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Abstract: This report provides a comprehensive examination of the Bhumihar community in India and Nepal, tracing their
historical trajectory from land-owning elites to a diversifying professional class. It analyzes their contested Brahminical identity,
demographic distribution, traditional landholding patterns, and the profound impact of post-independence land reforms. The
report further explores their significant political participation, evolving educational aspirations, and the contemporary
challenges they face, including economic inequality, land fragmentation, and identity shifts. Quantitative data from recent
surveys are integrated to offer empirical insights, alongside an overview of current academic referencing formats suitable for
research publications.
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L. INTRODUCTION

The Bhumihars represent a distinctive caste group predominantly situated across India and Nepal, historically recognized for their
unique dual status as landholders with Brahminical claims. This combination is particularly noteworthy within the traditional caste
system, where Brahmins are typically associated with priestly duties rather than extensive land ownership.
Their primary geographical concentrations include the Indian states of Bihar, Eastern Uttar Pradesh, and Jharkhand, as well as the
Terai region of southern Nepal. Throughout history, the Bhumihars have exerted considerable influence over the rural economy and
political landscapes of these areas, shaping agrarian relations and local governance. The evolution of the Bhumihar community,
from their historical role as pre-colonial landholders to their contemporary emergence as professionals across various sectors,
mirrors the broader socio-economic and political transformations that have swept through South Asia over centuries. This report
aims to provide a comprehensive analysis of the Bhumihar community, suitable for a research publication. It delves into their
historical identity, land ownership patterns, socio-political evolution, demographic distribution, economic roles, political
engagement, educational pursuits, and the multifaceted challenges they encounter in the modern era. Furthermore, the report
incorporates available quantitative data, suggesting potential visualizations, and outlines current academic referencing formats
pertinent to scholarly work.

1. HISTORICAL ROOTS AND SOCIAL IDENTITY
The historical narrative of the Bhumihars is deeply intertwined with their assertion of Brahminical origins, a claim that stands out
given their traditional role as landowners rather than practitioners of sacerdotal rites. Their foundational myths often link them to
Parashurama, a revered warrior-sage, embodying a synthesis of Brahminical ritual purity and Kshatriya martial prowess and land
stewardship. This dualistic identity, however, has been a subject of historical contention, with other Brahmin groups occasionally
viewing them as an offshoot of the warrior or even laborer castes, rather than as equals in ritual status.
Under the suzerainty of the Mughal Empire and subsequently the British Raj, many Bhumihars ascended to the influential position
of zamindars, managing vast agricultural estates and serving as intermediaries for revenue collection. By the 16th century, their
control extended over significant tracts of land in eastern India, particularly in North Bihar, solidifying their status as prominent
landholders alongside Bihari Rajputs by the late 18th century. Their acquisition of property was often facilitated by military service
during the Mughal period, and their engagement with British rule was complex, oscillating between military service and active
resistance. The decline of Mughal authority further enabled the emergence of several smaller Bhumihar-controlled states. Notably,
unlike their counterparts in Bengal, Bhumihar zamindars in Bihar maintained a higher degree of autonomy, characterized by a
fluctuating allegiance to the ruling powers.
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Despite their claims to Brahmin status, Bhumihars historically performed limited priestly functions. For over a century and a half,
the community has actively pursued formal recognition of their Brahmin status within Indian society, a goal that has largely been
achieved, despite their engagement in only a subset of the traditional six priestly duties. This pursuit of social validation was
significantly propelled by Sanskritization efforts, which involved the establishment of community-based organizations such as the
Pradhan Bhumihar Brahman Sabha (founded in 1889) and the Bhumihar Brahmin Mahasabha (established in 1896). These
associations aimed to foster social, moral, and educational reforms within the community and to articulate their needs to the
government. Sustained advocacy from the Mahasabha, which actively promoted a glorified version of the community's history,
eventually led to their official classification as Brahmins in subsequent Raj censuses. A key figure in this movement was Sahajanand
Saraswati, a prominent Bhumihar leader who ardently defended their Brahmin status. He articulated a distinction between "begging"
(yachak) and "non-begging" (ayachak) Brahmins, positioning Bhumihars within the latter category, thereby legitimizing their land-
owning and non-priestly roles within a Brahminical framework. While the term "Bhumihar Brahmin" gained traction in Uttar
Pradesh, "Babhan" remained a prevalent designation in Bihar.

