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Abstract: This research paper presents a study on the use of an advanced ALCDC system, which utilizes a deep learning-based 
convolutional neural network (CNN) algorithm, for early detection of lung cancer. The purpose of this study is to evaluate the 
effectiveness of this system in detecting lung cancer at an early stage and to compare its performance with traditional detection 
methods.Lung cancer is the leading cause of cancer-related deaths worldwide, with a high mortality rate due to late diagnosis. 
Therefore, early detection of lung cancer is crucial for successful treatment and improving patient outcomes. Traditional 
methods of lung cancer detection, such as chest X-rays and CT scans, have limitations in terms of accuracy and efficiency. 
Recent advancements in AI and deep learning algorithms, such as CNNs, have shown promise in improving the accuracy and 
efficiency of lung cancer detection.In comparison to traditional detection methods, the ALCDC system showed a significant 
improvement in accuracy and efficiency. The system was able to detect lung nodules at an earlier stage, which is critical for 
successful treatment and improving patient outcomes.  
Keywords: Lung cancer, classification of lung cancer, Machine Learning, Deep Learning, CNN algorithm. 
 

I.      INTRODUCTION 
One of the leading causes of cancer-related deaths globally is lung cancer. In the United States alone, it is the leading cause of 
cancer-related deaths, with an estimated 235,760 new cases and 131,880 deaths in 2021 (American Cancer Society, 2021). The high 
mortality rate associated with lung cancer is partly due to the late detection of the disease, as it often presents with non-specific 
symptoms or no symptoms at all in its early stages. 
Early detection of lung cancer is critical for improving patient outcomes and reducing mortality rates. Traditional methods of lung 
cancer detection, such as chest X-rays and CT scans, have limitations in terms of accuracy and efficiency. They are often unable to 
detect small nodules, which are more likely to be malignant, and may produce false-positive results, leading to unnecessary 
procedures and anxiety for patients. 
Recent advancements in AI and deep learning algorithms, such as convolutional neural networks (CNNs), have shown promise in 
improving the accuracy and efficiency of lung cancer detection. CNNs are a type of deep learning algorithm that can recognize 
patterns and features in images, making them well-suited for medical image analysis. They have been applied to a wide range of 
medical imaging tasks, including lung cancer detection. 
The ALCDC (Automated Lung Cancer Detection and Classification) system is an advanced system that utilizes a CNN algorithm 
for early detection of lung cancer. The system has been developed to detect and classify lung nodules as either malignant or benign, 
with a high level of accuracy and efficiency. The system has been trained using a large dataset of CT scans to identify patterns and 
features associated with lung nodules, and it has been optimized to detect small nodules that are often missed by traditional 
detection methods. 
The purpose of this research paper is to evaluate the effectiveness of the ALCDC system in detecting lung cancer at an early stage 
and to compare its performance with traditional detection methods. The study will use a dataset of CT scans from patients with lung 
nodules to evaluate the sensitivity, specificity, and accuracy of the system. The study will also compare the performance of the 
ALCDC system with traditional detection methods, such as chest X-rays and CT scans. 
In recent years, there has been growing interest in the use of AI and deep learning algorithms for medical image analysis, including 
lung cancer detection. CNNs, in particular, have shown promise in improving the accuracy and efficiency of lung cancer detection. 
These algorithms can recognize patterns and features in images that are difficult for humans to discern, making them well-suited for 
medical image analysis. 
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Traditional methods of lung cancer detection, such as chest X-rays and CT scans, have limitations in terms of accuracy and 
efficiency. Chest X-rays are often unable to detect small nodules, and CT scans may produce false-positive results, leading to 
unnecessary procedures and anxiety for patients. Furthermore, these methods require trained radiologists to analyze the images, 
which can be time-consuming and costly. 
The use of CNNs for lung cancer detection has the potential to overcome these limitations. These algorithms can analyze images 
automatically, reducing the need for trained radiologists and improving the efficiency of the diagnostic process. Additionally, CNNs 
can detect small nodules that may be missed by traditional methods, potentially improving the accuracy of lung cancer detection. 
 

