
 

13 XI November 2025

https://doi.org/10.22214/ijraset.2025.75977



International Journal for Research in Applied Science & Engineering Technology (IJRASET) 
                                                                                           ISSN: 2321-9653; IC Value: 45.98; SJ Impact Factor: 7.538 

                                                                                                                Volume 13 Issue XI Nov 2025- Available at www.ijraset.com 
     

 
2782 ©IJRASET: All Rights are Reserved | SJ Impact Factor 7.538 | ISRA Journal Impact Factor 7.894 | 

 

Flood Prediction, Prevention, and Mitigation using 
AI/ML 

 
Akshit Nagrale1, Shubhankar Shinde2, Dr. Aarti Karande3 

Master of Computer Applications Sardar Patel Institute of Technology Mumbai, India  
 

Abstract: Floods are among the most dangerous natural disasters, causing tremendous damage to human life, public and 
government property, and devastation to ecosystems on a global scale. Their frequency and intensity are increasing due to 
climate change, urbanization, and land-use changes, making efficient flood management more critical than ever. 
The usage of AI through Machine learning and Deep learning models, enables precise flood forecasting and risk assessment 
by analyzing vast amounts of meteorological, hydrological, and geographical. AI- driven approaches detect patterns and 
correlations that traditional models may overlook, improving the accuracy of predictions and the efficiency of early warning 
systems. This can help to improve flood detection and prediction, which further gives an edge over the mitigation strategies that 
will be planned depending on the future outcomes. This paper discusses the usage of advanced AI techniques such as CNNs, 
LSTMs, and mixed models, emphasizing their success in handling complex datasets for flood prediction and mapping. 
Additionally, data fusion techniques and big data analytics are discussed as critical enablers for integrating multi-source data, 
including satellite images, data from sensors, and data from social media, to build comprehensive flood management systems. 
This study aims to prove how AI can revolutionize flood management by offering faster, more accurate, and efficient solutions, 
ultimately helping policymakers, city planners, and disaster management agencies mitigate the devastating impacts of floods 
more effectively. 

I. INTRODUCTION 
Flood management is critical for minimizing the impact of natural disasters on communities and ecosystems. Traditional methods 
rely on hydro- logical modeling and historical data, but with the advent of AI, there is a shift towards more advanced techniques. By 
integrating real-time data from various sources, AI models can improve the accuracy of flood forecasts and support decision-makers 
in implementing timely interventions. 

 
II. THE ROLE OF AI IN FLOOD MANAGEMENT 

Flood management encompasses three key phases: prediction, response, and recovery. AI con- tributes significantly to each phase 
by automat- ing complex processes and providing actionable insights. 
1) Prediction and Forecasting: Prediction involves analyzing weather patterns, river flows, and rainfall data to forecast flood 

events. AI models, especially those employing ML algorithms, outperform traditional statistical mod- els by capturing complex, 
nonlinear relation- ships within data. For example, prediction of rainfall intensity and river discharge us- ing regression 
models and analyzing historical weather data for seasonal flood trends.[3] 

2) Real-Time Monitoring and Alerting: AI-driven systems utilize data from IoT devices to mon- itor conditions in real-time. These 
systems can generate early warnings, enabling timely evacuations. AI-powered platforms also integrate geospatial data to map 
high-risk zones.[4] 

3) Decision Support Systems (DSS):AI-based DSS aid policymakers in making informed decisions about resource allocation, 
evacuation planning, and flood mitigation strategies. These systems simulate various scenarios to determine the most effective 
responses under different conditions.[4] 

4) Post-Flood Analysis: Post-flood analysis is crucial for assessing damage and planning recovery efforts. AI models analyze 
satellite images and sensor data to estimate economic losses, infrastructure damage, and environmen- tal impact. This 
information guides long-term flood mitigation measures.[7] 