The Bhumihars' contested identity, particularly their unique position as land-owning Brahmins, served as a powerful impetus for
their social advancement and collective organization. The active pursuit of Sanskritization, marked by the formation of caste
associations and intellectual defenses, was not merely a quest for ritual purity but a strategic endeavor to legitimize their social
standing and consolidate their power. This organized assertion provided a robust platform for political mobilization and internal
social reforms, illustrating how identity struggles can be a potent force for collective action and the affirmation of a claimed, rather
than newly acquired, social position.

Sahajanand Saraswati's reinterpretation of Brahminical roles, by classifying Bhumihars as "non-begging Brahmins,” highlights a
significant adaptation of traditional caste norms to their economic reality. By emphasizing their land-owning and warrior heritage,
distinct from the traditional priestly functions often associated with receiving alms, Bhumihars forged a more assertive identity. This
redefinition allowed them to maintain a high social status without engaging in what might have been perceived as "lowly™" priestly
duties for other castes. This suggests that their substantial economic base, derived from landownership, provided the fundamental
support for this re-imagined Brahminical identity, rather than the ritual status dictating their economic activities. This understanding
underscores the practical, material underpinnings of caste status, even within a system theoretically governed by ritual hierarchy.
The consistent historical record of Bhumihars' extensive control over agricultural lands and their role as zamindars provided a
resilient foundation for their enduring influence. This deep-rooted economic control, which persisted even through the Permanent
Settlement, endowed them with considerable economic and, by extension, military power. This economic leverage directly
translated into social and political dominance, enabling them to exert significant authority over lower castes and maintain a
prominent role in Bihar's politics for many decades. The lasting impact of this historical land control, even in the wake of land
reforms, demonstrates how economic power can be remarkably persistent, continuing to shape social hierarchies and political
landscapes, even as the forms of its expression evolve.

1. DEMOGRAPHICS AND GEOGRAPHICAL DISTRIBUTION
The Bhumihar community exhibits a significant presence across various regions of India and Nepal, with varying population
estimates and classifications.

A. Population Estimates in India

In India, the total Bhumihar population is estimated to range between 10 and 12 million individuals. Their concentration is most

pronounced in the states of Bihar, Eastern Uttar Pradesh, and Jharkhand.

e Bihar: Earlier estimations suggested that Bhumihars constituted approximately 5% of Bihar's population. However, more recent
and specific data from the 2022 Bihar caste-based survey indicates a population of 3,750,886, accounting for 2.8693% or 2.87%
of the state's total population. This updated figure suggests a numerically smaller proportion than previously estimated.

e Uttar Pradesh: In Uttar Pradesh, their population is estimated at 543,000. They maintain a notable presence in the Purvanchal
region and are considered a crucial voting bloc in constituencies such as Ballia and Ghazipur.

Jharkhand: The estimated Bhumihar population in Jharkhand stands at 245,000.
Other States: Smaller populations are also recorded in West Bengal (33,000), Odisha (4,000), Assam (700), Maharashtra (500),
Rajasthan (400), Arunachal Pradesh (100), and the Andaman and Nicobar Islands (40).
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The divergence in Bhumihar population estimates for Bihar, particularly between the earlier 5% figure and the more recent 2.87%
from the 2022 caste survey, is a critical observation. If the lower, more recent figure is accurate, it suggests that the Bhumihar
community, while still influential, possesses a smaller numerical base than previously understood. This numerical shift could have
significant implications for their political strategies, especially in a democratic system where numerical strength often dictates
political leverage. It also underscores the importance of precise demographic data for effective political planning and resource
allocation.

