuracy For Eye State Classification 

Drowsiness detection relies heavily on eye state classification [1], which distinguishes between open and closed eyes using the Eye 

Aspect Ratio (EAR). This classification process is illustrated in Fig.5 and 6 

Fig. 5 Closed Eyes Detection using Facial Landmark Model 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Fig. 6 Open Eyes Detection using Facial Landmark Model 

 

V. CONCLUSIONS 

The Drowsiness Detector System represents a significant advancement in driver safety technology. Through rigorous development 

and testing, the system has proven effective in identifying fatigue-related behaviors with high accuracy. By leveraging real-time 

computer vision techniques, it provides non-intrusive monitoring that does not require specialized hardware, making it accessible 

for widespread implementation. Key advantages of the system include its ability to process video at high frame rates, maintain low 

latency, and deliver timely alerts to drowsy drivers. Its modular architecture allows for scalability and future enhancements. The 

system's multi-faceted approach to drowsiness detection analyzing EAR, MAR, and head movements ensures greater accuracy 

compared to single-factor detection methods. Despite its strengths, the system has some limitations. Performance may degrade in 

low-light environments, though this issue can be mitigated by incorporating infrared cameras. Additionally, the accuracy of 

detection may be affected by occlusions, such as sunglasses or face coverings. 

In conclusion, the Drowsiness Detector System is a significant step toward reducing fatigue-related traffic accidents worldwide. 

With continued research and development, this technology has the potential to enhance road safety on a global scale. 
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