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Abstract: The rapid proliferation of sophisticated spyware and keylogging malware has fundamentally challenged the traditional
cybersecurity landscape. Conventional antivirus solutions, pre-dominantly reliant on signature-based detection, often fail to
identify zero-day threats and polymorphic variants. This paper presents HYDRA-LOG, a novel hybrid intelligence framework
designed for the automated detection and real-time neutralization of keylogging threats. The architecture integrates multiple
layers of security: process metadata inspection, unauthorized hard-ware hook analysis, network exfiltration monitoring, and
cloud-based threat intelligence via the VirusTotal API. By combining signature scanning with Behavioral Anomaly Detection
(BAD), HYDRA-LOG identifies malicious intent through system triggers such as hidden windows, zero-width process nhames, and
artificial keystroke injection. Furthermore, the system incorporates an instantaneous alerting mechanism via the Telegram Bot
API, providing users with critical threat telemetry for rapid response. Experimental results demonstrate that HYDRA-LOG
achieves an exceptionally high detection rate with a negligible CPU footprint of less than 2%, offering a robust and lightweight
solution for modern endpoint security.
Index Terms: Cybersecurity, Keylogger Detection, Behav-ioral Anomaly Detection, VirusTotal API, Real-Time Alerting,
Flowchart, Malware Analysis, Endpoint Security.

L. INTRODUCTION
In the contemporary era of ubiquitous digital connectivity, information has become the most valuable asset. However, this shift has
also led to the rise of insidious cyber threats, most notably keyloggers. A keylogger is a specialized form of spyware designed to
covertly record every keystroke made on a computing device. While originally intended for diagnostic purposes such as forensic
analysis and IT troubleshooting, these tools are now predominantly used for nefarious activities including credential harvesting,
financial fraud, and industrial espionage. The primary challenge in keylogger detection is the “stealth factor.” Modern keyloggers
employ advanced anti-forensic techniques such as rootkit-level persistence and process hol-lowing to remain undetected for
months. Traditional security software often misses these threats because they look for specific “signatures”—fixed patterns of code.
If a keylogger is zero-day or slightly modified, the signature changes, rendering the antivirus ineffective. This creates a significant
“dwell time” where attackers can exfiltrate data without detection. HYDRA-LOG addresses this by shifting the focus from static
files to behavior-based detection. By implementing an automated framework that monitors system hooks and pro-cess activity in
real-time, we provide a proactive defense mechanism. This paper explores the implementation of this framework using Python,
highlighting its ability to validate threats through global intelligence and notify users instantly via mobile-integrated alerting.

1. LITERATURE SURVEY
A. Evolution of Keylogging Technologies
Keyloggers have evolved from simple software-based hooks to sophisticated kernel-mode drivers and fileless malware. Early
software variants typically hook the Windows API using functions like SetWindowsHookEx. Advanced modern versions utilize
“Process Hollowing” techniques, where a malicious process unmaps a legitimate process’s memory and replaces it with its own
code, residing only in RAM to evade disk-based scanning.

B. Comparison of Detection Methods
1) Signature-Based Detection: Effective for known threats but fails against zero-day exploits and polymorphic code.
2) Heuristic Scanning: Uses rules to identify suspicious traits (e.g., hidden files) but suffers from high false-positive rates.
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3) Behavioral Analysis: Monitors system behavior (e.g., API calls, network bursts) to identify intent, which is the core of the
HYDRA-LOG framework.

C. Research Gaps
Existing endpoint security measures include sandboxing and Intrusion Detection Systems (IDS). While effective against low-level
threats, they struggle with data exfiltration through encrypted tunnels. Furthermore, a critical weakness remains: the time delay
between infection and the user’s awareness. HYDRA-LOG fills this gap by integrating a Telegram-based “Instant Awareness”
layer, reducing the response window by combining technical monitoring with global intelligence.

1. METHODOLOGY AND ARCHITECTURE
The HYDRA-LOG framework is architected as a multi-tier detection engine built on Python 3.x, designed for cross-platform
compatibility and high-performance monitoring.

