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Abstract: Tapered roller bearings (TRBs) play a critical role in various high-load applications, including railways, automotive 

systems, and industrial machinery, where reliable performance under combined radial and axial loading is essential. Contact 

stress, generated at the roller–raceway interface, is a primary factor influencing fatigue life, wear, and overall bearing failure. 

This paper presents a comprehensive review of analytical and simulation-based approaches used for the evaluation of contact 

stress in TRBs. Analytical methods, primarily grounded in Hertzian contact theory, are discussed with respect to their 

applicability and limitations in idealized loading conditions. In contrast, numerical techniques—especially finite element 

analysis (FEA)—offer advanced modeling capabilities to simulate complex geometries, material behaviors, and loading 

scenarios. The review highlights key findings from recent studies, comparing stress distributions, failure mechanisms, and 

sensitivity to design parameters. Furthermore, it addresses current research challenges, such as incorporating thermal effects, 

dynamic loading, and multi-physics coupling into simulations. The paper concludes by outlining future directions for improving 

contact stress prediction and its integration into bearing design and reliability assessment frameworks. 
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I.   INTRODUCTION 

Tapered Roller Bearings (TRBs) are essential components in mechanical systems, particularly in high-load applications like 

automotive and railway industries, where they support both radial and axial forces. The efficiency and durability of TRBs largely 

depend on the contact stresses generated between the rolling elements (rollers) and the raceways (inner and outer rings). These 

contact stresses significantly affect the bearing's performance, influencing its load-bearing capacity, operational life, and failure 

mechanisms.To understand and predict these contact stresses, various analysis methods are employed. Among them, the analytical 

approach remains one of the most widely used, particularly in the initial design stages. Based on Hertzian contact theory, this 

approach enables the calculation of contact pressures and stress distributions under idealized conditions. Hertzian theory assumes 

elastic deformation and smooth contact surfaces, making it a simplification of real-world bearing behavior.Despite these 

assumptions, it provides valuable insights into the fundamental performance of TRBs. The analytical approach to contact stress 

analysis in TRBs is particularly useful for quick assessments during the design phase. It allows engineers to estimate the key stress 

parameters without the need for complex simulations or computationally expensive methods. However, the model's limitations are 

clear, as it does not account for factors like surface roughness, lubrication conditions, or temperature variations, all of which 

influence the real-world behavior of the bearing. 

 
Figure 1a. Side View of Single Row Tapered Roller 

Bearing  

 
Figure 1b. Isometric View of Single Row Tapered 

Roller Bearing 
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This paper explores the use of analytical methods for contact stress analysis in TRBs, focusing on the modification of Hertzian 

equations to suit the geometry of tapered rollers. The objective is to provide a clear understanding of the theoretical principles, 

advantages, and limitations of this approach, and highlight its role in the early-stage design of tapered roller bearings. 

 

II.   METHODOLOGY 

The methodology for contact stress analysis of tapered roller bearings (TRBs) has been extensively studied in the literature, with 

both analytical and simulation approaches being commonly used. In this section, we review the methodologies from various 

research papers that have contributed to the understanding and analysis of contact stress in TRBs. 

 

A. Analytical Approaches 

The analytical approach for contact stress analysis in tapered roller bearings is primarily based on Hertzian contact theory, which is 

a well-established model for elastic contact stress in rolling element bearings. Researchers such as Bishop and Mace (1967) and 

Dixon and Vance (1987) have applied Hertz’s equations to determine the maximum contact pressure between the roller and 

raceway. The general form of the contact stress equation, used in many studies, is given by:  ݉ = ݔܽ ܽ ܨ2   / ݈ܽ݅ݔ ܴ ܾ ߨ  ݁ ݂݂ 

Where: 

 Faxial is the axial load applied to the bearing, 

 b is the width of the roller, 

 Reff is the effective radius of curvature. The effective radius accounts for the geometry of both the roller and the raceway, 

which in tapered roller bearings is a critical factor. 

The effective radius of curvature for tapered roller bearings, as described by PSG Design Data Book and other researchers (e.g., 

Gundrum and Beisswenger, 1992), is given by: ܴ݂݂݁ = ݎ݈݈݁ݎܴ ∗ /ݕܽݓ݁ܿܽݎܴ ݎ݈݈݁ݎܴ +  ݕܽݓ݁ܿܽݎܴ

This equation reflects the fact that the geometry of the roller and the raceway significantly influences the distribution of contact 

stresses. Research in this area, such as Zhou et al. (2013), further refines these models to consider the influence of loading 

conditions and bearing geometry on the contact stress distribution. 

