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Abstract: This study investigates the projection of roles in newspaper editorials using Functional Linguistics, with a focus on 

clause complex analysis and its connection to the logico-semantics of quoting and reporting speech or thoughts. Functional 

Linguistics provides a framework for understanding how language is used to project roles onto different participants in 

discourse, such as journalists, politicians, and the public.  

Clause complex analysis is employed to examine how clauses are organized and combined in chains to represent speech or 

thoughts, shedding light on how these representations contribute to the construction of roles. The logico-semantics of quoting 

and reporting speech or thoughts play a crucial role in this process, as they determine how reported speech, or thoughts are 

attributed to specific participants. 

By integrating clause complex analysis with the logico-semantics of quoting and reporting, this study offers a comprehensive 

approach to understanding the projection of roles in newspaper editorials. It demonstrates how grammatical choices, such as the 

use of direct or indirect speech, influence the attribution of speech or thoughts to different participants, thus shaping their roles 

within the discourse. In this scenario, reported speech can also be used to engage the reader by bringing in the voices of relevant 

stakeholders or by presenting contrasting viewpoints. This can make the editorial more interesting and persuasive.  

The data of this research are clause complexes containing projections in editorial texts of 3 international newspapers, namely 

the New York Times, Saudi Gazette, and Times of India. Each of the newspapers is represented by 60 news stories in leading 

articles for editorial texts. The data are analyzed by using a manual analysis technique in which the clause complexes are 

analyzed and categorized concerning systemic functional linguistic (SFL) theory about projection. The findings indicate that 

there are two kinds of projection used in news story texts, namely hypotactic locution, and hypotactic idea. 

The logico-semantics of quoting and reporting further enrich the analysis by examining the logical and semantic relationships 

between the reported speech and the participants involved. This aspect of the study elucidates how the choice of reporting 

strategy, such as direct or indirect speech, affects the attribution of speech or thoughts to specific participants, thereby shaping 

their roles within the discourse. 

Through a comprehensive examination of reported speech in newspaper editorials, this research contributes to a deeper 

understanding of the role of language in projecting roles and shaping meaning in media discourse. It sheds light on the 

persuasive strategies employed by editorial writers to influence readers' perceptions and opinions, highlighting the intricate 

interplay between language, ideology, and power in journalistic discourse.  

To sum up, this research demonstrates how Systemic Functional Linguistics (SFL), through clause complex analysis, offers a 

subtle understanding of how roles are projected in newspaper editorials. It highlights the role of language structure in the 

representation of social actors, showing how grammatical choices influence the portrayal of these actors and their relationships 

within the editorial discourse. By providing insights into the persuasive strategies employed in editorials, this study contributes to 

a deeper understanding of the mechanisms through which language is used to influence readers' perceptions and opinions in 

the realm of media discourse. 

Key Terms: Systemic Functional Grammar, Newspaper Editorials, Political Discourse Analysis, Logico-Semantic Relations, 

Tactic System, Projection Analysis, Reported Speech. 
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I.   INTRODUCTION 

This study aims to study and explore the clause complex as a linguistic resource for making up the logical meaning of the editorials 

in newspapers. Adopting Systemic Functional Linguistics (SFL) in the analysis, the study takes the clause complex as the basic unit 

for analyzing the editorial articles of three international newspapers. This study is a comparative account of the clause complex 

system found in three international newspaper editorials. This study adopts a Systemic Functional perspective. The central 

hypothesis of this research is to explain how clause combination meanings are built in newspaper articles in general and editorials in 

particular.  

In the realm of Functional Linguistics, the analysis of projection, particularly through reported speech, in newspaper editorials offers 

a nuanced understanding of how language is used to attribute speech or thoughts to different participants in discourse. The term 

Projection is equivalent to direct and indirect or reported speech in traditional grammar. This analysis, when viewed through the 

lens of the logical metafunction, provides insights into the underlying mechanisms through which roles are projected onto 

participants such as journalists, politicians, and statesmen. The logical metafunction, as defined within systemic functional 

grammar, focuses on the organization of ideas and the construction of meaning in language. 

The projection of roles through reported speech in newspaper editorials is not merely a grammatical exercise but a complex 

interplay between language structure and meaning. By analyzing how clauses are organized and how logical relationships are 

established between the reported speech and the participants involved, we can uncover the persuasive strategies used by editorial 

writers to influence readers' perceptions and opinions. 

