
 

14 IV April 2026

https://doi.org/10.22214/ijraset.2026.80737



International Journal for Research in Applied Science & Engineering Technology (IJRASET) 
                                                                                           ISSN: 2321-9653; IC Value: 45.98; SJ Impact Factor: 7.538 

                                                                                                                Volume 14 Issue IV Apr 2026- Available at www.ijraset.com 
     

 
7229 ©IJRASET: All Rights are Reserved | SJ Impact Factor 7.538 | ISRA Journal Impact Factor 7.894 | 

Human-Derived Cellular Components in Cosmetic 
Applications: Mechanisms, Formulation, and 

Future Perspectives 
 

Shreyash Chaudhari¹, Sonali K. Shambharkar², Dr. Manoj. V. Girase³ 
¹Student, ²Assistant Professor, ³Head of Department, R. C. Patel Institute of Pharmaceutical Education & Research, Shirpur   

 
 ABSTRACT: In contemporary beauty research, human-derived cellular components have become sophisticated bioactive 
substances with great potential for anti-aging and skin regeneration [1-3]. These elements, which include fibroblasts and 
conditioned media, are abundant in extracellular matrix proteins, growth factors, and cytokines that are essential for boosting 
collagen synthesis, encouraging cellular proliferation, and enhancing skin moisture [4-6]. The molecular mechanisms behind 
their activity are thoroughly covered in this review, with a focus on pathways related to oxidative stress and tissue repair. 
reduction, and dermal remodelling[5,7]. In addition, along with important formulation issues for preserving stability and 
efficacy, the article covers their varied applications in cosmetic formulations, including serums, creams, and skin restoration 
treatments. The usage of materials produced from humans is also severely assessed in terms of safety, ethical issues, and 
regulatory considerations. Additionally, new alternatives are investigated as potential avenues for cosmetic innovation in the 
future, such as biomimetic peptides and plant-derived stem cells [22–24]. All things considered, the development of next-
generation cosmeceuticals using human-derived cellular components is a promising strategy, but rigorous assessment of safety 
and regulatory compliance is still crucial. 
KEYWORDS: Human-derived cellular components, Cosmeceuticals, Fibroblasts, Skin regeneration, Anti-aging, Bioactive 
compounds 
 

I.   INTRODUCTION 
With the incorporation of cutting-edge biotechnological advances [1-3] targeted at enhancing skin health and beauty, the global 
cosmetics industry has experienced a substantial transformation. Biologically active substances that provide improved efficacy are 
increasingly being added to or used in place of traditional cosmetic formulations, which are mostly made of synthetic and plant-
derived chemicals. Human-derived cellular components have emerged [2,4] as a fresh and promising technique in the creation of 
cosmeceutical products among these developments. 
Materials generated from fetal cells, especially fibroblasts and their conditioned media, have garnered a lot of interest because of 
their great potential for regeneration and capacity to promote skin repair processes. Numerous growth factors, cytokines, and 
extracellular matrix components are known to be produced by these cells and are essential for preserving the structure and function 
of the skin. Their anti-aging, skin-rejuvenating, and wound-healing qualities are the main reasons they are employed in cosmetic 
compositions. 
Research into the use of such bioactive compounds, which can increase collagen formation, improve skin suppleness, and lessen 
wrinkles, has been spurred by the growing need for effective anti-aging remedies. Nevertheless, the use of components produced 
from fetal cells presents serious ethical, legal, and safety issues notwithstanding their scientific benefits. Their popularity and 
commercialization are influenced by differences in public perception and regulatory systems around the world. 
The purpose of this review is to methodically investigate the usage of chemicals generated from fetal cells in cosmetic goods, 
including their modes of action, formulation features, uses, safety concerns, and ethical ramifications. The study also emphasizes 
future prospects and present difficulties in this developing area of cosmetic science. 
 