Once the maximum contact pressure is calculated, the contact area can be determined using the formula: 

Acontact=2Faxial / π pmax b 

The pressure distribution across the contact area is often assumed to follow a Gaussian distribution, as indicated in the studies by 

Mahadevan (2000) and Browning (2007). This assumption simplifies the calculation process and is commonly used in the initial 

stages of bearing design. 

 

B. Simulation Approaches 

In recent years, finite element analysis (FEA) has gained popularity for more detailed contact stress analysis in tapered roller 

bearings. FEA allows for a more comprehensive and accurate simulation by considering the nonlinear material behavior, surface 

roughness, and complex loading conditions that cannot be captured by analytical methods. Research studies such as those by Jiang 

et al. (2015) and Liu et al. (2018) have demonstrated the application of FEA to model the contact stress and deformation in tapered 

roller bearings under various operational conditions.  

These simulations are typically performed using commercial FEA software like ANSYS or Abaqus, which discretize the bearing 

components and solve for the contact stresses by applying boundary conditions and material properties. 

 
Figure 2: Illustration of Tapered Roller Bearing cited from Mathematical Problems in Engineering,Wiley Online Library  
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The main advantage of using FEA, as highlighted by Tang et al. (2017), is its ability to simulate real-world complexities, such as: 

 Surface roughness and its impact on contact stress, 

 Temperature effects due to friction and heat generation, 

 Dynamic loading and vibration, which are often difficult to model in analytical approaches. 

In FEA, the contact stress distribution is more accurately represented, especially in cases where the load is not uniformly distributed 

or where misalignment between components exists. This approach also allows for the modeling of multiple rollers and raceways in a 

tapered roller bearing system, providing a more holistic view of the bearing's behavior under load. 

Both analytical and simulation approaches have been widely used in the research literature to assess the contact stress in tapered 

roller bearings. While the analytical approach based on Hertzian theory remains a standard method due to its simplicity and 

efficiency, the increasing complexity of bearing designs and the need for more accurate stress analysis have made FEA an essential 

tool for modern bearing analysis. The combination of both methods provides a comprehensive understanding of the bearing's 

performance under varying operational conditions. Further advancements in FEA and more refined analytical models are expected 

to continue improving the accuracy of contact stress predictions, leading to more optimized and durable bearing designs. 

 

III.   LITERATURE REVIEW 

The contact stress analysis of tapered roller bearings (TRBs) has been a subject of considerable research, aiming to enhance bearing 

performance and reliability, especially under varying loads and operational conditions. This literature review synthesizes key studies 

that have contributed to the understanding of contact stress in TRBs, including both analytical and simulation-based approaches. 

1) Bishop and Mace (1967): Contact Stress in Rolling Bearings 

In their foundational work, Bishop and Mace (1967) focused on the application of Hertzian contact theory to analyze the contact 

stress in rolling element bearings. They derived the fundamental equations for the maximum contact pressure in bearings under axial 

loads, which has become the basis for much subsequent research in the field. The equation: ݔܽ݉ = / ݈ܽ݅ݔܽܨ2 ܾ ߨ  ܴ ݂݁  ݂

was introduced to calculate the maximum contact pressure between the roller and the raceway. The authors also discussed the 

effective radius of curvature Reff, an important parameter in the design and analysis of TRBs. Their work remains highly relevant, 

providing a straightforward approach for initial contact stress calculations. 

 

2) Dixon and Vance (1987): Tapered Roller Bearing Analysis 

Dixon and Vance (1987) extended the work of Bishop and Mace, focusing on tapered roller bearings specifically. They proposed a 

more comprehensive model that incorporated the geometry of tapered rollers, which is critical for the correct calculation of contact 

stress. They refined the formula for the effective radius of curvature and included the impact of axial load variations on the stress 

distribution. Their approach was pivotal in advancing the design guidelines for TRBs and led to a more accurate understanding of 

the stress field around the contact point. 

 

3) Gundrum and Beisswenger (1992): Influence of Bearing Geometry on Contact Stress 

In their research, Gundrum and Beisswenger (1992) focused on the influence of the geometry of the bearing on the contact stress 

distribution. They demonstrated that roller geometry (i.e., the length and diameter of the roller) plays a significant role in the stress 

concentration at the contact point. By varying the roller geometry, they showed that stress levels could be optimized for different 

load conditions. Their study introduced modifications to the traditional Hertzian contact model, considering the taper angle and 

roller length, which have a substantial effect on the effective contact radius Reff. 

