
 

13 IV April 2025

https://doi.org/10.22214/ijraset.2025.68832



International Journal for Research in Applied Science & Engineering Technology (IJRASET) 
                                                                                           ISSN: 2321-9653; IC Value: 45.98; SJ Impact Factor: 7.538 

                                                                                                                Volume 13 Issue IV Apr 2025- Available at www.ijraset.com 
     

 
2888 ©IJRASET: All Rights are Reserved | SJ Impact Factor 7.538 | ISRA Journal Impact Factor 7.894 | 

 

IoT-Based Application for Real-Time Monitoring 
and Segregation of Solid Waste in Urban and 

Municipal Environments 
 

Dr. N. Malathy1, Sangeetha L2, Suchendra Reddy V3, Reena Sree G4, Dhanush M5 

1, 2, 3, 4Electronics and Communication Engineering, J.N.N Institute of Engineering, Chennai, India 
5Bio Medical Engineering, J.N.N Institute of Engineering, Chennai, India 

 
Abstract: Conventional waste management systems are unable to cope with fast-paced urbanization, resulting in over flowing 
garbage cans and mounting expenditure. With the inclusion of wireless modules and ultrasonic sensors, an IoT-based smart 
dustbin management system driven by Arduino can efficiently track the fill levels of bins. Authorities are notified when bins are 
full, allowing for timely collection and minimizing fuel usage. A servo motor prevents unauthorized dumping and facilitates 
waste separation. The YOLO algorithm sorts the waste in real time, routing it to correct compartment. The system sends 
information to a cloud dashboard, maximizing recycling processes and collection schedules for a smarter and more efficient 
waste management solution. 
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I. INTRODUCTION 

Traditional waste management is grossly hindered by the rapid pace of urbanization, which leads to filled trash cans, environmental 
degradation, and higher operational costs. Fuel consumption and labor inefficiencies are exacerbated by inefficient collection 
timetables. A Smart Waste Management System based on Arduino is proposed as a remedy to this issue in an attempt to easy waste 
disposal and monitoring.  
For maximum waste collection, Ultrasonic sensors monitor bin fill levels and provide real-time notifications over Wi-Fi or GSM. 
Although YOLO-based real-time classification accurately separates biodegradable and non-biodegradable waste for proper routing, 
a servo motor ensures controlled disposal and segregation. Additionally, local authorities can analyze garbage trends and optimize 
collection schedules using a cloud-based dashboard. This enhances resource optimization, sustainability, and waste management 
efficiency making it most suitable for smart city applications. 
 

II. LITERATURE SURVEY 
A.  Identifying Objects Using an Ultrasonic Sensor 
In safety and automation systems, ultrasonic sensors are widely utilized for detecting objects as well as measuring distance. 
Ultrasonic sensors utilize high-frequency sound waves that are emitted and measure the time of return of the reflected waves, 
as discussed in [1]. In applications for obstacle detection and smart security systems, these sensors have been proven to be 
effective 
 
B. Machine Learning-Based Servo Motor Control 
Intelligent and Adaptive Servo Motor Control Mechanisms Enabled by Machine Learning Machine Learning (ML) has revolutionized 
automation in embedded systems.  Traditional servo motor control uses static control loops and pre-programmed algorithms, which 
were unable to always factor in dynamic environmental changes.  Servo motors can be made more accurate and efficient by using 
machine learning (ML), which enables them to learn from past data, detect trends, and adjust movements in real time. 
An experiment in [2] revealed how ML algorithms optimize servo motor control and perceive sensor inputs to reduce errors and 
enhance responsiveness.  This process is effective where precise and agile motor control matters, for instance, in robotics, industrial 
automation, and prosthetics.  Servo systems based on ML are ideal for modern automation systems due to the assurance of smoother 
operations, reduced power consumption, and greater flexibility. 
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C. GSM-Based Emergency Alert System 
An Arduino-based emergency alert system offers a practical and real-time solution for critical situations by using Global System for 
Mobile Communications (GSM) modules to send instant notifications. In [3], researchers created a system that employs an Arduino 
Uno microcontroller to identify emergencies and activate GSM-based alerts, which send SMS notifications to designated contacts. 
This allows for prompt action in the event of accidents, security breaches, or dangerous conditions. Furthermore, the addition of an 
emergency buzzer increases the system’s effectiveness by producing an audible alert, which helps to draw attention to the situation. 
These systems have broad applications in healthcare, security, and disaster management, promoting quick responses and enhanced 
safety measures. 
 