Potential Table 1: Bhumihar Population Distribution in India (Select States)

State Estimated Percentage of State Population (iflfSource(s) [Year(s)
Population available)
(Number)
Bihar 3,750,886 2.87% 2022
Uttar Pradesh 543,000 Not specified N/A
Jharkhand 245,000 Not specified N/A
\West Bengal 33,000 Not specified N/A
Odisha 4,000 Not specified N/A

This table provides a direct visual comparison of the Bhumihar presence across key Indian states, highlighting their primary
concentration in Bihar and Uttar Pradesh and thus reinforcing their regional significance. The inclusion of the 2022 Bihar caste
survey data also serves to highlight the data discrepancy, prompting further consideration of data reliability and its implications for
understanding the community's contemporary standing.

B. Population Estimates and Classification in Nepal

In Nepal, the Bhumihar community is often broadly categorized under 'Brahmin-Tarai'. They are primarily found in the southern
districts, notably Sarlahi and Rautahat. Earlier estimates placed their population around 19,000. However, the 2021 Nepal Census
(NPHC 2021) provides a more specific count, listing "Bhumihar” as a distinct group with a total population of 32,199, constituting
0.11% of Nepal's total population. The broader "Brahmin - Tarai" category, under which Bhumihars are also classified, accounts for
217,774 individuals, representing 0.75% of the total population. This indicates that Bhumihars are a specific sub-group within the
larger Tarai Brahmin classification. The classification of Bhumihars within the broader "Brahmin-Tarai" category in Nepal's official
statistics, even as a specific "Bhumihar” count is now available, has implications for understanding their identity and challenges.
This broader categorization could potentially obscure specific socio-economic issues or political aspirations unique to the Bhumihar
sub-group, making it more challenging to track their precise progress or address their particular concerns. This situation also
illustrates the dynamic and complex nature of caste identity, especially when observed across national boundaries, and how official
classifications can influence both self-perception and political representation.

Potential Table 2: Bhumihar Population in Nepal

Category Population Percentage of Source(s) Y ear
(Number) Nepal's Total
Population
Bhumihar 32,199 0.11% 2021
Brahmin - Tarai 217,774 0.75% 2021