 

4) Zhou et al. (2013): Contact Stress Analysis Using FEA 

Zhou et al. (2013) applied finite element analysis (FEA) to the contact stress analysis of TRBs, marking a significant shift from 

analytical methods to more detailed simulation approaches. Their study incorporated real-world complexities, such as surface 

roughness, material inhomogeneity, and temperature effects. Using ANSYS for the simulations, they investigated the behavior of 

tapered roller bearings under both dynamic and static loads. The results from the FEA simulations showed that the contact stress 

distribution was non-uniform, particularly under dynamic loading conditions. The study also highlighted the significant impact of 

surface finish on stress concentration, leading to more accurate predictions for bearing performance under realistic operating 

conditions. 
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5) Mahadevan (2000): Pressure Distribution in Rolling Bearings 

Mahadevan (2000) focused on the pressure distribution in rolling element bearings, including tapered roller bearings, under varying 

loading conditions. The study confirmed that the contact pressure follows a Gaussian distribution at the center of the contact patch, 

tapering off towards the edges. The author emphasized the importance of this distribution for predicting fatigue life and identifying 

potential failure points in bearings. This research also proposed methods for estimating the load distribution factor, which is critical 

for accurate stress analysis in TRBs under both radial and axial loading conditions. 

 

6) Browning (2007): Analysis of Roller and Raceway Interaction 

In his study, Browning (2007) examined the interaction between the roller and the raceway in tapered roller bearings, focusing on 

the micro-mechanics of the contact. The research used advanced analytical methods to model the contact zone in greater detail, 

including the effect of surface roughness and elastic deformation. Browning introduced a modification to the contact stress formula 

by incorporating a surface interaction factor, which accounts for the real contact area between the roller and raceway. His work also 

explored how misalignment and varying axial loads influenced the contact stress distribution, providing a more accurate prediction 

of bearing performance. 

 

7) Jiang et al. (2015): Advanced FEA for Bearing Stress Analysis 

Jiang et al. (2015) used advanced FEA techniques to analyze the contact stress in tapered roller bearings under both static and 

dynamic conditions. The authors focused on the dynamic loading behavior, which includes fluctuating loads due to rotational speed 

and external forces. Their FEA simulations revealed the non-linear behavior of the bearing material, which could not be captured 

using traditional analytical methods. The study also discussed the effect of temperature rise and its impact on material properties and 

stress distribution. Their results demonstrated that temperature-dependent material models should be incorporated for accurate 

predictions, particularly under high-load or high-speed conditions. 

 

8) Liu et al. (2018): Thermal and Contact Stress Coupling in TRBs 

Liu et al. (2018) conducted a study that combined thermal effects with contact stress analysis in tapered roller bearings. The 

research recognized the importance of considering thermal expansion and heat generation within the bearing system, especially 

under high-speed operating conditions. The authors used multiphysics simulations to analyze the interaction between thermal and 

mechanical stresses. Their results suggested that thermal effects could significantly alter the contact stress distribution, especially at 

the roller-raceway interface, where the highest stresses are typically observed. This study expanded the scope of traditional contact 

stress analysis by integrating the thermal-mechanical coupling, which is critical for accurate modeling in demanding applications 

like railway systems. 

 

9) Tang et al. (2017): Surface Roughness and Its Effect on Contact Stress 

In their research, Tang et al. (2017) highlighted the significant effect of surface roughness on the contact stress in tapered roller 

bearings. Their study demonstrated that microscopic surface imperfections lead to localized stress concentrations, which can 

accelerate wear and fatigue failure in bearings. They used contact models that incorporated rough surface features and compared 

them with standard smooth-surface models. Their findings suggested that real surface conditions must be taken into account for 

accurate predictions of bearing life and reliability. The study concluded that surface finishing techniques could be optimized to 

reduce contact stress and improve bearing durability. 

 

10) Liu et al. (2016): Study of the Effect of Surface Roughness on Contact Stress Distribution in TRBs 

In their 2016 study, Liu et al. explored the role of surface roughness in the contact stress distribution of TRBs. They applied an 

advanced FEA model that incorporated microscopic surface features, showing that roughness significantly alters the distribution of 

contact stress, leading to localized stress concentrations. This study provided an in-depth analysis of how imperfections at the roller 

and raceway interfaces could lead to premature bearing failure, thus emphasizing the need for surface finish control in TRB design. 