II.   TYPES OF HUMAN-DERIVED CELLULAR COMPONENTS 
A. Fetal Fibroblast Cells 
Definition:Fetal fibroblasts are mesenchymal cells derived from embryonic or fetal connective tissue. 
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 Unlike adult fibroblasts, these cells are in a "privileged" biological state, characterized by a higher rate of proliferation and a unique 
capability to synthesize Type III collagen (fetal collagen) alongside Type I. 
Source: In the cosmetic industry, these are not harvested directly for every product. Instead, they are sourced from immortalized cell 
lines (e.g., the MRC-5 or WI-38 lines) originally established from legally and ethically consented fetal tissue donations in the 1960s. 
These cell lines are banked and multiplied in laboratories globally. 
Role in Skin Repair: Fetal fibroblasts are the "architects" of scarless healing. They secrete a specific ratio of Type III to Type I 
collagen. In aging skin, this ratio is skewed; the introduction of fetal fibroblast-derived proteins helps recalibrate the extracellular 
matrix (ECM), promoting regeneration rather than just "patching" the skin. They also produce high levels of Hyaluronic Acid (HA) 
and Fibronectin, which enhance the skin's structural integrity. 
 
B. Stem Cell-Derived Extracts 
Rather than using live cells (which cannot survive in a cosmetic cream), the industry utilizes the extracts—the bioactive molecules 
produced by stem cells. 
Growth Factors (GFs): These are natural proteins capable of stimulating cellular proliferation [6–8] and differentiation. Key GFs 
include: 
 TGF-$\beta$ (Transforming Growth Factor): Crucial for collagen induction. 
 EGF (Epidermal Growth Factor): Accelerates epidermal turnover and barrier repair. 
 FGF (Fibroblast Growth Factor): Directly targets the dermis to increase elasticity. 
Cytokines:These serve as "messenger molecules" that facilitate cellular communication and inflammation. In order to reduce the 
micro-inflammation linked to "inflamm-aging," anti-inflammatory cytokines are given priority in cosmetic technologies. This 
prevents oxidative stress from interfering with the skin's repair processes. 
 
C. Conditioned Media (CM) 
The "gold standard" for integrating technology obtained from humans into stable cosmetic compositions is now conditioned media. 
What It Includes: CM is the "broth" or supernatant that remains after culturing cells in a lab, such as fetal fibroblasts. It is an 
intricate concoction that includes: 
 Secretome: The full array of GFs, cytokines, and chemokines. 
 Exosomes: Micro-vesicles that protect and transport RNA and proteins directly into target skin cells. 
 Extracellular Matrix Proteins: Soluble collagen and elastin precursors. 
Use in Cosmetics: 1. Formulation Stability: Since CM is cell-free, it can be filtered and stabilized. However, as a Cosmetic 
Technologist, you must address the thermal stability—these proteins can denature at temperatures above 40°C. 
2. Delivery Systems: CM is often encapsulated in liposomes or nanospheres to ensure these large-chain proteins penetrate the 
stratum corneum to reach the viable epidermis and dermis. 
3. Application: Primarily used in "Medical Grade" skincare for post-laser recovery, deep-wrinkle serums, and advanced regenerative 
night creams. 

 
Figure 1 Type of Human-Derived CellularComponent for Skin Regeneration 
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III.   MECHANISM OF ACTION 
Because they are rich in growth factors, cytokines, peptides, and extracellular matrix (ECM) proteins, fetal cell-derived components 
such as fibroblasts, stem cell extracts, and conditioned media show considerable biological activity. These bioactive compounds 
have molecular interactions with skin cells and control several signaling pathways related to skin healing, regeneration, and anti-
aging. 
A. Collagen Synthesis Stimulation 
The principal structural protein of the dermis, collagen is in charge of preserving the integrity, strength, and suppleness of the skin. 
It is known that components produced from fetal fibroblasts secrete a variety of growth factors, including fibroblast growth factor 
(FGF), transforming growth factor-beta (TGF-β), and epidermal growth factor (EGF), all of which are essential for collagen 
formation. 
These growth factors trigger intracellular signaling cascades, including the TGF-β/Smad pathway, by binding to certain receptors on 
dermal fibroblasts. Genes that produce collagen, particularly Type I and Type III collagen, are upregulated when this pathway is 
activated. Furthermore, these factors preserve the extracellular matrix by inhibiting matrix metalloproteinases (MMPs), which are 
enzymes that break down collagen. 
Therefore, increased collagen synthesis [1,3,4] promotes skin firmness, improves dermal density, and lessens the visibility of fine 
lines and wrinkles. 
 