II.      LITERATURE SURVEY 
The early diagnosis of lung cancer is crucial in increasing the chances of successful treatment and improving patient outcomes. The 
use of advanced artificial intelligence (AI) techniques, such as deep learning-based convolutional neural networks (CNN), in 
conjunction with computer-aided detection and diagnosis systems, has shown great potential for improving the accuracy and 
efficiency of lung cancer diagnosis. 
Parveen and Kavitha (2014) proposed a lung nodule classification system using support vector machine (SVM) kernels. The system 
achieved an accuracy of 96.92% in classifying nodules as benign or malignant. However, the system was limited to nodule 
classification, and did not address the larger problem of early diagnosis of lung cancer. 
Hua et al. (2015) developed a computer-aided classification system for lung nodules using a deep learning-based CNN technique. 
The system achieved an accuracy of 88.6% in detecting and classifying lung nodules as benign or malignant. The study showed the 
potential of deep learning-based techniques in improving the accuracy of lung cancer diagnosis. 
Kumar et al. (2015) proposed a lung nodule classification system using deep features extracted from CT images. The system 
achieved an accuracy of 86.6% in classifying nodules as benign or malignant. The study demonstrated the potential of deep 
learning-based techniques in improving the accuracy of lung cancer diagnosis. 
Kuruvilla and Gunavathi (2014) developed a neural network-based system for lung cancer classification using CT images. The 
system achieved an accuracy of 92.65% in classifying nodules as benign or malignant. The study showed the potential of neural 
network-based techniques in improving the accuracy of lung cancer diagnosis. 
El-Regaily et al. (2017) proposed a lung nodule segmentation and detection system in CT images using machine learning 
techniques. The system achieved a sensitivity of 94.2% and a specificity of 96.1% in detecting lung nodules. The study 
demonstrated the potential of machine learning-based techniques in improving the accuracy of lung cancer diagnosis. 
Jony et al. (2019) proposed a lung cancer detection system using gray-level co-occurrence matrix (GLCM) features and SVM. The 
system achieved an accuracy of 96.67% in classifying nodules as benign or malignant. The study demonstrated the potential of 
combining traditional image processing techniques with machine learning-based techniques in improving the accuracy of lung 
cancer diagnosis. 
Hua et al. (2015) and Kuruvilla and Gunavathi (2014) both demonstrated the potential of deep learning-based techniques in 
improving the accuracy of lung cancer diagnosis. Orozco et al. (2013) also proposed a lung nodule classification system using SVM, 
achieving an accuracy of 82.61% in classifying nodules as benign or malignant. While the accuracy was lower than other studies, 
the results still demonstrated the potential of machine learning-based techniques in improving the accuracy of lung cancer diagnosis. 
Overall, these studies show the potential of advanced AI techniques, such as deep learning-based CNN algorithms, in conjunction 
with computer-aided detection and diagnosis systems, for early diagnosis of lung cancer. These techniques have the potential to 
improve the accuracy and efficiency of lung cancer diagnosis, leading to better patient outcomes. 
 

III.      METHODOLOGY/APPROACH 
A. Dataset 

The dataset used in this research was obtained by randomly selecting 300 images from various soures. It consisted of a lung images 
divided into two sets, namely, training and test sets, with 75% and 25% of the data, respectively. 
 
B. Preprocessing. 

The lung images were preprocessed using the ImageDataGenerator module of Keras, which rescaled the pixel values to the range [0, 
1] and applied data augmentation techniques such as shear range, zoom range, and horizontal flip to improve the performance of the 
model. 
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Original nodule image                         Preprocessed nodule image 
Fig. 1 Comparison of original lung nodule image with that of preprocessed nodule image 

 
C. Model Architecture 
The proposed model architecture was based on the Convolutional Neural Network (CNN) algorithm. The CNN consisted of three 
convolutional layers with 32, 32, and 64 filters, respectively. Each convolutional layer was followed by a max-pooling layer to 
reduce the spatial dimensions of the feature maps. The output of the last pooling layer was flattened and connected to a fully 
connected layer with 256 neurons and a ReLU activation function. A dropout layer was added with a rate of 0.5 to reduce 
overfitting. Finally, a softmax activation function was used in the output layer to classify the lung images into three categories, 
namely, normal, benign, and malignant. 

 
Fig. 2 Architecture of Convolutional Neural Network 

 
D. Training 
The model was trained using the Stochastic gradient descent (SGD) optimization algorithm with a learning rate of 0.1 and a 
categorical cross-entropy loss function. The training was performed for 300 epochs with a batch size of 32. The accuracy and loss 
metrics were used to evaluate the model's performance during the training process. The training set was used for optimizing the 
model parameters, and the test set was used to evaluate the model's generalization performance. 
 
E. Evaluation 
The trained model was evaluated using the test set. The testing accuracy was obtained by using the evaluate() function of the Keras 
library. The model's training and testing accuracies were reported as a percentage (%). Furthermore, the model's performance during 
the training process was visualized using plots of the accuracy and loss metrics as a function of the number of epochs. These plots 
were generated using the matplotlib library of Python. 

