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Abstract: The NIT Hostel Management System is a software that helps in the easy and correct management of hostel activities.
In most hostels, the work is done manually, which consumes more time and sometimes results in errors and loss of data. This
software assists in overcoming such difficulties by employing a computerized approach. The software has three primary users:
Admin, Student, and Warden. The Admin handles student information, room allocation, and hostel information. Students can
register, display their hostel information, and lodge complaints. The Warden can check the status of the rooms and oversee the
activities of the hostel. All the information is stored in a single database, making the software fast, secure, and user-friendly.
Keywords: Student Hostel Management, Room Allocation System, Online Fee Management, Complaint Tracking System, User
Authentication System, Role-Based Access Control

L. INTRODUCTION
Hostel accommodation management is a critical administrative function in higher educational institutions. With increasing student
enrollment, managing hostel operations manually has become inefficient and error-prone. Traditional systems involve paper-based
registration, manual room allocation, offline complaint handling, and physical fee verification. These practices often lead to record
duplication, allocation conflicts, delayed approvals, and lack of transparency [1], [3].
Several studies have emphasized the need for web-based hostel management systems to automate accommodation processes and
centralize student data [4], [8]. Database-driven systems reduce redundancy and improve accessibility while ensuring data
consistency [2], [9]. Modern research also highlights the importance of scalable architectures and structured access control
mechanisms in hostel administration systems [5], [7], [14].
Although significant improvements have been made in digitizing hostel operations, many systems still lack integrated complaint
modules, secure authentication frameworks, and automated room allocation logic [10], [11]. Therefore, the proposed NIT Hostel
Management System aims to provide a secure, scalable, and fully automated web-based solution.

1. PROBLEM STATEMENT
Despite the existence of computerized systems, many institutions continue to experience operational challenges in hostel
management. Based on previous studies, the major issues include:
1) Double room allocation due to lack of centralized monitoring [3], [12]
2) Manual approval processes causing delays [4]
3) Data redundancy and inconsistency in record keeping [1], [2]
4) Weak authentication and insufficient access control [6], [7]
5) Absence of structured complaint tracking systems [8], [10]
6) Limited reporting and analytics capabilities [9], [13]
Research further indicates that partially automated systems still depend on manual intervention, reducing overall efficiency [15].
Additionally, some implementations focus only on room booking and fail to integrate administrative workflow automation [11],
[16]. These limitations justify the need for a comprehensive, role-based, and secure hostel management platform.

1. LITERATURE REVIEW
Numerous researchers have developed web-based hostel and hotel management systems to improve administrative efficiency.
Emmanuel [1] developed a PHP-MySQL based hostel system that automated student registration and room allocation. While
effective in reducing paperwork, the system lacked advanced authentication features. Baffoe [2] proposed a hostel management
solution integrating billing and reporting modules. However, scalability was limited. Odili and Obiunu [3] introduced a web-based
allocation system that prevented duplicate room assignments through database validation constraints.
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Ling and Mahdin [4] designed an online hostel management platform that streamlined the application process but retained manual
oversight at certain stages. Ping and Dongxiao [5] implemented a three-tier B/S architecture for reservation systems, demonstrating
improved modularity and scalability. Akazue [6] enhanced reservation models by introducing flexible booking mechanisms and
modular software structures. Alam et al. [7] developed a Django-based hotel management system with secure authentication and
payment processing, emphasizing security testing. Mugisha [8] designed a centralized hostel information system integrating
multiple hostel branches. Song and Abdullah [9] proposed an online accommodation management system with structured workflow
automation. Additional research on database-oriented hostel systems highlighted normalization techniques to reduce redundancy
and improve system efficiency [12], [17]. Comparative studies indicate that layered architectures improve maintainability and
performance [14], [18]. Recent project implementations emphasize the importance of role-based dashboards for administrators,
wardens, and students [13], [16].

V. METHODOLOGY
The development follows a structured Software Development Life Cycle (SDLC), similar to approaches used in [4], [7], [13].
1) Requirement Analysis
Identification of user roles and system functionality requirements.

2) System Design

e Data Flow Diagrams (DFD)

o Entity Relationship Diagrams (ERD)
e Database schema normalization [12]

3) Implementation

e Backend development using PHP
e Frontend interface design

e Database connectivity

4) Testing

e Functional testing

e  Security validation [7]

e Integration testing

This structured methodology ensures system reliability, maintainability, and scalability [5], [14].

V.  TECHNICAL OVERVIEW
The system adopts a three-tier architecture model, as recommended in layered web systems research [5], [14].
1) Presentation Layer
Web interface for students, wardens, and administrators.

2) Application Layer
Handles:
e Room allocation algorithm
e Fee tracking
e Complaint registration and resolution
e Role-based session control

3) Database Layer
MySQL database stores:
e  Student details
e  Hostel room information
e Payment records
e Complaint logs
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Security features include:
e Password hashing
¢ Role-based access control
e  Session management
o Database constraints to prevent duplicate allocation [3], [18]
This architecture improves scalability and performance while maintaining structured workflow management.

VI. TECHNOLOGIES USED

‘ Technology H Purpose ‘
| PHP ||Backend development|
| MySQL ||Database management
| HTML || Web page structure |
| CSS I Styling |
| JavaScript | Client-side validation |
| Apache (XAMPP) || Webserver |

ER Modeling Tools|  Database design |

These technologies are widely adopted in hostel and hotel management system implementations [1], [4], [8], [9]. [17].