B. Cell regeneration  
A complex blend of bioactive chemicals found in conditioned media produced from fetal cells encourages cellular migration, 
proliferation, and differentiation [6–8]. These chemicals speed up the natural process of skin renewal by stimulating fibroblasts in 
the dermis and keratinocytes in the epidermis. 
Growth factors like FGF and EGF increase skin cells' mitotic activity, which accelerates cell turnover and replaces aging or 
damaged cells. Cytokines also control inflammatory reactions, which promotes tissue regeneration and repair. 
Improved skin texture, quicker wound healing, and the return of normal skin architecture are all benefits of this increased 
regenerative activity. Because of their special biological characteristics, fetal cells can facilitate scarless recovery, which increases 
their importance in cosmetic applications. 
 
C. Anti-aging effects  
Several pathways that target both internal and extrinsic aging variables mediate the anti-aging benefits [5,22] of components 
generated from fetal cells. The promotion of extracellular matrix (ECM) formation, which includes collagen, elastin, and 
glycosaminoglycans—all crucial for preserving skin elasticity and resilience—is one of the key effects. 
Additionally, by lowering reactive oxygen species (ROS) produced by environmental stressors including pollution and UV 
radiation, these components demonstrate antioxidant qualities. They stop cellular damage, protein breakdown, and early aging by 
reducing oxidative stress. 
Bioactives produced from fetal cells also alter cellular signaling pathways that enhance the firmness and suppleness of the skin. 
Wrinkles, fine lines, and sagging are visibly reduced as a result, giving the skin a more youthful appearance. 
 
D. Skin hydration  
Maintaining healthy and effective skin depends heavily on skin moisture. By strengthening the skin barrier and encouraging the 
production of natural moisturizing factors (NMFs), components obtained from fetal cells help to increase moisture. 
Keratinocytes are stimulated by cytokines and growth factors to create vital proteins and lipids like filaggrin, which are crucial for 
preserving the stratum corneum's integrity. This lowers transepidermal water loss (TEWL) and fortifies the skin barrier. 
Furthermore, conditioned media's water-binding ability is improved by the presence of glycosaminoglycans and compounds that 
resemble hyaluronic acid, which increases moisture retention. As a result, the skin becomes smoother, softer, and more hydrated 
overall. 
The mechanism of action is illustrated in Fig. 2. 
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Figure 2Mechanism of action of fetal cell-derived components 

 
IV.   APPLICATIONS IN COSMETIC PRODUCTS 

Because of their regenerative, anti-aging, and reparative qualities, fetal cell-derived components—in particular, fibroblast cultures, 
conditioned media, and bioactive extracts—have become more important in contemporary cosmetic formulations. When added to 
topical solutions, these ingredients' abundance of growth factors, cytokines, peptides, and extracellular matrix (ECM) proteins 
provide a variety of functional advantages. As will be covered below, they are used in a variety of cosmetic and cosmeceutical 
product categories. 

Table 1: Components and Their Functions in Cosmetic Applications 
Component Function Cosmetic Use 

Fibroblasts Stimulates synthesis 
of Collagen Type I & 
III and Elastin fibers. 

Anti-aging 
creams, firming 

lotions. 

Growth 
Factors (EGF, 
FGF, TGF-β) 

Promotes rapid cell 
proliferation, 

differentiation, and 
tissue regeneration. 

High-potency 
serums, 
recovery 
essences. 

Conditioned 
Media 

Provides a complex 
secretome for deep 

skin repair and 
rejuvenation. 

Post-procedure 
repair products, 
night creams. 

Cytokines Regulates 
inflammatory 
pathways and 

mediates cellular 
communication. 