D. LCD and GSM Communication in Embedded Systems 
LCD (Liquid Crystal Display) screens are commonly utilized in embedded systems for real-time data visualization, offering a clear 
and user-friendly interface for monitoring system parameters. Research in [5] emphasizes the benefits of integrating LCDs with 
microcontrollers like the Arduino Uno, which allows for the efficient display of essential information such as sensor readings, alerts, 
and operational statuses. These displays enhance system usability by providing immediate feedback, minimizing the reliance on 
external computing devices. Their low power consumption, excellent readability, and cost-effectiveness make them well-suited for 
IoT applications, industrial automation, and medical monitoring systems, ensuring timely status updates and improved user 
interaction. 
 

II. PROPOSED METHODOLOGY 
A. System Architecture 
The smart monitoring and alert system consist of multiple hardware components which function together to deliver efficient 
operation while providing real-time monitoring and timely alerts. The system architecture unifies multiple sensors with actuators 
and communication modules which the Arduino Uno microcontroller manages and coordinates. 
Arduino Uno: The Arduino Uno microcontroller serves as the system's central processing unit which handles sensor data collection 
while executing programmed instructions and controlling actuator movement. Because of its ability to work with multiple peripheral 
modules together with straightforward programming features the Arduino Uno stands out as the best microcontroller for embedded 
applications. 

 
Figure (1):  Hardware Block Diagram 

 
Ultrasonic Sensor: The Figure (2) HC-SR04 ultrasonic sensor functions as an accurate tool for both measuring distance and 
detecting obstacles. The system functions by sending ultrasonic waves and tracking the duration taken for the echo to bounce back 
which enables precise obstacle detection and proximity evaluation. 
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Figure (2): Ultrasonic Sensor  

 
Machine Learning (ML) Input: An ML module within the system analyzes sensor data patterns to improve decision-making 
capabilities. Real-time sensor data feeds into the ML model which forecasts possible anomalies and hazards to enhance automated 
responses while minimizing false alerts. 
Servo Motor: A servo motor is used for accurate mechanical actuation according to ML-based decisions. It carries out controlled 
movement in reaction to sensed obstacles or other pre-set triggers, with precise and efficient system operation. 
GSM Module: The GSM module facilitates real-time remote communication through the transmission of SMS warnings to 
preconfigured contacts during emergency situations. This feature enhances system accessibility, allowing users to receive real-time 
notifications regarding security breaches or operational irregularities. 
LCD Display: A Liquid Crystal Display (LCD) provides real-time indication of system status, including sensor values, identified 
obstacles, and warning messages. This feature enables users to effectively monitor system performance directly from the device. 
 
B. Working of System 
The Smart Waste Management System integrates Machine Learning (ML) and Embedded Systems to enhance the processes of 
waste collection, sorting, and disposal. By utilizing IoT-enabled smart bins equipped with sensors, the system monitors waste levels, 
identifies different types of waste, and predicts when bins will reach capacity. This real-time information is transmitted to a cloud 
platform, where ML algorithms refine collection routes, minimizing unnecessary trips and associated costs. Furthermore, computer 
vision and deep learning technologies automatically categorize waste into recyclable and non-recyclable groups, streamlining the 
recycling process. A real-time dashboard offers valuable insights for municipal authorities, promoting proactive waste management. 
This adaptable solution helps prevent waste overflow, reduce pollution, and keep urban areas cleaner, making it particularly suitable 
for smart cities and industrial zones. 

 
Figure (3): Software Block Diagram 
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C. YOLO Algorithm based waste classification 
The YOLO (You Only Look Once) algorithm, is mostly applied in computer vision, can be very efficient in waste segregation 
automation through the detection and classification of different types of waste. 
1) Training Data: YOLO is trained using a data set of images corresponding to various types of waste (plastic, paper, metal, 

organic, etc.). Bounding boxes are used to label the location and type of waste in each image. 
2) Real-Time Detection: Once Trained, the YOLO model is able to recognize and classify waste objects in real-time. As waste 

travels along a conveyer belt, cameras take snapshots, which YOLO uses to identify objects, both their type and their position 
in the frame.   

3) Sorting Mechanism: After sorting, the system guides robotic arms or sorting mechanisms to sort out the waste into respective 
bins. 

