
 

11 XI November 2023

https://doi.org/10.22214/ijraset.2023.57105



International Journal for Research in Applied Science & Engineering Technology (IJRASET) 
                                                                                           ISSN: 2321-9653; IC Value: 45.98; SJ Impact Factor: 7.538 

                                                                                                                Volume 11 Issue XI Nov 2023- Available at www.ijraset.com 
     

 2622 ©IJRASET: All Rights are Reserved | SJ Impact Factor 7.538 | ISRA Journal Impact Factor 7.894 | 
 

Starlink: A Revolution in Global Satellite Internet 
Communication  

 
Rohit Hooda1, Ketan Arora2, Monu Yadav3, Gunjan Verma4 

School of Computer Applications, Manav Rachna International Institute of Research and Studies 
 
Abstract: The evolution of global communication infrastructures is entering a new phase with the introduction and development 
of Starlink, a satellite constellation project by SpaceX. Due to the [COVID-19], people all over the world need high-speed 
Internet connections, and India is one of the world's best copied consumer markets. Starlink has advised its customers around 
the world, including India, to allow all schools and organizations to access high-speed internet over the 'distance' of satellites 
and in the nature layer. Daily tasks are done online, and they urgently need high-speed Internet connection. There are demands, 
there are solutions directly from Sky, but Reliance JIO, Vodafone-Idea, Airtel etc. There are other service providers such as. Use 
FTTH, mobile networks Road and satellite internet, people are already using the internet, but the speed of the internet could be 
the turning point. Another point to consider is the price of $99 and $499, which may create some problems in the market because 
the Indian market is price sensitive. Starlink's architecture consists of low Earth orbit (LEO) satellites, which aim to minimize 
latency and maximize throughput, representing a significant departure from traditional geostationary satellites. In this research 
article, the author tries to find out what people think about Starlink's other business activities such as announcing products that 
start providing internet from SKY and competing with manufacturers in the market. 
Keywords: High speed Internet from the sky, Starlink, Reliance Jio, Vodafone- Idea, BSNL, Indian Market, fast internet, low 
latency. 

I. INTRODUCTION 
In the digital age, where connectivity defines accessibility, opportunity, and progress, the quest for a universally available internet 
has become paramount. Traditional methods, such as fibre optics [1] and cellular networks, have transformed metropolitan 
landscapes, yet vast swaths of the world remain untouched by this digital renaissance. This could be as good business strategic 
planning as any all over the world people are facing problems in their business and chooses an online platform for business and 
meeting schools and colleges take all online courses these require high-speed internet [2,3] services to make it work smoothly. High 
speed is still a problem in many parts of India internet connection, in internet connection is download speed and upload speed 
upload speed is usually lower than the download speed when a user like the student uploads his work at a low speed and week 
internet connections usually lose data and face problems. Other industries and corporations face a similar situation some problems 
when people work from home, no everyone has corporate internet plans at home. Due to the pandemic situation, everyone is at 
home, and everyone needs it high speed internet connection for their education and work or fun. Satellite internet service [3] could 
be beneficial for users who require high speed internet and those who do not get it use internet services correctly. SpaceX [4], a 
company owned by tech billionaire Elon Musk [5], announced that it was developing such a service called Starlink, which could 
provide internet anywhere in the world Satellite. Elon Musk, Starlink aims to weave a web of satellites in low Earth orbit, promising 
not just internet access but a transformative leap into a new era of global connectivity. This ambitious endeavour holds the potential 
to bridge digital divides, redefine how we perceive satellite internet, and unlock possibilities that were once confined to the realm of 
science fiction. As we delve into the intricacies of Starlink, we uncover a technological marvel that seeks to reshape the way we 
connect, communicate, and propel humanity into a future where the stars above are not just distant luminaries but the conduits of 
our digital aspirations. India is one of the largest consumer markets in the world and could exist ample business opportunity for Elon 
Musk. The point to ponder here is that people suffer business losses and also the loss of jobs and the introduction price is in dollars 
Starlink has no offices or registered companies in India the user must pay in dollars only. The price [6] is $99 per month and $499 in 
installation kit fees including a small circular Starlink tracking antenna. Converted installation $499 the amount in rupees would be 
37,321.98 INR and ninety-nine dollars would be 7,405.90 INR total initial amount the cost to be paid by the user is INR 44727.88. 
That is quite high compared to other internet service providers. Starlink, the satellite Internet project, relies on various 
communication protocols and technologies to enable efficient data transfer between user terminals (like a satellite dish at a user's 
location) and low Earth orbit satellites. A key protocol used by Starlink is the Internet Protocol (IP) suite, which includes protocols 
like IP for routing, TCP for reliable data transmission, and UDP [7] for connectionless communication.  
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These protocols form the basis for data transmission within the Starlink network, ensuring smooth communication between user 
terminals and the satellite constellation. Alongside TCP/IP, Starlink uses the Dynamic Host Configuration Protocol (DHCP) for 
automatic configuration of network devices, facilitating effective management and allocation of IP addresses. Additionally, the 
project likely employs various network access technologies, such as the Satellite Data Network (SDN) [8,9], crucial for transmitting 
data to and from orbiting satellites. SDN enables connectivity between user terminals and the orbital constellation, facilitating 
internet traffic transmission via the satellite network. While specific details about proprietary protocols and technologies are 
undisclosed for competitive and security reasons, it is reasonable to assume that Starlink integrates a sophisticated combination of 
communication protocols tailored for space-based internet. The goal is to provide dependable, low-latency, and high-speed data 
transfer for users globally. 