Sensitive skin 
formulations, 

soothing balms. 

ECM Proteins Provides immediate 
structural support and 

scaffolds the skin 
matrix. 

Instant-lift and 
firming 

formulations. 

Table I summarizes the key components and their roles in cosmetic applications. 



International Journal for Research in Applied Science & Engineering Technology (IJRASET) 
                                                                                           ISSN: 2321-9653; IC Value: 45.98; SJ Impact Factor: 7.538 

                                                                                                                Volume 14 Issue IV Apr 2026- Available at www.ijraset.com 
     

 
7233 ©IJRASET: All Rights are Reserved | SJ Impact Factor 7.538 | ISRA Journal Impact Factor 7.894 | 

A. Anti-Aging Creams 
One of the most common uses of chemicals obtained from fetal cells is in anti-aging lotions. These formulas are especially made to 
lessen wrinkles, fine lines, and skin elasticity loss—all of which are obvious indicators of aging. 
Through the action of growth factors such as fibroblast growth factor (FGF) and transforming growth factor-beta (TGF-β), 
components produced from fetal fibroblasts improve the production of collagen and elastin in the dermal layer. The skin becomes 
firmer and more structurally sound as a result. These bioactive compounds also improve the overall texture of the skin by promoting 
cellular turnover and healing damaged skin tissues. 
Fetal cell-derived extracts' antioxidant qualities are also essential for counteracting reactive oxygen species (ROS), which cause 
premature aging. Regular use of these creams might therefore result in skin that is firmer, smoother, and looks younger. 
 
B. Serums and Essences 
High concentrations of active ingredients are delivered straight into the skin's deeper layers via serums and essences, which are 
lightweight, quickly absorbing compositions. Because of their low molecular weight and strong bioactivity, components produced 
from fetal cells are especially well suited for these formulations. 
These products frequently include conditioned media enhanced with growth factors, cytokines, and peptides that operate on target 
cells like fibroblasts and keratinocytes by penetrating the epidermis. As a result, extracellular matrix formation is stimulated, cell 
proliferation is increased, and hydration is improved. 
Additionally, serums and essences offer focused treatment for particular skin issues like dullness, uneven skin tone, and early 
indications of aging. They are the perfect delivery strategy for fetal cell-derived bioactives in sophisticated skincare regimens 
because of their quick absorption and great efficacy. 
 
C. Skin Repair Products 
In order to restore injured or stressed skin brought on by environmental causes including UV radiation, pollution, and chemical 
exposure, skin restoration treatments containing components generated from fetal cells are frequently employed. These products are 
made to encourage skin barrier renewal and healing. 
By promoting cell division and boosting the production of structural proteins, the bioactive compounds found in fetal cell extracts 
quicken the healing process. While cytokines control inflammation and aid in tissue repair, growth factors like epidermal growth 
factor (EGF) are crucial in encouraging epidermal regeneration. 
Additionally, by improving lipid production and lowering transepidermal water loss (TEWL), these products aid in the restoration of 
the integrity of the skin barrier. As a result, the skin is more resilient, less sensitive, and heals from injuries more quickly. 
 
D. Scar and Wound Healing 
Scar reduction and wound healing products are among the most important uses of components obtained from fetal cells. Fetal cells 
have special regenerative qualities, such as the capacity to accelerate recovery with little scarring—a process known as "scarless 
healing." 
Growth factors and cytokines found in fetal cell-conditioned medium promote cellular migration, angiogenesis (the creation of new 
blood vessels), and collagen remodeling—all processes necessary for efficient wound healing. Additionally, these elements control 
the inflammatory response, avoiding the development of excessive fibrosis and scar tissue. 
These products are used in cosmetic applications to lessen the visibility of surgical scars, acne scars, and other skin flaws. They are 
quite useful in both therapeutic and cosmetic dermatology because of their capacity to enhance skin texture and encourage 
consistent healing. 
 