Media has skillfully shaped the world of today. “Whereas in the past it had been the historians who constructed history, by 

transforming doings into meanings (historiography) and thus providing each recorded event with a history of prior conditions 

relevant to its interpretation, in our time it has been the media who construct history, by the simple process of deciding what is 

news”, M.K. Halliday and J.I. Webster (2003:365). Therefore, studying editorials and showing their features is an important way to 

understand how the powerful media can shape the thinking of readers today. In general, media power is symbolic and persuasive 

and have the potential to control to some extent the minds of readers. 

In this study, the aim is to explore the projection of roles in Functional Linguistics within newspaper editorials, focusing on clause 

complex analysis and the logico-semantics of quoting and reporting speech or thoughts. Through this exploration, we seek to deepen 

our understanding of how language is used to construct meaning and project roles in media discourse, highlighting the role of the 

logical metafunction in this process. 

 

II.   RESEARCH BACKGROUND 

The language of newspapers, like other genres, is special and aims at a specific audience. It includes grammatical and phonological 

systems that serve many purposes such as informing the readers, instructing them, and entertaining them at large. Though many 

studies have been done regarding newspapers none of them has discussed the clause complex systems in the construction of 

information in the newspapers using systemic functional grammar. The Clause complex refers to the clauses that are connected 

systematically and meaningfully. The meaning becomes clearer and well-enhanced by putting many clauses together to create a 

bigger complex of them and hence becomes one event. Halliday and Matthiessen (2014:430) clarify this point by saying 

“Semantically the effect of combining clauses into a clause complex is one of tighter integration of meaning: the sequences that are 

realized grammatically in a clause complex are constructed as being sub-sequences within the total sequence of events that make up 

a whole episode in a narrative”.  

Therefore, the clause complexes are powerful tools to analyze newspaper editorials extensively and explore the lexicogrammatical 

patterns that are prominent in the newspapers. According to S. Eggins (232,233: 2004) “The projection is just one of the different 

types of logical relationships that can bind adjacent clauses together. The projecting clause is the clause which contains the mental 

process… it is important to understand that with projection there are two clauses involved. Each clause needs to be analysed for its 

transitivity structure. Only the projecting clause will be a mental process (or verbal process). The projected clause can be of any 

process type: material, mental, verbal, existential, relational.” 

 This indicates that the main clause comes either verbal or mental in the sense that the sayer or believer as this study would explain 

this in detail along with supporting examples. 
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III.   PROJECTION RELATIONS AND TACTIC SYSTEM 

In this paper, I will discuss the expansion system and its subparts and how they effectively played meaning-making resources in editorial 

texts, the projection relations, which are also a part of the logico-semantic system, deal with relations between projecting clauses 

(phenomenon) of verbal or mental features and the content of thinking or saying and the content is considered as a meta phenomenon in 

systemic functional grammar. Halliday and Matthiessen (2014:516) state that “As with nexuses projecting locutions, nexuses projecting 

ideas consist of a phenomenon – the projecting clause – and a meta phenomenon – the ‘content’ of the projecting clause…” 

The direct or indirect quotations are used by journalists as one of the strategies to show neutrality in their news reporting and this conforms 

with Van Dijk's statement in his book ‘News as Discourse’ (1988:70) that “These quotes suggest that 'these are his words,' and are used 

routinely when the journalist wants to distance himself from such an expression…,” and also added that “quotes are a powerful strategy 

for the journalist to avoid the constraints on impersonality, opinions, point of view, and formality.” 

This paper discusses the roles of projections with the taxis system in meaning-making procedures in news editorials.  

Projection relations can be both paratactic and hypotactic. Paratactic relations occur when one clause makes a direct quotation of 

speech or thought whereas hypotactic relations transpire when one clause makes an indirect quotation of speech or thought. 

Projection refers to the relationship that exists between a projecting clause containing a verb of saying or thinking and a projected 

one that expresses what is said or thought. In Systemic Functional Grammar as shown in IFG4 (2014 509-511) three systems are 

involved in the differentiation of different of projections. 

 

A. Kinds of Projection 

1) The level of projection (idea vs locution) 

The projection can be a representation of a mental clause; such projections are called ideas. On the other hand, the projection may 

be a representation of a verbal clause; such projections are called locutions.  