 
II. LITERATURE REVIEW 

Starlink, a subsidiary of SpaceX, is an ambitious project to develop a low Earth orbit (LEO) satellite [13] constellation capable of 
providing high-speed internet access across the globe (e.g., Fig.1) [10]. The following review consolidates and presents the existing 
body of literature on Starlink, addressing its development, the perceived benefits, associated challenges, and wider implications. 

 
Fig.1 LEO Satellite 

 
Origins of Starlink In 2015, SpaceX unveiled its ambitious plan to deploy a constellation of satellites to deliver global broadband 
coverage. The primary objective was to bridge the digital divide by offering high-speed internet access to underserved areas around 
the world. The initial Launches and Testing in February 2018, SpaceX launched the first two prototype Starlink satellites, known as 
Tintin A and B [14], as part of the Paz mission. These prototypes effectively showcased initial capabilities, laying the foundation for 
further advancements. The deployment of Starlink v1.0 The inaugural operational batch of 60 Starlink satellites (e.g., Fig. 2) was 
launched in May 2019. This marked the commencement of the deployment phase for the constellation. These satellites were placed 
into low Earth orbit (LEO) to initiate the formation of the mesh network [15, 16] essential for global coverage. Expansion and 
Performance Enhancement as of November 2023, SpaceX has launched over 1,700 Starlink satellites into orbit. Continuous 
launches and deployments are projected to extend the constellation's size beyond 12,000 satellites. SpaceX has made consistent 
improvements to the network's performance, minimizing latency, and increasing data speeds. Beta testing began in late 2020, with 
user feedback playing a pivotal role in system refinement.  
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TABLE I 
 Different Versions of Starlink and their limitations [16] 

Starlink v0.9 Starlink v1.0 Starlink v1.5 Starlink v2.0 

This was the first 
generation of Starlink 
satellites, launched in 
May 2019. The initial 
version included sixty 

satellites equipped with 
Ku and Ka band 
communication 

antennas. 

This generation featured 
improvements over its 

predecessor and involved 
the launch of batches of 

satellites, ultimately 
leading to a network 

providing global 
coverage. The first batch 

of v1.0 satellites was 
launched in November 

2019. 

This further iteration of 
the satellite constellation 
introduces advancements 

in capabilities, such as 
inter-satellite links for 

better communication and 
networking in space. It 

represents a step towards 
the development of a 
more advanced and 

interconnected system. 

This generation is anticipated to bring 
even more advanced technology and 
design enhancements to the Starlink 

network, including better 
performance, higher capacity, and 

improved latency. 

Limited coverage and 
capacity due to the 
initial number of 

satellites and technology 
constraints. Relatively 
basic communication 

capabilities with Ku and 
Ka band antennas. Lack 

of advanced inter-
satellite networking, 

potentially impacting the 
efficiency of the overall 

constellation. 

Limited ability for direct 
satellite-to-satellite 

communication. 
Network latency and 
overall performance 

might not have been as 
optimal as desired. 

 

Potential challenges 
related to the integration 
and synchronization of 

inter-satellite 
communication 

capabilities. Need for 
extensive testing to ensure 

seamless operation. 

Potential technological challenges 
associated with new features and 

enhanced capabilities. 
Operational hurdles in ensuring the 

seamless integration of the latest 
advancements. 