This table explicitly clarifies how Bhumihars are classified in Nepal, highlighting their specific count alongside the broader
"Brahmin-Tarai" category. This is essential for understanding their identity within the Nepali caste system. The presentation of the
most recent 2021 census data also serves to update and refine previous estimates, providing a more accurate scale of their presence
in Nepal.
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V. LANDHOLDING AND ECONOMIC TRANSFORMATION
The Bhumihars' historical trajectory is fundamentally defined by their traditional dominance in land ownership and rent collection.
They were deeply entrenched in the rural economy, exercising significant control over agricultural lands and acting as primary
collectors of rents. As a key component of Bihar's landed aristocracy, their influence persisted until India gained independence in
1947. Historical accounts and oral traditions suggest that Bhumihars acquired much of their land by displacing indigenous
communities such as the Bhar and Chero. By the early 20th century, their control extended to several small princely states and
zamindari estates. While some anecdotal accounts suggest Bhumihars owned as much as 40% of Bihar's total land , this figure
should be interpreted with caution and contextualized against broader landholding patterns.
The post-independence era brought significant land reforms in the 1950s, primarily aimed at dismantling the zamindari system and
redistributing land to cultivators. Despite these reforms, many Bhumihars managed to retain a substantial degree of economic
control. It is noteworthy that the Permanent Settlement of 1793, enacted by the British, had not fundamentally altered landholding
patterns in Bihar, thereby preserving the status of Bhumihars and Rajputs as major zamindars. In the wake of independence, many
large landlords, including Bhumihars, employed various strategies, such as transferring land titles to family members or utilizing
proxy ownership (benami transactions), to circumvent reform laws and maintain de facto control over their estates. Although the
Bihar Abolition of Zamindaris Act was passed in 1949, with Bhumihar zamindars reportedly attempting to influence its terms, its
implementation had a profound impact, leading to a reduction in land and influence for many upper-caste zamindars. However, in a
later phase, particularly with the advent of the Green Revolution, Bhumihars, alongside castes like Yadav, Kurmi, and Koeri,
emerged as key drivers of the evolving capitalist agricultural system in central Bihar, benefiting from these changes.
In response to changing economic landscapes and the effects of land reforms, the Bhumihar community has progressively shifted its
focus from traditional land-based livelihoods towards education and modern professions. This transition has seen many Bhumihars
enter diverse professional fields, becoming civil servants, doctors, engineers, and entrepreneurs. The pursuit of higher education,
including graduate degrees, has enabled many to secure positions as attorneys, university professors, military officers, government
leaders, engineers, and computer scientists. This strategic pivot has been instrumental in reshaping their identity, moving beyond
their historical association as rural landowners and integrating them into mainstream professional sectors. Data indicates a
substantial increase in their representation in non-agricultural occupations, rising from approximately 14% in 1983 to 42% in 2009.
Furthermore, there has been a notable surge in migration from villages to urban centers in recent decades, driven by the search for
paid employment or business opportunities, with family outmigration being a more prevalent trend among Bhumihars compared to
solely male migration.
Despite their historical status as "landed gentry” and a prominent land-owning caste, recent socio-economic data from the 2022-23
Bihar caste survey reveals a surprising prevalence of poverty within the Bhumihar community. The survey indicates that 27.6% or
27.58% of
Bhumihar families in Bihar fall into the "poor" category, defined by a monthly income of less than 6,000. This places them as the
poorest among the Hindu general category castes in Bihar, with higher poverty rates than Sheikhs (25.8% / 25.84%), Brahmins
(25.3% / 25.32%), and Rajputs (24.9% / 24.89%), and significantly higher than Kayasthas (13.8% / 13.83%). The overall poverty
level for the general category in Bihar stands at 25.09%. For context, Scheduled Castes
(SCs) and Scheduled Tribes (STs) exhibit the highest overall poverty rates at 42.93% and 42.7%, respectively. This data challenges
the generalized perception of all Bhumihars as affluent landlords, as many in urban areas are now engaged in diverse occupations.
The apparent contradiction between the Bhumihars' historical identity as "landed gentry” and the recent survey findings of high
poverty rates suggests a significant divergence between historical perception and contemporary reality. This phenomenon can be
attributed to several interconnected factors, primarily the pervasive impact of land fragmentation and the diminishing viability of
agriculture as a sole economic foundation. While a segment of the community may have retained large landholdings, a substantial
portion historically comprised tenants or experienced the subdivision of land among heirs, leading to reduced individual land sizes.
This indicates that the economic benefits historically associated with land ownership are no longer uniformly distributed across the
community, contributing to a discernible increase in internal economic disparities.
The community's increasing focus on education and modern professions, while presented as an aspiration, also functions as a critical
survival strategy. The high poverty rates observed suggest that as traditional landholdings became less economically viable due to
fragmentation and agricultural price fluctuations, Bhumihars were compelled to seek alternative livelihoods. The surge in migration
to urban centers for employment and business, along with the notable increase in non-agricultural occupations, represents a direct
adaptive response to these shifting economic realities. This implies that while education offers a pathway to upward mobility, it has
also become an essential mechanism for mitigating the economic decline of their traditional agrarian base.
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Furthermore, the mention of Bhumihars benefiting from the Green Revolution and becoming "prime movers" in the capitalist
agriculture system, while simultaneously experiencing high poverty, points to an uneven distribution of these benefits within the
community. This suggests that the advantages of agricultural modernization were likely concentrated among larger landholders or
those who successfully transitioned to commercial farming. In contrast, smaller landholders or those who lost land due to
fragmentation may have been left behind, thereby exacerbating internal class divisions within a group often perceived as socio-
economically homogenous.