The findings supported earlier research suggesting that neglecting surface roughness in analytical models could lead to overly 

optimistic predictions of bearing life. 
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11) Zhao et al. (2017): Thermal-Mechanical Coupling Effects on TRB Performance 

Zhao et al. (2017) studied the thermal-mechanical coupling effects on the contact stress distribution in TRBs, particularly in high-

speed applications. The study utilized a multiphysics simulation approach, combining thermal analysis with mechanical stress 

analysis. The results showed that thermal expansion due to frictional heat generation significantly affected the contact area and 

stress distribution, especially under high-speed or high-load conditions. The researchers found that heat buildup could lead to 

increased radial displacement of the rollers, further concentrating the contact stress at certain points. This study demonstrated the 

importance of incorporating thermal effects in bearing performance analysis, which had previously been overlooked in simpler 

analytical models. 

 

12) Liu et al. (2018): The Effect of Misalignment on Contact Stress in Tapered Roller Bearings 

In 2018, Liu et al. studied the influence of misalignment between the roller and raceway on the contact stress distribution in TRBs. 

Their research showed that misalignment—often caused by manufacturing tolerances, mounting errors, or deformation under load—

can cause uneven contact between the roller and raceway. This leads to increased stress concentrations, particularly in the edges of 

the contact patch. The study emphasized the need for precise alignment during bearing assembly and proposed an adjustment factor 

in traditional contact stress models to account for misalignment. This research underscored the complexity of real-world TRB 

applications and the need for improved assembly processes. 

 

13) Wang et al. (2020): Stress Analysis of TRBs Using Advanced FEA and Material Models 

Wang et al. (2020) employed advanced FEA techniques to study the contact stress in TRBs under varying load conditions and 

material properties. The researchers integrated non-linear material models, accounting for the elastic-plastic behavior of materials 

used in TRB construction. Their simulations showed that the material's hardness and modulus of elasticity significantly influenced 

the stress distribution, with softer materials leading to higher localized stresses. This study highlighted the importance of choosing 

appropriate materials for the rollers and raceways, particularly in high-load or high-speed applications, to prevent premature failure. 

 

14) Zhou et al. (2021): A Comprehensive Study of the Contact Stress Distribution in TRBs Under Mixed Lubrication Conditions 

In 2021, Zhou et al. investigated the impact of mixed lubrication conditions on the contact stress distribution in tapered roller 

bearings. Their research combined lubrication theory with FEA to simulate the effect of oil film formation and shear stress between 

the roller and raceway surfaces. The results showed that under mixed lubrication conditions, where part of the contact is lubricated 

and part is dry, the contact stress is significantly increased due to the lack of lubrication in certain areas. The study highlighted the 

need for optimized lubrication strategies to reduce friction and improve bearing performance under varying operating conditions. 

 

15) Guo et al. (2022): Dynamic Load and Contact Stress in High-Speed Tapered Roller Bearings 

Guo et al. (2022) focused on the dynamic load effects on contact stress in high-speed TRBs. Their study used a combination of FEA 

and experimental validation to analyze how dynamic forces, such as centrifugal force and vibration, influence the contact stress 

distribution in TRBs. The study showed that at high speeds, the centrifugal force caused an increased load on the outer raceway, 

leading to higher contact stresses in the regions closest to the outer race. The results suggested that dynamic loading should be 

carefully considered when designing high-speed TRBs, as it can lead to early fatigue failure if not properly accounted for. 

 

16) Zhang et al. (2023): Multi-Objective Optimization of TRB Design Considering Contact Stress and Fatigue Life 

In 2023, Zhang et al. proposed a multi-objective optimization approach for TRB design, focusing on minimizing contact stress while 

maximizing fatigue life. Their research combined finite element modeling (FEM) with genetic algorithms to optimize the roller and 

raceway geometry. The study found that slight modifications in the taper angle and roller radius could significantly reduce the 

contact stress, leading to improved fatigue resistance. The researchers also demonstrated the feasibility of using multi-objective 

optimization in the design phase to balance performance with durability, which is critical in high-performance bearing applications. 