 
Achieving Global Coverage SpaceX's aim is to attain global coverage with the Starlink constellation [17] through satellite 
deployments in multiple orbital shell. Each orbital shell facilitates coverage in specific geographic regions. By enhancing the 
satellite density in target areas, Starlink can deliver faster speeds and lower latency. 
Public Availability and Regulatory Approvals Starlink's public beta testing was launched in late 2020, initially limited to specific 
regions. As of the present, the service is accessible in numerous countries, with ongoing expansion into new regions. SpaceX has 
secured regulatory and governmental approvals from various nations, enabling broader deployment. 
Future Prospects and Technological Advancements SpaceX's future plans encompass the continuous launch of new satellites to 
broaden coverage and enhance performance. The company has expressed interest in exploring the utilization of laser links between 
satellites for increased efficiency [18]. Anticipate ongoing technological advancements and refinements to bolster Starlink's 
capabilities in the coming years. 
It is vital to acknowledge that the information presented here is derived from literature available up to November 2023. Given that 
Starlink is continually evolving, it is prudent to refer to current sources for the most recent developments and timelines. 
Starlink has undeniably achieved significant milestones, reshaping global satellite internet communication. With its ambitious  
objectives and ongoing innovations, it possesses the potential to bridge the digital divide and offer reliable internet connectivity to 
previously underserved regions worldwide. 
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Fig.2 Bunch of satellites 

 
III.  DEVELOPMENT AND PROGRESS 

Certainly! The development and progress of Starlink have been quite significant since its inception. Here is an overview of the key 
strides made in the development of Starlink: 
 
A. Development Phases [19] 
1) Phase 1: Initial Satellite Launches (2018-2019) 
 The first phase involved the launch of test satellites, starting with Tintin A and B in 2018, towards establishing the feasibility of a 
global broadband network using a constellation of LEO satellites. 
 
2) Phase 2: Deployment of Operational Constellation (2019-2020) 
SpaceX launched multiple batches of Starlink satellites, with the aim of establishing initial global coverage and providing beta 
testing in select regions. 
 
3) Phase 3: Expansion and Improvement (2021-2023) 
Over this period, SpaceX has continued to launch numerous Starlink satellites, working towards expanded coverage, service 
improvement, and addressing technical and regulatory challenges. 
  
B. Progress Achieved 
1) Global Coverage Expansion 
From a handful of test satellites, Starlink has expanded to include a network of hundreds of operational satellites, providing internet 
service to various regions across the globe. 
 
2) Improvements in Latency and Throughput 
SpaceX has made significant strides in reducing latency and improving data throughput, making the service more comparable to 
traditional ground-based internet options. 
 
3) Beta Testing and User Feedback 
The company has engaged in beta testing programs, gathering feedback from users to refine and enhance the service. 
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4) Advancements in Satellite Technology 
SpaceX has iterated on the design of its satellites, introducing advancements such as inter-satellite links [21, 22] to enhance the 
efficiency and performance of the overall constellation. 
 
5) Regulatory Progress 
SpaceX has been actively engaging with regulatory bodies to address concerns related to radio frequency interference, space debris 
mitigation [20], and other regulatory considerations. 
 
6) Commercial Deployment  
Starlink has started to offer commercial internet service, with plans to further expand its user base and coverage. 
 
C. Ongoing and Future Plans 
1) Continued Satellite Launches 
SpaceX plans to continue launching batches of Starlink satellites, further increasing coverage and network capacity. 
 
2) Technological Improvements and Innovations 
The company aims to continue improving the technology and performance of the satellites and ground infrastructure, with a focus 
on reducing costs and enhancing user experience. 
 
3) Regulatory Navigation and Collaboration 
SpaceX continues to collaborate with regulatory agencies to address concerns and ensure compliance with international             
space and communication regulations. 
Overall, the progress of Starlink has demonstrated a significant leap in the field of satellite internet, with SpaceX exhibiting a strong 
commitment to advancing the technology and expanding global access to high-speed, reliable internet service. 
As the network continues to evolve, it is likely to have a substantial impact on global connectivity, especially in underserved and 
remote areas. 

TABLE II 
Certainly! Here is a tabular representation of the phases of Starlink development and progress. 