 

2) Mode of projection (paratactic and hypotactic) 

The mode of projection refers to whether the statement or proposition is reported indirectly and hence referred to as hypotactic, and 

if quoted as such, it is seen as paratactic. Therefore, locutions and ideas can be projected paratactically; such projections are 

referred to in traditional grammar as ‘direct speech’. Here the exact words of the Sayer are quoted. Locutions and ideas can also be 

projected hypotactically; such projections are referred to in traditional grammar as ‘indirect speech’.  

 

3) The speech function of the projection  

The speech functions can be divided into two kinds: propositions which include statements and questions and proposals which 

comprise commands and offers.  

The analysis of the data found that projections have 183 occurrences in the editorials under consideration. Verbal projections have 

144 relations divided between paratactic verbal projections which obtain 59 instances whereas the hypotactic verbal relations attain 

85 instances in the whole data. Mental relations, on the other hand, have only 37 hypotactic relations and 2 occurrences of paratactic 

mental relations. The following points will discuss the two parts. 

 

IV.   RESEARCH METHODS 

A. Data Collection 

This research aims to investigate the logical connections between the editorial texts which tailor the information structure for the 

readers meticulously. The data were collected from three international newspapers namely the New York Times, Times of India, 

and Saudi Gazette respectively. Topics chosen to cover political, social, and other issues. Sixty editorial texts were chosen and 

shortlisted for analytical study. The texts under study are selected from online websites of the abovementioned newspapers and can 

be accessed online at https://www.nytimes.com/,https://timesofindia.indiatimes.com/ and http://saudigazette.com.sa/   respectively. 

The selected materials were published between June and September 2018. 

 

B. Study Design: Steps of Analysis 

This research goes through several stages or steps which can be up to six steps. An example of text extraction is to show the way the 

editorial texts are structured for analysis. It shows the knowledge construction in newspapers through the grammatical resources of 

the clause complex in 6 analytical steps. They will be as follows: 
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1) Presentation of the selected editorial text as orthographic units 

First, I will present one sentence and apply the steps to it. This sample editorial is taken from the NYT newspaper.  

“One would think that at a tête-à-tête with the Russian autocrat, the president of the United States would take on some of the major 

concerns of America and its closest allies.” 
C

la
u

se
 N

o
. 

 

 

 

 

 

NYT 1/3 

One would think that at a tête-à-tête with the Russian autocrat, the president of the 

United States would take on some of the major concerns of America and its closest 

allies. 

 

2) Pointing out the clause complexes as units of analysis.  

In this step, the clause complexes which are considered as units of analysis in this research are located in the editorial text. Also, the 

distinction is done to differentiate clause complexes which can form clauses from clause simplexes which cannot form any stretch 

of language more than one clause. The table below will show the clause complexes in contrast with simplexes as well as 

embeddings in the selected editorial from the New York Times. 

 

Table 3.3: Presenting the clause complexes as units of analysis vs simplexes. 

C
la

u
se

 N
o
.  

 

 

 

NYT 1/3 

One would think  

that at a tête-à-tête with the Russian autocrat, the president of the United States 

would take on some of the major concerns of America and its closest allies. 

 

3) Presenting the Tactic System of Clause Ranking Clauses 

The tactic system refers to the status of clauses that can stand alone or that are dependent on another clause. Editorials are analyzed 

into clause complexes highlighting relations of interdependencies. Then the tactic relations are studied to see whether clauses are 

equal (paratactic) or unequal (hypotactic). One clause carries one information unit. For the clauses which are connected 

paratactically, Arabic numerals 1,2,3,4…. . are used to indicate them while clauses that are linked hypotactically are distinguished 

by Greek letters α, β, γ, d, e, …. etc. 

 

4) Indicating the notation conventions of Taxis and Logic-semantic Relations 

In this fourth procedure, the notation conventions that are used in SFL theory are also called the principal markers which realize all 

types of logico-semantic relations in any text. The adopted notations that tag logico-semantic relations in SFL are mentioned in 

Halliday and Matthiessen (2014: 438). The notations are represented as symbols: the symbol (=) refers to elaboration relations, the 

symbol (+) refers to extension relations, the symbol (x) refers to enhancement relations, the symbol (‘’) refers to the projection of 

ideas (thinking and believing) and the symbol (“ ”) refers to the projection of locutions (saying and telling). The following table will 

show the principal markers of the logico-semantic relations in the selected editorial.  

The table below will highlight the tactic relations among clauses in the selected text. 

Table 1: Presenting of the tactic system in the NYT editorial 

C
la

u
se

 N
o
. 

Taxis Ranking Clauses 
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C
la

u
se

 N
o
. 