 
III. MACHINE LEARNING MODELS FOR FLOOD MANAGEMENT 

Machine learning (ML) has become an indispens- able tool in flood management due to its ability to analyze datasets, pattern 
recognition, and make predict using historical data. By leveraging advanced algorithms, it is possible to improve flood pre- diction, 
risk assessment, and emergency response, making it a powerful addition to traditional flood management strategies.  
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The application of machine learning in flood management involves several key aspects, such as flood prediction, flood mapping, 
damage estimation, and post-flood recovery planning. Below, we will elaborate on various machine learning models used in these 
areas.[5] 
1) Decision Trees: Decision tree models are sim- ple yet powerful tools for predicting flood risks. These models analyze historical 

flood data, such as rainfall intensity, river discharge rates, and soil moisture levels, to predict the likelihood of flooding. 
Decision trees split the data recursively, creating a flowchart-like structure that can be used to make predictions. These models 
can be interpreted easily, which makes them useful for decision-makers who need to understand the rationale behind the 
predictions.[5] 

2) Random Forests: Random forests are often used for flood prediction because they can handle large and complex datasets. 
Random forests enhance flood prediction accuracy and reliability by integrating the outcomes of mul- tiple decision trees. This 
technique performs particularly well when flood risks are influ- enced by multiple factors, including variations in terrain, 
weather conditions, and human-built structures.[5] 

3) Support Vector Machines (SVM): Support Vector Machines (SVMs) are applied in flood prediction by selecting the most 
appropriate hyperplane that best separates different cate- gories or classes of flood events. SVMs are useful analyzing high-
dimensional datasets and are effective in identifying flood events in com- plex and non-linear data structures. SVMs can predict 
the occurrence of floods using inputs such as rainfall, river discharge, and past flood records. 

4) Artificial Neural Networks (ANN): AI neural networks are very useful in predicting floods. These models have inter-connected 
neurons that can process complex data patterns and learn non-linear relationships. By training on large datasets, neural 
networks can predict future flood events based on time-series data (e.g., rainfall, river discharge) and weather forecasts. 
Recurrent neural networks (RNNs), a subset of ANNs, are particularly useful for sequential data like time-series, which is cru- 
cial for forecasting flood events.[11] 

5) Long Short-Term Memory (LSTM) Networks: LSTMs can handle data dependency, which is best for flood prediction. LSTMs 
can effec- tively learn patterns in time-series data, such as historical rainfall, river levels, and weather conditions, for future 
flood prediction. Their can also remember dependencies on the longer run which allows them to make highly accu- rate flood 
predictions, even when the relation- ships between different variables change over time.[3] 

 
IV. DEEP LEARNING MODELS FOR FLOOD MANAGEMENT 

Deep learning is a transformative technology in flood management, using multi-layered neural net- works to automatically learn 
from large datasets for predictions or classifications. These models are ap- plied in flood prediction, mapping, damage estima- tion, 
and real-time monitoring, offering significant advantages over traditional methods for handling complex data. The following section 
highlights key deep learning models used in flood management.[2] 
1) Convolutional Neural Networks (CNNs) for Flood Mapping and Image Scannings: Convo- lutional Neural Networks (CNNs) 

are widely used in flood management, particularly for analyzing images, such as satellite and aerial photographs, to detect 
flood-prone areas or map flooded regions.[13] 

2) Recurrent Neural Networks (RNNs) and Long Short-Term Memory (LSTM) Networks for Flood Prediction: Flood prediction 
involves an- alyzing time-series data such as rainfall, river water levels, and streamflow patterns to an- ticipate potential 
flooding events and weather forecasts to forecast the likelihood and severity of future floods. Traditional machine learning 
models struggle with sequential data and time- dependent patterns, which is where RNNs and LSTM come into play.[13] 

3) Autoencoders for Flood Event Detection and Anomaly Detection: Autoencoders, used for unsupervised learning, detect 
anomalies and flood events by compressing data with an en- coder and reconstructing it with a decoder. Deviations between the 
original and reconstructed data highlight unusual flood occurrences.[13] 

4) Generative Adversarial Networks (GANs) for Data Augmentation and Simulation: Genera- tive Adversarial Networks (GANs) 
are increas- ingly used in flood management for generating synthetic data. GANs use a generator to create synthetic data and a 
discriminator to distin- guish it, producing realistic datasets to improve deep learning model training.[13] 
 

