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Abstract: This paper presents an experimental study on the performance characteristics of a capacitor start induction motor. The 

objective of the study is to understand the starting torque, starting current, and speed control of the motor under different loads 

and input voltages. The experimental setup consists of a capacitor start induction motor, a tachometer, an ammeter, a voltmeter, 

a wattmeter, and a load. The motor is started by applying the input voltage to the stator winding, and the centrifugal switch 

disconnects the starting winding after the motor reaches a certain speed. The capacitor provides a phase shift in the current and 

voltage waveforms, which helps to start the motor. The motor performance is measured using the tachometer, ammeter, 

voltmeter, and wattmeter, and the data is analyzed to understand the efficiency and performance characteristics of the motor. 

The experimental results show that the motor can provide a high starting torque and efficient speed control with the use of a 

capacitor. The study provides practical insights into the performance characteristics and control of the capacitor start induction 

motor, and can be used to improve the energy efficiency of the motor in various applications.  

 

I.      INTRODUCTION 

The capacitor-start induction motor is a type of single-phase induction motor that is widely used in various industrial and household 

applications. It is designed to provide a high starting torque, which makes it ideal for applications that require a heavy load to be 

started. 

The motor consists of two windings, a main winding and a starting winding, which are wound in the stator of the motor. A capacitor 

is connected in series with the starting winding to help create a rotating magnetic field in the stator that induces an electromotive 

force in the rotor winding, causing it to rotate.Once the rotor gains sufficient speed, a centrifugal switch disconnects the starting 

winding from the supply, leaving only the main winding to power the motor. This design allows the capacitor-start induction motor 

to achieve a high starting torque while maintaining a relatively simple and cost-effective construction. 

 
                                                                      Fig. Circuit diagram of capacitor start induction motor 
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II.      WORKING PRINCIPLE 

The working principle of a capacitor start induction motor involves the use of a capacitor and a starting winding in addition to the 

main stator winding and rotor. When AC power is applied to the motor, the capacitor provides a phase shift to the current and 

voltage waveforms, which creates a rotating magnetic field in the stator winding. This rotating magnetic field interacts with the 

magnetic field produced by the rotor winding, causing the rotor to rotate.The starting winding is typically connected to a centrifugal 

switch that disconnects it from the circuit once the motor reaches a certain speed. This prevents the starting winding from 

overheating and burning out during operation.The capacitor start induction motor is widely used in various applications where high 

starting torque is required. However, it has certain limitations, such as lower energy efficiency compared to other types of motors. 

The performance of the motor can be improved by optimizing the design and control of the motor, which can be studied through 

experimental investigations. 

. 

III.      CHARACTERISTICS 

1) The output characteristics of a capacitor start induction motor can be described in terms of its torque-speed curve, power 

consumption, and efficiency. 

2) The torque-speed curve shows the relationship between the motor's torque and its running speed. A capacitor start induction 

motor typically has a high starting torque, which gradually decreases as the motor's speed increases. The curve may also show a 

"pull-out" torque, which is the maximum torque that the motor can provide before it starts to slip and lose synchronization with 

the AC power source. 

3) The power consumption of the motor can be measured in terms of its input power and output power. The input power is the 

amount of electrical power consumed by the motor, while the output power is the amount of mechanical power produced by the 

motor. The efficiency of the motor can be calculated as the ratio of output power to input power, and is a measure of how 

effectively the motor converts electrical energy into mechanical energy. 

4) The output characteristics of a capacitor start induction motor can be used to analyze its performance and optimize its design 

and control for different applications. 

 

IV.      APPLICATIONS 

1) Air Compressors: Capacitor start induction motors can provide high starting torque and are commonly used in air compressors. 

2) Fans: These motors are often used in fans, such as ceiling fans and exhaust fans. 

3) Pumps: Capacitor start induction motors are commonly used in pumps, such as water pumps and sump pumps. 

 

V.      CONCLUSION 

The capacitor start induction motor experiment shows that the motor provides high starting torque and can be used in various 

applications. Proper selection and design of the starting winding and capacitor can optimize its performance. The experiment is 

valuable for electrical engineering students and researchers and can lead to new insights and applications for this technology..  

 

VI.      FUTURE SCOPE 

Further research can explore the use of advanced control techniques to optimize the performance of capacitor start induction motors. 

Additionally, the integration of these motors with renewable energy sources can lead to more efficient and sustainable applications. 

Furthermore, the study can be extended to investigate the impact of motor design and control on energy efficiency and 

environmental impact    
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