Taxis Ranking Clauses 

NYT 1/3 

    One would think  

 ‘

 

  that at a tête-à-tête with the Russian autocrat, the president of the United 

States would take on some of the major concerns of America and its 

closest allies. 

 

Table 2: Indicating the text as numbered sequences of taxis and logico-sematic relations. 

C
la

u
se

 N
o
. 

Taxis Ranking Clauses 

Elaboration/ 

Extension/ 

Enhancement/ 

Projection 

NYT 1/3 

    One would think   

 ‘   that at a tête-à-tête with the Russian autocrat, the 

president of the United States would take on some 

of the major concerns of America and its closest 

allies. 

hypotactic mental projection 

 

5) Counting the Tactic and Logico-semantic relations in the data. 

In this step, we need to look at the logico-semantic relations and Tactic relations across the whole data. This happens by selecting 

each coding category and its similar occurrences in the whole editorials under study. Then the same category will be compared to 

the total number of a specific logico-semantic relation. 

 

6) Determining the Favored Logical Structures 

The analysis of editorials using the clause complex relations reveals the way the logical meaning is structured across the texts. Such 

an analysis in the editorials indicates that both the paratactic and hypotactic relations converge together to support the logico-

semantic system in the newspapers displaying their news and propositions to their wide readership. 

 

V.   PROJECTION OF LOCUTIONS IN THE EDITORIALS 

In the projection of locutions, two clauses are linked together through which the projecting clause encodes the sayer and the verbal 

process while the projected one carries what is said by the sayer.  

The verbal projections far outnumbered the mental ones in the existing data as mentioned above verbal projections have 

overwhelmingly contributed to the information construction in news editorials. Their distributions in the data will be presented in 

the table below. 

Table 3: Distribution of Projection of Locution relations in editorials 

Categories of Verbal projection 

relations: 2 Types 
Editorial name 

Paratactic verbal projection (59) 

NYT (42) 

TOI (5) 

SGN (12) 

Hypotactic verbal projection (85) 

NYT (53) 

TOI (8) 

SGN (24) 
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Projection relations are an important part of news editorial texts in that they show the other participants in events by referring to 

them via direct and/or indirect speech. The editorial coherence and news constructions are achieved by displaying facts and 

propositions explicitly in the manner of reporting what politicians say or deliver in their speeches. This has been revealed in the 

projecting clause which encodes the sayer and verbal process and in the projected clause which indicates the content of the saying. 

The projected locutions focus on propositions.  

The verbs that have been used in projecting paratactic relations are say, tell, call, tweet, insist, wrote, admit, state, suggest, deliver, 

correct, and warn. 

Verbal projections in the editorials under consideration have both paratactic and hypotactic instances.  

The structural environments of the paratactic projection relations will be discussed below: 

 

1) In single relations in an unmarked theme: 

NYT 

3/8 

1 In September, he said   

“2 the ban “should be far larger, tougher and more specific — but stupidly, that would not 

be politically correct!” 

paratactic verbal 

projection 

 

 

2) In single relations in a marked theme: 

SGN 13/24 “1 “Israel is an open society which welcomes all — critics and supporters alike,”  paratactic verbal projection 

2 Netanyahu’s office said in a statement following Beinart’s detention.  

 

NYT 9/15 “1 “Now we have a warrior at the helm who is willing to stand up and fight,”  paratactic verbal projection 

2 one minister told him.  

 

3) In single relations in which the projected clause has been interrupted by the projecting clause: 

SGN 

1/4 

“1… This, paratactic verbal 

projection 

2 he said,  

…“1 would flush out untaxed wealth being hoarded by wealthy Indians, 

help digitize the economy and defeat terrorists and criminal gangs, 

starving them of much needed funds. 

continued  

 

4) Nested in a hypotactic verbal projection relation: 

SGN 

1/4 

   But Axios reported  

“ 1  that during the meeting in Quebec, Mr. Trump said, hypotactic verbal projection 

“2  “NATO is as bad as Nafta,” the North American Free Trade 

Agreement,  

paratactic verbal 

projection 

 which is one of Mr. Trump’s favorite boogeymen. Ela/hyp/NDRC/fin 

 

5) Nested as part of a paratactic clarification relation: 

NYT 

3/13 

   The conservative justices surely believed then   

‘   that, hypotactic mental 

projection 

=2 1 as Justice Sonia Sotomayor wrote in her dissent from the travel ban decision,  ela/para/cla 