V. LSTM MODEL FOR FLOOD MANAGEMENT 
The Long Short-Term Memory (LSTM) model, a specialized Recurrent Neural Network (RNN), captures temporal relationships 
within sequential data, making it valuable for flood prediction based on time-series patterns like rainfall, river discharge, soil 
moisture, and atmospheric pressure.[5] 
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A. Understanding the LSTM Model 
The LSTM model uses cells and gates to regulate information flow, retaining relevant data over long periods while discarding 
unnecessary details. This structure helps overcome the vanishing gradient problem common in RNNs, making LSTMs more 
effective for long sequence processing.[13] The LSTM model includes three essential gates: the forget gate, which filters out 
unimportant past information; the input gate, which incorporates new data into the cell state; and the output gate, which generates 
the hidden state for the current time step to influence subsequent predictions.[8] When applied to flood prediction, the LSTM model 
works with sequences of data representing temporal measurements. These could include hourly or daily rainfall levels, river water 
heights, or other environmental indicators. The model learns patterns in this data—such as a prolonged period of heavy rainfall 
leading to increased river discharge—and uses them to predict future conditions.[8] To use LSTM for flood prediction, the raw data 
must first be preprocessed. This involves data nor- malization to bring all input features to the same scale, filling in any missing 
values, and creating sequences of data for the LSTM to process. Each sequence is a window of historical data points that the model 
uses to prediction of the next value in the sequence. 

 
B. Proposed LSTM Model for Flood Prediction 
An LSTM model for flood prediction includes an input layer, LSTM layers to capture temporal fea- tures, and a dense output 
layer, trained to minimize loss using optimizers like Adam or RMSprop.[10] Once trained, the model can predict flood-related 
outcomes such as future river water levels or the probability of a flood occurring within a given time frame. For instance, by 
analyzing data on rainfall and river discharge, the LSTM can forecast whether a river will overflow its banks in the coming 
days.[5] Despite its strengths, using LSTMs for flood prediction involves challenges. High-quality, high- resolution data is 
essential, and the model must be carefully tuned to avoid overfitting, usually when historical data is limited. Techniques such 
as dropout regularization and early stopping can help mitigate these issues. Additionally, integrating LSTM models with external 
data sources, such as satellite imagery or real-time IoT sensor data, can improve their predictive capabilities. 
In essence, LSTM models provide a powerful tool for flood prediction by leveraging their ability to model complex, long-term 
temporal relationships in sequential data. Their application can help com- munities better prepare for and mitigate the impact of 
flooding.[12] 

 
C. Advantages over CNN 
• Temporal Dependency Modeling: 

LSTM: Designed to handle sequential data effectively. It captures all types of temporal de- pendencies, which are critical for 
flood predic- tion tasks relying on trends in time-series data such as rainfall, water levels, and atmospheric pressure.[10] 
CNN: Excels at spatial feature extraction but is not inherently suited for temporal data unless combined with additional 
mechanisms (e.g., 1D-CNN with time-series-specific designs). 

• Memory Retention: 
LSTM: Includes a memory cell to retain in- formation form a long time, making it ideal 

 
Fig. 1. LSTM Flow chart for proposed model 
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for tasks where past events significantly influ- ence future outcomes (e.g., prolonged rainfall leading to flooding). 
CNN: It does not possess a memory retention mechanism and operates on fixed-size data windows, which reduces its effectiveness 
in capturing long-term relationships within se- quential data.[6] 

• Handling Variable-Length Sequences: 
LSTM: Can naturally handle input sequences of varying lengths, as its recurrent structure processes one time step at a time. 
CNN: Requires fixed-size inputs, so sequences must be padded or truncated, potentially lead- ing to loss of information.[11] 

• Prediction for Time Steps: 
LSTM: Well-suited for forecasting tasks, such as predicting river levels for future days based on past trends. 
CNN: Typically used for classification or fea- ture extraction in spatial data rather than se- quential forecasting. 