VIL. DATA FLOW DIAGRAM

Hostel Management System
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Hostel Management System begins when a user opens a site in his system and comes to a login site page or page where he needs to
enter his credentials to enter to his site or system or application or so. He needs to enter his username and password to enter to his
application or system. Once he has logged in to his site or application or system or so, he comes to a place or site where he has to
check his type or category in order to enter to his site or system or application or so. He needs to click on his respective category to
enter to his application or system or so. Once he has opened his site or application or system or so, he needs to click different
options to perform different tasks or functions or so. Once he has done his different tasks or functions or so in his application or
system or so, he needs to logout from that application or system or so to end his session or so.
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VIIL. RESULT
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IX. COMPARISON & ANALYSIS
A comparative evaluation of previously developed hostel and hotel management systems reveals differences in architecture, security
implementation, automation level, and scalability.
Early systems such as [1] and [2] primarily focused on digitizing manual records and automating student registration and room
allocation. While these systems improved data handling, they lacked advanced authentication and structured dashboards.
The system proposed in [3] improved allocation consistency by preventing duplicate room assignments through database
constraints. However, its scope was limited to room allocation functionality.
Research in [4] introduced workflow automation for hostel applications, but manual intervention was still required at certain stages.
Similarly, the layered architecture proposed in [5] enhanced scalability and maintainability, yet it focused primarily on reservation
systems rather than complete hostel administration.
Security-oriented implementations such as [7] incorporated authentication and validation mechanisms. However, most hotel-based
systems [6], [7] did not fully address institutional hostel requirements like role-based dashboards and complaint management
modules.
Recent systems [9], [13], [16] emphasize role-based access and centralized database management, but limited integration of
analytics and reporting features is observed.

Comparative Summary Table

Proposed NIT Hostel Management

Feature
System

Existing Systems

Room Allocation

Manual or semi-digital allocation [1], [2];
duplicate prevention introduced in [3];
automated workflows in [4], [9]

Fully automated allocation with
validation constraints and database
control

Role-Based Access

Limited access control in early systems [1],
[2]; partial implementation in [4];
structured authentication in [7], [9]

Structured dashboards for Admin,
Warden, and Student with session-
based control

Complaint Management

Not integrated in early systems [1], [2];
limited handling in [4]; partially addressed
in [9]

Fully integrated complaint
registration and resolution tracking
module

Security

Basic authentication [1], [2]; moderate
validation [4]; advanced authentication and
testing in [7]

Enhanced security with role-based
authentication and secure session
management [18]

Architecture

Two-tier structures [1],
layered models in [5], [14]

[2];

improved

Three-tier modular architecture
with separation of presentation,
logic, and database layers
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X. DESIGN AND IMPLEMENTATION
The proposed system is designed using a modular and layered architecture inspired by the three-tier model discussed in [5] and [14].

A. System Design
The system consists of three primary modules:
1) Admin Module
0 Manage students
o Allocate rooms
0 Monitor payments
0 Generate reports
2) Warden Module
o View hostel occupancy
0 Manage complaints
0 Approve or reject requests
3) Student Module
o Apply for hostel
0 View room details
0 Submit complaints
0 Track payment status
The database is designed using normalization principles to reduce redundancy and ensure consistency [12], [17].

B. Implementation
The system is implemented using:
1) PHP for backend logic
2) MySQL for database management
3) HTML, CSS, JavaScript for frontend design
4) Apache server via XAMPP
Security mechanisms include:
Role-based authentication
Session management
Input validation
o Database constraints to prevent duplicate room allocation [3], [18]
Testing includes functional testing, integration testing, and basic security validation as recommended in [7].

Xl.  CHALLENGES & GAPS
Despite advancements in hostel management systems, several challenges remain:
1) Security Vulnerabilities Many systems lack encryption and secure session handling [6], [18].
2) Scalability Issues Systems designed for small institutions may not handle large-scale deployments [5].
3) Integration Limitations Few systems integrate payment gateways or real-time notification systems [7].
4) Limited Analytical Reporting Advanced analytics and occupancy forecasting are rarely implemented [9].
5) User Experience Constraints Some systems lack intuitive interface design and mobile responsiveness [16].
The proposed system attempts to minimize these gaps but recognizes that continuous improvement is necessary.

XII. FUTURE SCOPE
Future enhancements of the proposed system may include:
1) Integration with online payment gateways
2) Mobile application version
3) Biometric-based hostel access control
4) Real-time SMS/email notification system
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5) Al-based room allocation optimization

6) Cloud-based deployment for scalability

7) Advanced reporting and data analytics dashboard

Emerging research trends suggest that integrating artificial intelligence and cloud computing can further enhance system
performance and automation [7], [14].

XII1. CONCLUSION
The comparative study of existing hostel and accommodation management systems demonstrates that significant progress has been
made in automating administrative processes. However, many systems remain limited in terms of security implementation,
structured role management, and integrated complaint handling.
The proposed NIT Hostel Management System addresses these limitations by incorporating:
1) Secure role-based authentication
2) Automated room allocation
3) Complaint tracking module
4) Centralized database management
5) Layered three-tier architecture
By combining insights from previous research [1]-[18], the system offers a scalable and structured solution suitable for modern
educational institutions.
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