“2 “Our Constitution demands, and our country deserves, a Judiciary willing to hold 

the coordinate branches to account when they defy our most sacred legal 

commitments.”  

paratactic verbal 

projection 
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6) Nested in the continuing clause of paratactic enhancing temporal later time relations: 

NYT 

3/34 

x   On Jan. 27, 2017, as Mr. Trump signed the first version of the travel 

ban,  

enh/hyp/temp/same 

time/extent/fin 

   he read out its official title, “Protecting the Nation From Foreign 

Terrorist Entry Into the United States,”  

 

x 1 then looked up and said,  enh/para/temp/later time 

“2 “We all know what that means.”  paratactic verbal projection 

 

7) Nested in the hypotactic non-defining relative clause: 

8) Nested in a paratactic positive additive extension relation: 

NYT 

12/23 

x    Having stood up at one point to a woman [[who called Mr. 

Obama an untrustworthy “Arab” — ]] 

enh/hyp/caus-

cond/cause/reason/n fin 

 1   Mr. McCain seized her microphone   

+2 1  and said:  ext/para/add/positive/ fin 

“2 1 “No, ma’am. He’s a decent family man, citizen” —  paratactic verbal 

projection 

x2 he then allowed his own campaign, and himself, to descend to 

the same debased level, portraying Mr. Obama as a shadowy, 

untrustworthy and even unpatriotic figure. 

Enh/para/temp/later time 

 

9) Nested in the hypotactic cause reason enhancing relation: 

NYT 

1/22 

x   Yet despite growing anxieties among European 

allies,  

enh/hyp/caus-cond/cond/concessive/n 

fin 

   Mr. Trump is relying on his advisers less than ever  

x x  because,  enh/hyp/caus-cond/cause/reason/fin 

 “ “He now thinks he’s mastered this,” paratactic verbal projection 

 one senior member of Congress said in an interview.  

 

10) In relation with an enhancement relation: 

NYT 

1/24 

x  Despite Mr. Trump’s talk of quick denuclearization  Enh/hyp/caus-cond/cond/concessive/n 

fin 

x  after his headline-grabbing meeting with the North Korean 

leader,  

Enh/hyp/temp/later time/n fin 

 1 Kim Jong-un, experts say  

“2 satellite imagery shows the North is actually improving its 

nuclear capability. 

paratactic verbal projection 

 

11) In relation with a hypotactic positive conditional clause: 

NYT 

9/6 

x  If the Democrats win the midterm elections,  enh/hyp/caus-

cond/cond/positive/fin 

 1 the president warned,   

“2 “they will overturn everything that we’ve done and they’ll do it quickly 

and violently, and violently.” 

paratactic verbal projection 

 

The examples above show paratactic verbal projections can adjust their positions with other relations of expansion types and other 

hypotactic verbal projections.  

As the examples show paratactic projections can be in any order either the projecting then projected clause as in: 

The president said “ I will leave office next year” 

1 “2 
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 or projected then projecting clause: 

“I will leave office next year”, the president said. 

“1 2 

In some cases, the projected clauses can be interrupted by the projecting clause such as 

“The safety of our country”, the president said, “is above all laws”. 

 1…     2     

The projecting clause “the president said” interrupts the quoted projected clause “the safety of our country is above all laws” and 

because the projected clause comes first it is labeled 1 and the projecting clause comes second it is labeled 2. 

Paratactic verbal projection relations provide the propositions as such without any modifications to make it for the readership of 

news editorials that quoted utterances belong to the locutors be it politicians, statesmen, or organizations. In this case, the editors 

distance themselves from any bias in their articles. 

Regarding the hypotactic verbal projections, the data shows that there are 87 instances occurred in the editorials under analysis. 

Most of the projection locutions in the data were exemplified by verb ‘say’ (27instances), verb ‘tell’ (9 occurrences), verb ‘insist’ (6 

instances), verb ‘report’ (4 instances), verb ‘suggest’ (2 instances), verb ‘announce’ (3 instances), verb ‘express’ (2 instances), verb 

‘claim’ (3 cases), verb ‘admit’ (2 examples), verb ‘argue’ (4 instances), verb ‘declare (2 instances), verb ‘assert’ (2 instances), and 

remaining verbs have one or two occurrences only.  