• Sequential Feature Importance: 
LSTM: Can weigh the importance of different time steps dynamically through its gating mechanisms. CNN: Processes data as a 
whole and may struggle to attribute importance to specific time steps in a sequence. 
• Adaptability to Nonlinear Time-Series Pat- terns: 

LSTM: Excels at making models of com- plex and non-linear relationships in time-series data, such as those caused by 
weather and hydrological changes. 
CNN: Needs careful design (e.g., filters and pooling strategies) to adapt to nonlinear tem- poral patterns.[14] 

• Data Requirements: 
LSTM: Can achieve good results even with moderately sized datasets for sequential learn- ing tasks. 
CNN: Often requires large amounts of labeled data, especially when used for tasks like image analysis.[5] 
 

VI. CODE FOR LSTM BASED FLOOD PREDICTION 
LSTM(50, activation=’relu’, input_shape=(sequence_length, X.shape[2])), 
Dense(1) # Output layer for flood level prediction 
]) 
model.compile(optimizer=’adam’, loss=’mse’) model.fit(X, y, epochs=50, batch_size=32) 
 

# Predict future values 
future_years = 5 # Number of years to predict into the future 
last_sequence = X[-1] # Get the last sequence from the training data 

 
future_predictions = [] 
for _ in range(future_years): # Predict the next value next_pred = 

model.predict(last_sequence.reshape(1, sequence_length, 1)) 
future_predictions.append(next_pred[0, 0]) 

 
# Update the sequence with the new prediction 
last_sequence = 

np.append(last_sequence[1:], next_pred, axis=0) 
 

# Rescale future predictions back to original scale 
future_predictions = scaler.inverse_transform( np.array(future_predictions).reshape(-1, 

1) 
 
This code is used to build the LSTM model for ) 
Flood prediction using an already provided dataset. 
 

VII. CASE STUDIES 
scaler = MinMaxScaler(feature_range=(0, 1)) data[’FLOOD_LEVEL’] = scaler.fit_transform( 

data[’FLOOD_LEVEL’].values.reshape(-1, 1) 
) 
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def create_sequences(data, sequence_length=3): X, y = [], [] 

for i in range(len(data) - sequence_length): 
X.append(data[i:i + sequence_length]) y.append(data[i + sequence_length]) 

return np.array(X), np.array(y) 
 
sequence_length = 3 
X, y = create_sequences( data[’FLOOD_LEVEL’].values, 

sequence_length 
) 

 
# Reshape for LSTM input 
X = X.reshape((X.shape[0], X.shape[1], 1)) 

 
from tensorflow.keras.models import Sequential from tensorflow.keras.layers import LSTM, 

Dense 
 
# Build the LSTM model model = Sequential([ 

AI-based approaches to flood management have been implemented in various regions to address location-specific challenges. These 
case studies highlight how AI systems were deployed, their results, and the obstacles encountered. 
 
A. Urban Flood Prediction in Mumbai Using LSTM Models 
Mumbai, India, a densely populated coastal city, faces frequent urban flooding due to heavy mon- soon rains and inadequate 
drainage infrastructure. A project was initiated to use AI, specifically Long Short-Term Memory (LSTM) models, to predict urban 
flooding. 
Methodology: 

• Data Collection: Historical data from 1990 to 2020 was gathered, including hourly rainfall measurements, drainage flow data 
from city sewers, and urban land use maps. 

• Model Training: The LSTM model was trained to identify patterns in temporal rainfall and correlate them with drainage 
overflows. 

• Prediction Implementation: Predictions were provided for peak water levels and high-risk flooding zones within a six-hour time 
frame. 