Phase Timeline      Key Milestones 
Phase 1 2018-2019 Initial test satellite launches (Tintin A and B), 

feasibility assessment   
Phase 2 2019-2020     Deployment of operational constellation, global 

coverage initiation, beta testing   
Phase 3  2021-2023 Expanded satellite launches, improved latency 

and throughput, commercial deployment   
 

IV. ADVANTAGES AND DISADVANTAGES 
Starlink has generated a lot of interest due to its potential to provide high-speed internet access to underserved and remote areas 
using a constellation of low Earth orbit (LEO) satellites. The various advantages and disadvantages are discussed below: 
 
A. Limitations 
1) Cost: The development, launch, and operation of large satellite constellations is a capital-intensive endeavour. This could 

potentially make the service expensive for end users, especially initially. 
2) Orbital Debris and Space Sustainability: Many satellites being launched, there are concerns about space debris and the 

potential for collisions. This issue emphasizes the importance of responsible satellite deployment and space traffic management. 
3) Regulatory Challenges: Starlink and similar constellations face regulatory hurdles, including concerns about interference with 

astronomical observations and radio frequency spectrum allocation. 
4) Lag/latency: Satellite internet can suffer from higher latency compared to traditional ground-based internet connections due to 

the distance data has to travel between Earth and the satellites. 
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B. Advantages 
1) Global Coverage: Starlink has the potential to provide internet access to remote and rural areas, bridging the digital divide and 

enabling connectivity in regions where traditional internet infrastructure is challenging to deploy. 
2) High Speeds: The promise of high-speed internet, often with speeds comparable to or better than traditional terrestrial options. 
3) Resilience: Satellite internet can be less vulnerable to natural disasters or infrastructure damage, making it a more reliable 

option in certain situations. 
4) Competition and Innovation: The emergence of Starlink has the potential to spur competition and innovation in the internet 

service provider space, potentially driving down costs and improving service quality. 
5) Aerospace Advancements: The development and deployment of large LEO satellite constellations are driving advancements in 

aerospace technology, including miniaturization, low-cost access to space, and satellite communication link improvements. 
While there are multiple advantages, it is important to consider and address the limitations and challenges to ensure that the 
technology is deployed responsibly and sustainably. 
 

TABLE III 
Advantages and disadvantages 

Advantages Disadvantages 
Lower latency due to closer proximity of the satellites to the 
ground. 

More satellites are required, which increases the cost and 
complexity of the constellation. 

Higher data rates due to the use of higher frequency brand that 
are only usable over shorter distances. 

Satellites in lower orbits have shorter lifetimes and require 
more station- keeping fuel. 

 
V. CONCLUSIONS 

The Starlink satellite project has the potential to have a significant impact on the internet provider service in emerging economies, as 
it focuses on delivering high-speed, low-latency broadband internet in remote and rural locations globally. This can help to bridge 
the digital divide and improve internet access in areas where traditional terrestrial infrastructure is lacking or insufficient. However 
key issues concerning internet connectivity, particularly in regions like India, where access to high-speed, reliable internet is critical 
for education, business, and everyday life. The digital divide has indeed been exacerbated by the pandemic, further emphasizing the 
need for universal connectivity. This is where initiatives like Starlink come into play, aiming to address these challenges by 
providing global internet coverage through a constellation of low Earth orbit satellites. While the current pricing might seem high 
compared to local providers, it is important to consider the long-term impact and benefits of having reliable, high-speed internet 
access, particularly in underserved areas. 
As for the technological aspects, Starlink's network relies on a combination of well-established communication protocols and 
cutting-edge technologies to ensure seamless connectivity. This includes the use of the Internet Protocol (IP) suite, encompassing 
protocols like TCP and UDP for efficient data transmission and communication between user terminals and the satellite 
constellation. Additionally, the use of protocols such as DHCP for network device configuration and SDN for satellite data network 
connectivity underscores the sophistication and complexity of Starlink's infrastructure. Looking ahead the potential of Starlink to 
reshape global connectivity and the dynamics of internet access is substantial. As with any innovative technology, addressing cost, 
usability, and local market integration will be critical for its widespread adoption and impact. It would be intriguing to see how these 
technologies evolve and the broader implications for global connectivity as initiatives like Starlink continue to push the boundaries 
of what's possible in the digital age. 
 So, while there are challenges and questions that come with such ambitious projects, the potential benefits are undeniable. It's an 
exciting time as we witness the advancement of technologies that could reshape how we connect, communicate, and thrive in the 
digital era. 
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