The selection of verbs and words by the news editors and politicians as well depends on the intended readers to affect their opinions 

towards certain situations. Hence, Van Dijk’s asserts that “Rather, the bulk of our everyday news is an instance of the speech act of 

assertion. For such speech acts to be appropriate the writer must express propositions that are not yet known to the listener/reader 

and which the writer wants the listener/reader to know.” This is seen in the news texts chosen in this study.  

Their structural contextual environments in the editorials will be presented in the examples below: 

 

a) In single relations in an unmarked order: 

NYT 

4/23 

 Benjamin Sachs, a labor expert at Harvard Law School, also 

suggests  

 

“ that states change how unions are compensated for collective 

bargaining expenses. 

hypotactic verbal 

projection 

 

SGN 

2/2 

 Israeli TV recently announced   

“ that a report due to be published at the beginning of September by the 

administration will cap the number of recognized Palestinian refugees at 

half a million — around a tenth of the present UN number. 

hypotactic 

verbal 

projection 

 

TOI 

9/3 

 In April, UIDAI told the Supreme Court   

“ that authentication failure rates were 6% for fingerprint scans and 

8.54% for iris scans. 

hypotactic verbal 

projection 

 

b) In sub-complex with hypotactic cause reason enhancement relation: 

NYT 

3/15 

  Instead, the justices in the majority upheld the travel ban   

“  because,  enh/hyp/caus-

cond/cause/reason/fin 

x they said,  

presidents have ample legal authority to make national security judgments 

in the area of immigration. 

hypotactic verbal projection 

 

c) In sub-complex with a hypotactic temporal enhancing relation: 

NYT 

5/35 

   The administration insists   

“   it won’t lift longstanding sanctions on North Korea  hypotactic verbal projection  

x 1 until denuclearization is done,  enh/hyp/temp/earlier 
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time/fin 

+2 but no country will give up such leverage without compensation along 

the way.  

Ext/para/add/adversative 

 

d) In sub-complex with addition relations: 

NYT 

15/13 

1  Mr. Trump startled the world on June 1 of last year by announcing his decision [[ 

to withdraw from that agreement,]] 

 

+2 

 

 but within days of his announcement an astonishing assemblage of more than 

1,200 governors, mayors and businesses promised in a letter titled “We Are Still 

In”  

ext/para/add/adversative 

“ that they would do everything they could to honor Mr. Obama’s promises. hypotactic verbal 

projection 

 

e) In sub-complex with conditional relations: 

SGN 19/26   Malaysia’s new government has said   

“  it might resume the search  hypotactic verbal projection 

x if more credible evidence emerges. enh/hyp/caus-cond/cond/positive/fin 

 

f) Intermixed with projection and elaboration relations: 

NYT 1/8    But Axios reported  

“ 1  that during the meeting in Quebec, Mr. Trump said, hypotactic verbal projection 

“2  “NATO is as bad as Nafta,” the North American Free Trade Agreement,  paratactic verbal projection 

 which is one of Mr. Trump’s favorite boogeymen. Ela/hyp/NDRC/fin 

 

 

g) Chained with extension and elaboration relations: 

NYT 

19/20 

1    None of that is likely to shame the generals [[who still hold most of 

the power in Myanmar]],  

 

+2    nor Ms. Aung San Suu Kyi,  ext/para/add/negative 

 1  who has consistently declined to acknowledge the injustice of the 

ethnic cleansing against the Rohingya,  

Ela/hyp/NDRC/fin 

+2  and insisted in an interview in June  ext/para/add/positive/ fin 

“ that the arrest and trial of the reporters was “in accordance with 

due process.” 

hypotactic verbal 

projection 

 

Hypotactic verbal projections show that they can go with other relations to support the reported speech. Remarkably, unlike 

paratactic verbal projections, hypotactic verbal ones have the unmarked order only, that is, the dominant clause first and then the 

dependent one. In the hypotactic verbal projections, the content can be manipulated depending on the tense selected by the reporter. 

Bloor and Bloor (2004:197) in their book ‘Functional Analysis of English’ state that: 

“Reported speech does not always represent what was actually said in this precise one-to-one manner. Unlike direct speech, 

reported speech does not purport to be a precise reproduction of the words used. It may be only an approximation to what was 

actually said…”. 

The verbal projections of both paratactic and hypotactic relations in the editorials shed light on the utterances of politicians and 

connect them to current situations taking into consideration the sociolinguistic contexts to produce more effective editorial texts. 