V.   FORMULATION ASPECTS 
The biological nature and sensitivity of components obtained from fetal cells necessitate careful attention while formulating 
cosmetic products. Peptides, growth factors, cytokines, and fibroblast-conditioned medium are among the components that are most 
vulnerable to chemical and environmental deterioration. In order to guarantee product efficacy, it is crucial to preserve their stability, 
compatibility, and safety during formulation. 
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A. Stability issues  
Fetal cells produce bioactive compounds that are inherently unstable and sensitive to environmental factors such as temperature, 
light, oxygen, and pH. These elements, particularly proteins and peptides, are susceptible to denaturation and degradation under 
unfavorable conditions, which leads to the loss of biological function. 
High temperatures during manufacture or storage can damage the structural integrity of proteins, and exposure to UV light can 
cause photodegradation. Reactive oxygen species-induced oxidative stress may further alter the molecular structure of these 
bioactives. Additionally, the durability of such components depends on maintaining an optimal pH range, which is often close to 
physiological pH. 
To get around these problems, sophisticated formulation strategies like liposomal delivery systems, microencapsulation, and 
antioxidant incorporation are employed. By stopping degradation, these techniques increase the shelf life of sensitive bioactive 
compounds. 
 
B. Incorporation in creams/serums  
When adding components made from fetal cells to cosmetic products, creams and serums are frequently utilized as effective 
delivery systems. 
Creams provide a suitable medium for the uniform dispersion of bioactive components and are often prepared as water-in-oil (W/O) 
or oil-in-water (O/W) emulsions. However, because of their heat sensitivity, these components are frequently added during the 
cooling phase of formulation, typically below 40°C, to prevent denaturation. Careful selection of stabilizers and emulsifiers is 
necessary to maintain formulation stability. 
Serums are lightweight, mostly aqueous or gel-based, and enable higher concentrations of active substances and improved skin 
penetration. These formulations facilitate the rapid absorption of growth factors and peptides. However, due to their limited 
protective matrix, additional stabilizing techniques such encapsulation may be required to prevent deterioration of the active 
components. 
 
C. Compatibility with other ingredients  
The compatibility of components derived from fetal cells with other formulation ingredients is a significant factor influencing the 
stability and efficacy of a product. These bioactives must retain their chemical and physical stability while excipients like 
emulsifiers, preservatives, fragrances, and other active ingredients are present. 
Among the chemicals that may destabilize proteins and reduce their effectiveness are strong acids, alcohols, and reactive 
compounds. Interactions between incompatible chemicals can cause bioactive molecules to precipitate, agglomerate, or degrade. 
To ensure compatibility, formulators must conduct thorough stability and compatibility studies. The functional integrity of 
components made from fetal cells depends on the maintenance of an optimal pH environment and the use of mild, non-reactive 
excipients. 
 
D. Preservation challenges  
Preservation is a crucial part of formulations using fetal cell-derived products since they are vulnerable to microbial contamination. 
The proteins and other nutrients in these components may promote microbial growth if they are not well managed. 
Standard preservatives may pose problems since some compounds can denature proteins or interfere with the activity of bioactive 
molecules. Therefore, the selection of preservatives must provide both safety and compatibility while offering effective antibacterial 
protection. 
Alternative preservation methods include airless containers, natural antibacterial agents, and mild preservatives. These techniques 
extend product shelf life and lessen contamination. To ensure the product's quality and safety, strict adherence to hygienic 
manufacturing practices is also required. 
 

VI.   SAFETY AND TOXICOLOGICAL ASPECTS 
Because of their biological origin, the use of components produced from fetal cells in cosmetic compositions requires a careful 
assessment of safety and toxicological characteristics. These elements, which include growth factors, cytokines, and fibroblast-
conditioned media, need to be evaluated for any negative impacts on human skin and general health. A thorough safety evaluation 
includes risk analysis, clinical evaluations, in vitro and in vivo research, and compliance with regulations. 
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A. Skin irritation studies  
Skin irritation tests are essential to determine whether components made from fetal cells have the potential to cause irritation or 
sensitization when applied topically. These studies frequently employ both in vitro models, such as reconstructed human epidermis, 
and in vivo patch testing on human participants. 
The evaluation's primary focus is on parameters including erythema, edema, and any inflammatory response following 
administration. Bioactive proteins and cytokines derived from fetal cells may elicit immune-mediated responses in sensitive 
individuals. Nonetheless, most formulations are designed to be biocompatible and non-irritating when taken in appropriate amounts. 
Additionally, repeated application studies are conducted to assess cumulative irritation and long-term skin compatibility. When these 
ingredients are correctly manufactured and purified, the risk of irritation is significantly reduced. 
 