 
Fig . 3 Model accuracy graph 
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Fig. 4 Model loss graph 

 
IV.      RESULTS AND DISCUSSION 

The results of our study demonstrate the efficacy of the advanced ALCDC system and deep learning-based CNN algorithm for early 
diagnosis of lung cancer. Our model achieved a training accuracy of 95.67% and testing accuracy of 94.00%, indicating that it can 
accurately classify lung cancer images with a high degree of accuracy. These results suggest that our approach could potentially 
improve the efficiency and accuracy of lung cancer diagnosis. 
The high accuracy of our model can be attributed to several factors. First, the ALCDC system allowed for the collection of high-
quality lung cancer images, which served as the foundation for our deep learning model. Additionally, our use of a CNN algorithm 
enabled the model to automatically extract features from the images, allowing for more accurate classification of lung cancer. 
Our study demonstrates the potential for deep learning-based models to improve the accuracy of lung cancer diagnosis. In the future, 
our model could potentially be integrated into existing diagnostic tools to improve the efficiency and accuracy of lung cancer 
diagnosis. However, it is important to note that our study was limited to a specific dataset and further research will be necessary to 
validate our findings and test the effectiveness of our model in other populations. 
Overall, our study represents an important step towards the development of more effective and accurate methods for early diagnosis 
of lung cancer, which could ultimately lead to improved outcomes for patients. 
 

V.      CONCLUSION 
In conclusion, our study aimed to develop an early diagnosis system for lung cancer using an advanced ALCDC system and deep 
learning-based CNN algorithm. The system was designed to classify CT scan images into three categories: benign nodules, 
malignant nodules, and healthy lungs. Our results demonstrate that the proposed system achieved high accuracy for both training 
and testing datasets. The training accuracy was 95.67%, and the testing accuracy was 94.00%. These results indicate that our system 
can be used effectively for the early detection of lung cancer. 
The proposed system has several advantages over traditional diagnostic methods for lung cancer. Firstly, the system is non-invasive 
and does not require any surgery or biopsy. This reduces the risk of complications and minimizes patient discomfort. Secondly, the 
system is automated and can analyze large volumes of CT scan images quickly and accurately. This saves time and resources for 
clinicians and radiologists, enabling them to focus on patient care. 
Our study has some limitations that need to be addressed in future research. Firstly, the dataset used in this study was relatively 
small, and the results may not generalize to other datasets. Further studies are needed to validate the performance of the proposed 
system using larger datasets. Secondly, the proposed system has not been tested on real-world patients, and its clinical utility needs 
to be evaluated in future studies. 
In conclusion, our study provides promising results for the early detection of lung cancer using an advanced ALCDC system and 
deep learning-based CNN algorithm. The proposed system has the potential to improve patient outcomes by enabling earlier 
detection and treatment of lung cancer. Further research is needed to validate the performance of the proposed system and its 
clinical utility in real-world settings. 
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VI.      FUTURE WORK 
Our study on the early diagnosis of lung cancer with an advanced ALCDC system and deep learning-based CNN algorithm has 
shown promising results. However, there is still much room for improvement and further research in this field. In this section, we 
will discuss the potential future scope of this research. 
One of the major limitations of our study was the size of the dataset used for training and testing our model. While we obtained 
good accuracy results with the dataset, a larger dataset may provide more accurate results and enhance the performance of our 
model. In the future, we suggest using a larger dataset to train our model and obtain more accurate results. 
Another potential future scope of our research is the incorporation of other imaging modalities, such as positron emission 
tomography (PET) and magnetic resonance imaging (MRI). These imaging modalities can provide additional information that may 
help in the early diagnosis of lung cancer. By combining multiple imaging modalities with our deep learning-based CNN algorithm, 
we may be able to improve the accuracy of our model and achieve earlier detection of lung cancer. 
Additionally, our study focused on the binary classification of lung cancer (malignant or benign). However, lung cancer is a 
complex disease that can be further subtyped based on molecular and histological characteristics. In the future, we suggest 
expanding our model to include multiple subtypes of lung cancer. This can be achieved by collecting and annotating a larger dataset 
of lung cancer images, including images of different subtypes, and training our model on this dataset. 
Moreover, our study focused on the use of deep learning-based CNN algorithms for the early detection of lung cancer. However, 
there are other machine learning algorithms and techniques that may also be useful in this context. For instance, transfer learning, 
where pre-trained models are fine-tuned on new datasets, can be used to improve the accuracy and speed of training our model. In 
addition, other techniques such as unsupervised learning and reinforcement learning can be used to enhance the performance of our 
model. 
Finally, the ultimate goal of early detection of lung cancer is to improve patient outcomes and survival rates. In the future, we 
suggest conducting clinical trials to evaluate the effectiveness of our model in a clinical setting. This can be achieved by integrating 
our model with existing screening programs for lung cancer and evaluating its performance in real-world settings. By doing so, we 
can determine the impact of our research on the early detection and treatment of lung cancer, and ultimately improve patient 
outcomes. 
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