Results: 
The LSTM model demonstrated an accuracy of 87 percent in predicting peak floodwater levels, sig- nificantly outperforming 
traditional statistical mod- els. These predictions allowed city officials to issue warnings and redirect traffic in vulnerable areas. 
Challenges: 
• Data Gaps: Historical rainfall and drainage data were inconsistent, with missing entries for certain years due to outdated 

infrastructure. This required extensive preprocessing and in- terpolation to ensure model accuracy. 
• Complex Urban Drainage: Mumbai’s drainage system, a mix of old colonial-era sewers and modern additions, presented 

challenges in modeling water flow dynamics. 
• Public Resistance: Implementing AI systems faced skepticism from municipal authorities unfamiliar with technology, delaying 

adoption. 
 

B. Flood Mapping in Kerala Using CNNs 
The 2022 Kerala floods highlighted the need for accurate, real-time flood mapping to guide rescue operations. CNNs were 
employed to analyze satel- lite imagery and generate detailed flood maps. 
Methodology: 
• Data Acquisition: High-resolution satellite im- ages before and after the flood were procured. These images included details of 

urban, rural, and forested areas. 
• Model Training: A CNN was trained to de- tect changes in water boundaries by analyzing pixel-level differences. 
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• Flood Mapping: Output maps highlighted sub- merged areas, identifying roads, residential zones, and agricultural fields affected 
by the flood. 

 
C. Results 
The CNN model achieved 92 percent accuracy in identifying flood-affected areas, enabling rescue 

 
Fig. 2. LSTM Graph 

 

Fig. 3. Prediction with LSTM 
 
teams to prioritize resources effectively. Flood maps were generated in under 30 minutes, a vast improve- ment over manual mapping 
that took several hours. 
 
D. Challenges 
1) Cloud Cover: Satellite images often had ob- structions due to heavy cloud cover during the flood, reducing image clarity. 

Advanced preprocessing techniques, like spectral band analysis, were necessary to enhance visibility. 
2) Infrastructure Mapping: Differentiating be- tween urban infrastructure (e.g., buildings, roads) and floodwater required extensive 

train- ing data, which was labor-intensive to label. 
3) Real-Time Constraints: While CNNs are pow- erful, their computational demands were high. A lack of high-performance 

servers in the affected region delayed processing. 
 

VIII. CONCLUSION 
In the face of increasing climate change and urbanization, managing floods has become an es- sential concern for many regions 
worldwide. Traditional flood management strategies, such as phys- ical barriers and manual forecasting systems, have proven 
insufficient to deal with the complexity and scale of modern flood events. 
Through the evaluation of the two AI approaches LSTM models and CNN it is evident that AI plays an important part in improving 
flood prediction and mitigation strategies. The LSTM model, as demonstrated in the case study from Urban Mum- bai, showcases 
the potential of AI in predicting flood levels in urban environments with significant accuracy, relying on historical data of rainfall 
and drainage patterns. Its primary strength lies in its ability to forecast flood peaks and high-risk zones, which is critical for 
optimizing traffic management, urban planning, and emergency response in densely populated areas. However, the LSTM model’s 
de- pendence on high-quality and consistent historical data can pose challenges, especially in regions with incomplete records or 
inconsistent infrastruc- ture.[10] 
On the other hand, the CNN model, utilized for mapping flood extents in Kerala using satellite imagery, highlights the power of 
computer vision in flood management. 
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 CNNs are adept at ana- lyzing high-resolution satellite images to quickly identify the areas most affected by flooding, a critical 
capability for real-time disaster response and resource allocation. By utilizing pre- and post- flood imagery, CNN models can 
generate precise flood extent maps, which assist in optimizing rescue operations and providing accurate damage assess- ments. 
Despite their strengths, CNN models are not without challenges. The need for clear satellite imagery can be impeded by cloud 
cover, which often disrupts data collection during crucial times, and the computational demands for processing such large datasets 
can be prohibitive, especially in low- resource settings. 
In conclusion, the use of AI in flood management is a huge step in our ability to predict, manage, and mitigate the impact of 
floods. While the adop- tion of these technologies faces several challenges, the benefits are tremendous. The future of flood 
management lies in the synergy between human expertise and AI’s predictive power, where technology can serve as a force 
multiplier for disaster risk reduction, ultimately saving lives, protecting property, and enhancing community resilience in the face of 
ever-increasing flood threats.[14] 
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