The projections indicate the circumstances under which the speech was uttered. 
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VI.   PROJECTION OF IDEAS IN THE EDITORIALS 

Projection of ideas occurs when one clause has the Senser or Sayer and the mental process projects another clause that contains a 

thought or an idea. The analysis of the data found that mental projections have 39 occurrences out of which 37 instances are 

hypotactic mental relations and 2 instances are paratactic ones. Their distributions in the data will be displayed in the table below. 

 

Table 4: Distribution of Projection of Ideas relations in editorials 

Categories of Mental projection relations:  

2 Types 

Editorial name 

Paratactic Mental Projection relations (2) NYT (1) 

TOI (1) 

Hypotactic Mental Projection relations (37) 

NYT (23) 

 

TOI (4)  

SGN (10) 

 

As the table above shows paratactic mental relations have only two instances and they will be presented below: 

NYT 

7/42 

‘1 “Canada has oil, electricity, water, all the things that the United States desperately 

needs,”  

paratactic mental 

projection 

2 notes Jerry Dias, national president of Unifor Canada, a leading trade union.  

 

TOI 6/8 1 As the Supreme Court, urgently hearing the activists’ plea, rightly opined yesterday,   

‘2 “dissent is the safety valve of democracy.” paratactic mental projection 

 

Hypotactic mental projections show more occurrences than paratactic mental relations. All the mental projections in the data have the 

functions of information exchange and hence focus on propositions only. They were realized by cognitive verbs.  

The verbs that occur frequently in the data to project the ideas are: ‘believe” (10 instances), ‘think’ (5 instances), ‘show’ (3 

instances), ‘know’ (3 instances), ‘signal’ (2 instances), ‘remember’ (2 instances), ‘recall’ (3 instances), ‘note’ (3 instances) and the 

remaining verbs mainly occur in single instances. Their contextual environments in the editorials will be shown below. 

 

1) In single relations: 

NYT 

1/3 

 One would think   

‘ that at a tête-à-tête with the Russian autocrat, the president of the United 

States would take on some of the major concerns of America and its 

closest allies. 

hypotactic mental 

projection 

 

SGN 

2/15 

 The administration is clearly hoping  

‘ that the economic pressure will get the Palestinian Authority back to the 

negotiating table [[which PA President Mahmoud Abbas left over Trump’s 

decision last year to recognize Jerusalem as the capital of Israel.]] 

hypotactic 

mental 

projection 

 

2) In sub-complex with addition extension relations: 

NYT 

1/18 

1  Mr. Trump “doesn’t believe that the U.S. should be part of any alliance at all”  

+2  and believes ext/para/add/positive/fin 

‘ that “permanent destabilization creates American advantage,” according to 

unnamed administration officials quoted by Jeffrey Goldberg in The Atlantic.  

hypotactic mental 

projection 
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SGN 11/11   Among other factors, US strategists fear   

‘ 1 that Ukraine will be in danger of being isolated  hypotactic mental projection 

+2 and forced back into the Russian sphere of influence. ext/para/add/positive 

 

3) In sub-complex with enhancement relations: 

SGN 

8/18 

  The head of the international-backed Presidency Council (PC) Faiez Serraj 

is apparently in favor of the new constitution  

 

x  because he believes enh/hyp/caus-

cond/cause/reason/fin 

‘ that [in the subsequent elections,] [with UN backing,]] he can win the 

presidency. 

hypotactic mental projection 

 

4) In relation with both extension and enhancement relations: 

NYT 

12/12 

x   At a time when the man who now occupies the White House enh/hyp/temp/same 

time/point/fin 

+2  and his cabinet factotums deny the plain reality of climate change,  ext/para/add/positive/ fin 

 1  it is worth recalling   

 ‘ that back in the early 2000s, Mr. McCain and Joseph Lieberman, then a 

Connecticut Democrat, drafted the first serious bipartisan bill to limit 

greenhouse gas emissions by putting a price on carbon. 

hypotactic mental 

projection 

 

5) In sub-complex with non-defining relative clause elaboration relations: 

NYT 7/30   That’s not good enough for Mr. Trump,   

=  who thinks Ela/hyp/NDRC/fin 

‘ Europeans should be forced to buy American-made cars. hypotactic mental projection 

 

6) In sub-complex with verbal projections and extension relations: 

NYT 8/3 1  They argue that   

“ guns will contribute to a climate of fear in schools  hypotactic verbal projection 

+2  and ext/para/add/positive/ fin 

 note that   

‘ study after study equates more guns with more injuries and deaths. hypotactic mental projection 