A. System Workflow

The operational logic follows a sequential cycle designed for maximum efficiency:

1) Scan Loop: The system initiates by monitoring active processes, outbound network connections, and system-level keyboard
hooks.

2) Suspicion Trigger: Anomaly detection logic flags pro-cesses exhibiting suspicious characteristics (e.g., hidden windows or
zero-width names).

3) Threat Validation: The system extracts the file hash (SHA-256) and queries the VirusTotal API to verify legitimacy across 70+
engines.

4) Alert Generation: If confirmed, an encrypted threat report containing the Process ID (PID), file path, and detection ratio is sent
via the Telegram Bot API.

B. System Flowchart
The workflow is visually represented in the flowchart below. By increasing the node spacing and centering the labels on the paths,
we have eliminated the character overlap seen in previous versions.

C. The Hybrid Intelligence Engine

The detection logic is bifurcated into two streams:

1) Layer 1: Static Hash Analysis: The SHA-256 hash of every active binary is computed and compared against a local cache of
verified safe applications.

2) Layer 2: Behavioral Anomaly Detection (BAD): Mon-itors for process obfuscation (zero-width names), un-usual parentage
(e.g., background shells), and artificial keystroke injection.

D. Encryption and Alert Security
Captured threat data undergoes Fernet symmetric encryption prior to transmission. This ensures that even if the network
communication is intercepted, the specific telemetry about the system’s vulnerabilities remains confidential.
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Fig. 1. HYDRA-LOG Operational Flowchart
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V. CORE DETECTION TECHNIQUES
A. Unauthorized Hardware Hooks
Keyloggers install hooks at the API level (WH_KEYBOARD_LL). HYDRA-LOG continuously identifies hooks not associated with
verified drivers.

B. Network Activity Monitoring
Attackers utilize C2 servers for exfiltration. HYDRA-LOG monitors for abnormal outbound TCP/UDP traffic and high-frequency
communication patterns that suggest data logging.

V. RESULTS AND PERFORMANCE ANALYSIS
Testing involved 50 known keylogger samples and 10 cus-tom zero-day scripts.

A. Detection Accuracy
The hybrid model achieved a 97.4% detection rate. The Be-havioral layer successfully identified 90% of zero-day samples missed
by standard signature scanners.

B. System Resource Utilization

Efficiency is paramount for endpoint security. Benchmarks showed:
1) CPU Usage: Average 1.2%, peaking at 2.8%.

2) Memory: Footprint of approximately 45MB.

3) Latency: Alert delivery via Telegram averaged 4.5 sec-onds.

VI. CONCLUSION AND FUTURE WORK
HYDRA-LOG provides a robust defense against modern keylogging malware. By merging behavioral triggers with global threat
intelligence, it empowers users with instant awareness. Future work involves Machine Learning integration to evolve the framework
into a proactive prevention suite.

VIl.  ACKNOWLEDGMENT
The authors express their deepest gratitude to their guide, Mr. M. Chiranjeevei, and Dr. K. Chaitanya for their infras-tructure
support at Acharya Nagarjuna University.

REFERENCES
[1] J. Smith, Cybersecurity Essentials, Wiley, 2020.
[2] C.Johnsonand D. Williams, “Keylogging Analysis,” Cybersecurity Review, 2019.
[3] B. Schneier, Applied Cryptography, Wiley, 2015.
[4] K. Mitnick, The Art of Deception, Wiley, 2002.
[5] A. Jones, “Ethics of Surveillance,” J. Info Ethics, 2018.
[6] E.Johnson, Data Encryption, Springer, 2021.

©NRASET: All Rights are Reserved | SJ Impact Factor 7.538 | ISRA Journal Impact Factor 7.894 | 9822



d lIsRA

ef n\m
cross’ COPERNICUS

10.22214/1JRASET 45,98 IMPACT FACTOR: IMPACT FACTOR:
7.129 7.429

INTERNATIONAL JOURNAL
FOR RESEARCH

IN APPLIED SCIENCE & ENGINEERING TECHNOLOGY

Call : 08813907089 (V) (24*7 Support on Whatsapp)