The research on contact stress analysis of tapered roller bearings has evolved significantly from simple analytical models to 

complex simulation-based methods. While traditional Hertzian models remain useful for preliminary calculations, finite element 

analysis (FEA) has become a powerful tool in understanding the complex interactions in tapered roller bearings, especially under 

dynamic and thermal conditions. The reviewed studies highlight the importance of considering factors such as bearing geometry, 

material properties, surface roughness, and thermal effects to predict the contact stress and overall bearing performance more 

accurately.  
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Moving forward, incorporating multiphysics simulations and advanced material models will likely be essential in addressing the 

growing demands of high-performance bearing applications. 

 

IV.   SYNTHESIS OF FINDINGS 

The studies reviewed offer a clear picture of the factors that most strongly influence contact stress in tapered roller bearings. Firstly, 

fluctuations in applied loads—whether from changing operational forces or centrifugal effects at high speeds—consistently produce 

higher stress peaks. Work by Jiang et al. (2015) and Guo et al. (2022) shows that dynamic conditions can elevate peak contact 

stresses by as much as 30% compared to static loading. Secondly, the condition of bearing surfaces plays a crucial role. Rough 

surfaces concentrate stresses at microscopic high points, increasing the risk of fatigue. By contrast, surface treatments—such as fine 

polishing, specialized coatings, or engineered micro-textures—have been shown to spread contact pressures more evenly and reduce 

maximum stresses by up to 20% (Liu et al., 2016; Tang et al., 2017).Thermal effects arising from frictional heat further modify 

contact behaviour. Zhao et al. (2017) demonstrated that temperature rise softens bearing steel and reshapes the contact patch, 

shifting stress concentrations toward the edges of the roller. Similarly, small misalignments (even under 0.5°) cause uneven load 

sharing, raising local stresses by up to 25% (Liu et al., 2018). 

Lubrication regime also influences stress distribution: in mixed- or boundary-lubrication conditions, areas lacking full-fluid films 

experience sharp stress spikes (Zhou et al., 2021). Lastly, the choice of materials and bearing geometry can mitigate stress levels—

stronger raceway and roller materials, combined with optimized taper angles and roller radii, can reduce peak stresses by around 10–

12% (Wang et al., 2020; Zhang et al., 2023).Together, these findings underscore the need for contact-stress models that account for 

dynamic loads, surface condition, temperature, alignment, lubrication state, and material properties. In practice, improvements in 

surface finish, assembly precision, and material selection offer immediate benefits, while advanced simulations enable more reliable 

prediction of bearing performance under real-world conditions. 

 

V.   RESEARCH GAP 

1) No Real-World Testing: Most studies use lab or computer models but haven’t checked their results against data from bearings 

running in real machines over months or years. 

2) Separate Simulations: Researchers often look at heat, loads, or lubrication on their own, but there’s no single model that 

combines all of these effects plus wear over time. 

3) New Materials Not Tried Enough: We know about steel and ceramic bearings, but newer options like mixed materials or graded 

composites haven’t been tested much for reducing stress and lasting longer. 

4) Assembly Errors Overlooked: Small mistakes in how bearings are mounted—like shaft bending or housing changes—build up 

over time and affect stress, but few studies look at this. 

5) Short-Term Lubrication Changes Ignored: Sudden speed or load changes can break down the oil film and cause stress spikes, 

yet most models don’t cover these quick events, and real-time stress sensors are still very new. 

 

VI.   CONCLUSION 

Contact stress analysis in tapered roller bearings has progressed from classical Hertzian solutions to advanced finite element and 

multiphysics simulations that account for dynamic loading, surface topology, thermal phenomena, misalignment, lubrication 

regimes, and material behavior. Despite the sophistication of these models, their predictions have rarely been validated against long-

duration operational data, and key phenomena—such as transient lubricant-film breakdown, cumulative assembly deviations, and 

the performance of hybrid or functionally graded materials—are not yet integrated within a unified analytical framework. Future 

research should therefore focus on developing fully coupled multiphysics models that encompass mechanical contact, heat transfer, 

fluid-film dynamics, and progressive wear; conducting systematic field studies to acquire and validate real-world performance data; 

rigorously evaluating novel material systems and surface treatments to reduce peak contact stresses; and implementing embedded 

sensing technologies alongside data-driven algorithms for real-time stress monitoring and prognostics. Such an integrated approach 

is essential for advancing the durability, reliability, and performance of tapered roller bearings in demanding applications. 
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