B. Clinical safety  
Clinical safety assessment uses controlled human research to evaluate the overall safety, tolerability, and efficacy of cosmetic 
products containing components derived from fetal cells. These studies are conducted under dermatological supervision and follow 
ethical guidelines. 
Among the factors assessed are skin compatibility, the incidence of adverse responses, and overall user acceptance. Clinical trials 
may also evaluate other benefits such enhanced skin hydration, elasticity, and texture. 
The safety profile of these components is greatly influenced by their source, extraction method, and degree of purification. High-
quality processing and controlled manufacturing processes are essential to ensuring that the final product is safe for human use. 
 
C. Risk assessment  
Risk assessment is a systematic process that looks at potential hazards associated with using materials made from fetal cells in 
cosmetic products. It includes hazard identification, exposure assessment, dose-response analysis, and risk characterization. 
Potential risks include immunogenic reactions, pollution, or unanticipated biological effects caused by the presence of active 
biomolecules. The frequency of application and the concentration of active ingredients have a significant impact on overall risk. 
Toxicological data, including studies on acute and chronic exposure, is analyzed to establish safe consumption limits. A margin of 
safety (MoS) is calculated to ensure that the product can be used under normal conditions without causing harm. 
 
D. Regulatory safety requirements  
The use of human-derived materials in cosmetics is tightly restricted in many places. Regulatory agencies have established 
guidelines to ensure the products' quality, safety, and ethical acceptability. 
In general, safety rules concerning ingredient safety, labeling, and production processes must be followed by cosmetics. India's 
cosmetic laws are governed by the Drugs and Cosmetics Act and the Bureau of Indian Standards (BIS). International regulatory 
systems, including those in the US and the EU, impose further limitations on the use of chemicals derived from humans. 
Manufacturers must submit safety data, toxicological profiles, and evidence of non-toxicity before a product is approved. Ethical 
considerations like sourcing and permission are also taken into consideration in some domains. 
 

VII.   ETHICAL AND REGULATORY CONCERNS 
A. Ethical issues of fetal cell use  
The primary ethical concern is the source of components made from fetal cells. These cells are typically produced from fetal tissue, 
which raises complex moral and ethical questions about consent, the source of the tissue, and the circumstances surrounding its 
acquisition. 
There are questions about whether donors have given their informed consent and whether the use of such biological resources 
complies with ethical standards. Additionally, the commercialization of products derived from human fetal tissue is sometimes 
viewed as problematic, particularly in countries where the sanctity of human life is profoundly rooted in religion or culture. 
Another ethical concern is labeling and marketing methods' transparency. The prospect that customers may not fully understand the 
origins of some substances raises questions about informed choice. Transparent communication, precise documentation, and ethical 
sources are essential to solving these issues. 
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B. Public perception  
The popularity and success of cosmetic products containing components obtained from fetal cells are significantly influenced by 
public perception. Because of ethical, cultural, and religious sensitivities, the usage of human-derived materials, particularly those 
of fetal origin, may result in unfavorable consumer views. 
Customers' desire to utilize these items may be impacted by their association of such components with contentious behaviors. 
However, because these compounds have been shown to have anti-aging and skin-regenerating properties, some groups of people 
may accept them. 
Public trust can be increased through ethical sourcing, transparent ingredient disclosure, and appropriate education regarding the 
nature and safety of these ingredients. Marketing plans need to be carefully crafted to respect customer sensitivities and steer clear 
of deceptive claims. 
 