 

7) In intricate structures: 

NYT 

16/17 

   But he now claims   

“   that he had no reason to believe  hypotactic verbal projection 

“γ   that they had been stolen,  hypotactic mental projection 

x 1 even though one email he got had the subject line 

“spying”  

enh/hyp/caus-

cond/cond/concessive/fin 

+2 and began, “I have a friend who is a mole for us on the 

left.” 

ext/para/add/positive/ fin 

 

Looking at the examples above, mental projections can be in single clause complexes or in a sub-complex with expansion relations 

such as elaboration, extension, and enhancement subcategories. This shows that mental projections play a vital role in editorial text 

interpretation and can cater to socio-cultural values that are encoded in the mental projections. For example: 

That’s not good enough for Mr. Trump, who thinks Europeans should be forced to buy American-made cars. 

In the above mental projection clause, the socio-political tone is there which attracts the American people's interest, and the 

president tries to show how he cares for his country's car industry.  
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Hence, this cognitive projection clause interacts with other elaboration relations to show who believes what. Therefore, mental 

projections are very significant in their effect on the readers of editorials. 

 

VII.   SUMMARY OF PROJECTION RELATION 

The analysis findings of projection relations in the data show that projections have 183 occurrences in the editorials under 

consideration. Verbal projections make up 78.7% (144 out of 183) while mental relations, on the other hand, reach 21.3% (39 only 

37 out of 183).  

From the 144 verbal, paratactic verbal projections obtain 41% (59/144) whereas the hypotactic verbal relations attain 59% (85/144) 

instances in the whole data. Mental relations, on the other hand, have only 94.9 (37/39) hypotactic relations and paratactic mental 

relations got 5.1% (2/39).  

Tactically, both verbal and mental relations have 66.7% (122/183) hypotactic relations and 33.3% (61/183) paratactic relations 

which show that projection relations in general favor hypotaxis (dependent) clauses over parataxis (independent) clauses in their 

information exchange in the editorials.  

The following table summarizes projection relations and their frequent occurrences in the editorials. 

 

Table 5: Classification of projection relations and their percentage frequency distribution 

Projection relations (4) 
Editorials 

Total 
Percentage 

% NYT TOI SGN 

Paratactic verbal projections 42 5 12 59  

Hypotactic verbal projections 53 8 24 85  

Total verbal projections 95 13 36 144 (144/183) x100=78.7% 

Paratactic mental projections 1 1 0 2  

Hypotactic mental projections 23 4 10 37  

Total mental projections 24 5 10 39 (39/183) x100=21.3% 

Total Projections (verbal and mental) 119 18 46 183 100 

 

The verbs that have been used in projecting paratactic relations are say, tell, call, tweet, insist, wrote, admit, state, suggest, deliver, 

correct, and warn. 

Most of the hypotactic projection locutions in the data were exemplified by the verb ‘say’ (27instances), the verb ‘tell’ (9 

occurrences), the verb ‘insist’ (6 instances), the verb ‘report’ (4 instances), the verb ‘suggest’ (2 instances), the verb ‘announce’ (3 

instances), the verb ‘express’ (2 instances), the verb ‘claim’ (3 cases), the verb ‘admit’ (2 examples), the verb ‘argue’ (4 instances), 

the verb ‘declare (2 instances), the verb ‘assert’ (2 instances), and remaining verbs have one or two occurrences only.  

The verbs that occur frequently in the data to project the ideas are: ‘believe” (10 instances), ‘think’ (5 instances), ‘show’ (3 

instances), ‘know’ (3 instances), ‘signal’ (2 instances), ‘remember’ (2 instances), ‘recall’ (3 instances), ‘note’ (3 instances) and the 

remaining verbs mainly occur in single instances. 

To sum up, direct speech “paratactic projection” is more accurate than indirect speech “hypotactic projection”, that is, direct quoting 

usually is the same wording of the speakers rather than altering it as indirect speech does. The attribution of the content of speech 

and the source of quotation plus the person who said that is very important in newspaper editorial texts. The fidelity to the source 

sometimes is violated when it comes to hypotactic projection in cases where tenses and pronouns are changed. In general, 

projections of locutions and ideas in the editorials are essential to add credibility to the texts. Another motive for the use of 

hypotactic projections is to gain effectiveness in summarizing what the news source implied and hence to persuade the readers of 

the propositions that editorials need them to be convinced with.  
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