 
III. RESULTS AND DISCUSSION 

Smart Waste management system was implemented and tested at indoor location. Figure (4) shows the final prototype built for the 
proposed system 

 
Figure (4): Hardware 

 

 
Figure (5): Message Alert Output 

 
This technology-driven solution in Figure (5) improves waste disposal by incorporating machine learning-based image processing 
for efficient segregation. Through real-time monitoring, the system fosters cleaner and smarter waste management practices by 
improving efficiency, hygiene, and environmental sustainability. When a bin reaches its maximum capacity, the "Dustbin Full" alert 
promptly notifies waste management authorities. An automated GSM message is triggered, ensuring timely waste collection and 
preventing overflow. Additionally, an LED display provides real-time updates to guide users and waste collectors. 
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Figure (6): Garbage level Graph 

 
In a smart waste segregation system, figure (6) shows the accumulation of waste in real time. Time is represented by the x-axis, 
while the amount of waste in the bin is shown by the y-axis. The graph's variations show shifting disposal rates, with peaks 
indicating when the bin is almost full. 

  To guarantee prompt collection, the GSM module alerts waste management authorities as the bin gets close to capacity. Effective 
garbage disposal is made possible by an LED display that shows real-time status updates. Furthermore, garbage is effectively 
classified using machine learning-based image processing, enhancing sustainability and segregation. 

  Authorities can minimize overflow and maintain hygiene by streamlining garbage collection schedules through data visualization. 
This intelligent monitoring system promotes a cleaner, greener, and more sustainable environment by fusing technology with waste 
management 

 
Figure (7): LCD Output 

 
Smart waste segregation systems use LCD units to present real-time information based on the controller’s response to detected 
waste types, making it easier for users to dispose of waste correctly. When the bin is about to reach its saturation level, the GSM 
module activates and sends an alert to the concerned authorities, enabling timely intervention. 
A machine learning-based image processing system accurately identifies different categories of waste, ensuring efficient 
segregation. If non-biodegradable waste is detected, the LED display provides messages like "Non-Biodegradable Waste Detected". 
Simultaneously, the Arduino-powered interface displays visual cues to guide users, ensuring automated real-time monitoring and 
corrective actions for a cleaner and more sustainable environment. 
This innovative approach not only enhances waste management efficiency but also educates the community about responsible 
disposal practices. By integrating technology with environmental awareness, we can foster a culture of sustainability that 
encourages individuals to actively participate in keeping their surroundings clean. 
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IV. COCLUSION AND FUTURE WORK 
With smart sorting and automation, the smart waste segregation system shown in the picture is a cutting-edge way of optimizing the 
efficiency of garbage disposal. To make automatic garbage detection, sorting, and disposal easy, it integrates Arduino with the 
required components like ultrasonic sensors, GSM modules, LCD displays, relays, motors, and buzzers. 
One of the most striking aspects of the system is that it can utilize machine learning, in the form of the YOLO (You Only Look 
Once) algorithm, which enables quick and precise object detection, to identify and categorize trash in real time. The amount of 
waste in the bin is always measured by the ultrasonic sensor, which provides feedback in the form of signals to show that it is almost 
full. For on-time collection, the GSM module sends an automatic message to waste management officials when it is full. Real-time 
status is also provided by an LED or LCD display, which enhances user awareness and alerts garbage collectors. 
The system is also equipped with an automatic DC motor system for enabling garbage transportation to enhance segregation 
efficiency further. Power supply and battery backup provide continuous and smooth operation. 
This system minimizes manual handling, prevents overflow, and optimizes the collection of trash via automated alarms and real-
time observation. It is an excellent investment for use in smart cities as it helps ensure a cleaner, greener, and more sustainable 
world if adopted in modern waste management systems. 
Efficiency and sustainability will be the heart of future development in the smart waste segregation system. Accuracy of garbage 
classification can be improved by the incorporation of advanced AI models like Faster R-CNN. Cloud monitoring via IoT-based 
solutions will allow remote trash management and real-time evaluation. Segregation can be optimized by automation of the sorting 
process through conveyor belts or robotic arms. Solar panel integration can give a clean source of power to facilitate energy 
efficiency. A mobile app can also involve the community by providing trash can locations and promoting proper disposal habits. 
Waste management will be more automated, green, and efficient because of these developments. 
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