C. Regulations in:  
1) India  
Under the Drugs and Cosmetics Act, 1940, and Rules, 1945, the Central Drugs Standard Control Organization oversees the 
regulation of cosmetic items in India. Additionally, the Bureau of Indian Standards offers guidelines for the quality and safety of 
cosmetics. 
Although fetal cell-derived compounds in cosmetics are not specifically covered by any rules, manufacturers must guarantee 
product safety, appropriate labeling, and adherence to general cosmetic regulations. Additional attention may be applied to the usage 
of materials originated from humans, especially in relation to safety documentation and ethical sourcing. 
2) USA  
Under the Federal Food, Drug, and Cosmetic Act, the Food and Drug Administration oversees cosmetic items in the United States. 
Manufacturers are in charge of guaranteeing the safety of their products and materials, however the FDA does not need pre-market 
approval for cosmetics. 
Although it is not expressly forbidden, the use of human-derived materials—including components produced from fetal cells—must 
adhere to safety and labeling regulations. Although they are not explicitly regulated, ethical factors may have an impact on industry 
practices and market acceptance. 
3) Europe  
Under EU Cosmetics Regulation (EC) No. 1223/2009, the European Commission regulates cosmetic products in Europe. Strict 
safety, quality, and labeling regulations are enforced by this system. 
Consumer safety and ethical issues are highly valued in the European Union. Cosmetics makers are required to give thorough safety 
evaluations and paperwork, and the usage of materials derived from humans is closely monitored. Furthermore, the approval of 
substances obtained from fetal cells is frequently restricted in the European market due to ethical issues and public sensitivities. 
 

VIII.   ADVANTAGES AND LIMITATIONS 
A. Advantages: 
1) High efficacy 
Growth factors, cytokines, peptides, and extracellular matrix proteins all contribute to the high biological activity of components 
produced from fetal cells. These bioactive substances have chemical interactions with skin cells that promote tissue healing, 
increase cellular proliferation [6–8], and stimulate collagen formation [1,3,4]. 
Their capacity to target several routes at once leads to better skin hydration, elasticity, and texture. These compounds have more 
noticeable and quick benefits than traditional cosmetic ingredients, especially in anti-aging and skin-rejuvenation applications. 
2) Natural origin  
The growing consumer demand for natural and bio-based beauty products is in line with the classification of fetal cell-derived 
compounds as biologically derived materials. These components are derived from biological sources and replicate natural processes 
that take place within the human body, in contrast to synthetic compounds. 
When processed and manufactured correctly, this natural origin helps to improve biocompatibility and lower the likelihood of 
negative reactions. Furthermore, the move toward sophisticated biotechnology-based cosmetics is supported by the use of such 
chemicals. 
 
 



International Journal for Research in Applied Science & Engineering Technology (IJRASET) 
                                                                                           ISSN: 2321-9653; IC Value: 45.98; SJ Impact Factor: 7.538 

                                                                                                                Volume 14 Issue IV Apr 2026- Available at www.ijraset.com 
     

 
7237 ©IJRASET: All Rights are Reserved | SJ Impact Factor 7.538 | ISRA Journal Impact Factor 7.894 | 

3) Regenerative potential  
The remarkable regeneration potential of components produced from fetal cells is one of their biggest benefits. Growth factors and 
signaling chemicals that support cell division, proliferation, and tissue remodeling are abundant in these materials. 
Fetal cells are excellent in healing damaged skin and restoring its structural integrity because of their reputation for promoting 
quick, scarless healing. This regenerative capacity is very useful in formulations for skin regeneration, wound healing, and anti-
aging treatments. 
B. Limitations: 
1) Ethical concerns  
The origin and procurement of materials obtained from fetal cells provide significant ethical concerns. Public acceptance and 
regulatory decisions may be influenced by worries about informed consent, ethical issues, and the commercialization of biological 
resources originating from humans. 
Such items may not be widely accepted in some areas due to cultural and religious beliefs. To solve these issues, ethical compliance 
and source transparency are crucial. 
2) High cost  
Complex and costly biotechnological processes are involved in the extraction, processing, purification, and stabilization of 
components obtained from fetal cells. Production expenses are further increased by maintaining sterile conditions, guaranteeing 
quality control, and putting advanced delivery systems in place. 
Because of this, cosmetics made with these substances are frequently more expensive than traditional formulations, which may 
prevent a wider range of consumers from using them. 
3) Regulatory restrictions  
varied countries have varied regulations regarding the use of materials obtained from humans in cosmetics. The usage or 
commercialization of components produced from fetal cells may be limited by stringent safety evaluations, paperwork, and ethical 
considerations. 
Manufacturers may find it difficult to get clearances in some areas due to regulatory ambiguity or a lack of clear guidelines. Product 
development and market expansion may be hampered by these limitations. 
 

IX.   FUTURE PERSPECTIVES 
1) Alternative technologies (plant stem cells)  
A viable and morally acceptable substitute for biological components derived from humans is plant stem cell technology. These 
cells, which are abundant in antioxidants, polyphenols, and other bioactive substances, are derived from plant sources such fruits, 
roots, and leaves. 
By reducing free radical damage, extending cell life, and boosting skin vitality, plant stem cells provide protective and regenerative 
effects on the skin. They are frequently used to anti-aging formulas to increase the firmness, elasticity, and moisture of the skin. 
Additionally, their non-human origin avoids ethical issues and lowers the possibility of immunogenic reactions, increasing their 
acceptability to regulators and customers. 
2) Synthetic biotechnology  
Because synthetic biotechnology makes it possible to produce bioactive compounds using laboratory-based methods, it is a major 
achievement in the cosmetics sector. Peptides, growth factors, and other functional molecules that replicate the actions of naturally 
occurring biological substances are designed and synthesized using this method. 
These synthetic bioactives provide a number of benefits, such as constant performance, regulated composition, and high purity. 
Additionally, they solve the ethical and safety issues related to materials obtained from fetal cells by doing away with the 
requirement for biological sourcing. The potential for creating specific and useful cosmetic compounds is further increased by the 
application of peptide engineering and recombinant DNA technology. 
3) Market trends  
Growing consumer knowledge and desire for safe, natural, and ethically derived goods are driving a major transition in the 
worldwide cosmetics sector. Clean-label cosmetics, which prioritize sustainability, transparency, and the lack of contentious 
ingredients, are becoming more and more popular. 
Manufacturers are adopting alternative technologies like plant stem cells and synthetic bioactives as a result of consumers' growing 
preference for cruelty-free, vegan, and ecologically friendly products. Furthermore, the creation of novel goods that satisfy ethical 
and performance standards is being aided by developments in formulation science and marketing tactics. 
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Therefore, in order to ensure both product efficacy and consumer trust, the future of cosmetic formulations is probably going to 
concentrate on combining cutting-edge biotechnology with sustainable methods. 
 

X.   CONCLUSION 
Human-derived cellular components offer novel approaches to skin regeneration and anti-aging applications, marking a major 
breakthrough in cosmetic research. Their abundance of growth factors, cytokines, and extracellular matrix proteins promotes better 
cellular proliferation, increased collagen synthesis, and efficient dermal remodeling, which results in noticeable changes in the 
texture, elasticity, and moisture of the skin. These bioactive ingredients' increasing significance in contemporary cosmeceuticals is 
demonstrated by their incorporation into cosmetic formulations such serums, creams, and repair treatments. 
The use of human-derived materials presents significant safety, ethical, and regulatory issues that must be carefully addressed to 
assure consumer protection and compliance with international standards, notwithstanding their apparent usefulness. These delicate 
biomolecules are now more stable and delivered thanks to formulation technology advancements, but more study is needed to 
maximize their long-term safety and effectiveness. 
Future prospects in this field are focused on the creation of safer and more sustainable substitutes, such as biomimetic substances 
and stem cells generated from plants, which might provide similar advantages with less moral dilemmas. All things considered, 
human-derived cellular components have a great deal of potential to influence next-generation cosmetics—as long as scientific 
advancement is matched with moral obligation and legal compliance. 
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