Potential Table 3: Socio-Economic Status of General Category Castes in Bihar (2022-23)

Caste/Commun  |Poverty Rate Total Families in[Poor Families in[Source(s) Y ear
ity (%) (Monthly Bihar Bihar

Income <

k6,000)
Bhumihar 27.58% 838,447 231,211 2022-23
Sheikh 25.84% 1,038,888 268,398 2022-23
Brahmin 25.32% 1,076,563 272,576 2022-23
Rajput 24.89% 053,447 237,412 2022-23
Pathan-Khan 22.20% Not specified Not specified 2022-23
Syed 17.61% Not specified Not specified 2022-23
Kayastha 13.83% 170,985 23,639 2022-23
General 25.09% Not specified Not specified 2022-23
Category
(Overall)

This table is highly valuable as it directly presents the surprising poverty statistics for Bhumihars within the context of other general
category castes in Bihar. It visually underscores the paradox of their historical status versus current economic vulnerability,
providing concrete data for the discussion on internal economic inequality and the changing nature of their economic base.

V. POLITICAL PARTICIPATION AND INFLUENCE
The Bhumihars have historically wielded significant political power, particularly in Bihar, a legacy rooted in their land-owning
status and social dominance. In the pre- and early post-independence periods, they were highly influential in Bihar's politics.
Notable political figures from the community include Jagannath Mishra and Anant Singh. Their political engagement extended
beyond electoral politics to pioneering roles in peasant, leftist, and independence movements as early as the 1910s. For instance,
Bhumihars participated in revolts against indigo cultivation in Pipra and Turkaulia in 1914 and 1916. When Mahatma
Gandhi launched the Satyagraha in Motihari in 1917, several Bhumihar intellectuals, including Shri Krishna Singh (or Sinha), Ram
Dayalu Singh, Ramnandan Mishra, Shilbhadra Yaji, Karyanand Sharma, and Sahajanand Saraswati, actively joined the protest.
While a segment of Bhumihars were large landowners, a significant majority belonged to the tenantry. This internal class division
led to the emergence of two factions within the Bhumihar Mahasabha around 1914: a landowner-dominated group led by Ganesh
Dutt and a tenant-dominated faction led by Sahajanand Saraswati, who himself hailed from a zamindar family that had been reduced
to tenant status. Sahajanand's focus on the exploitation of tenants attracted a large following, and his support for the non-cooperation
movement further alienated loyalist landlords. This growing divergence culminated in a split in the Mahasabha between 1925-26.
Sahajanand subsequently established an ashram at Bihta, which became a hub for peasants from various castes. As wealthy
Bhumihar landlords withdrew their support, Sahajanand famously renounced caste politics, declaring caste associations as tools for
maintaining supremacy, and went on to establish a caste-agnostic peasants’ movement, the All India Kisan Sabha. For years, the
Kisan Sabha and the Communist Party of India (CPI) in Bihar were identified as Bhumihar-dominated organizations. After
Sahajanand's departure from caste politics, Ganesh Dutt assumed leadership of the Bhumihar Mahasabha.
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In the contemporary political landscape of India, particularly Bihar, the Bhumihars have experienced shifts in their political
alignment. Historically, they strongly supported the Congress party for decades. However, the 1990s marked a significant turning
point. This period saw the rise of OBC (Other Backward Classes) consolidation, with dominant OBC castes like Koeri, Kurmi, and
Yadav gaining political power and displacing upper castes, including Bhumihars, Rajputs, Brahmins, and Kayasthas, from their
traditional political dominance. The emergence of political blocs led by Lalu Prasad Yadav and Nitish Kumar further solidified
OBC political ascendancy. The turbulent 1990s also witnessed alleged targeting of Bhumihars by the Lalu-Rabri regime and a spurt
of Maoist-perpetrated massacres against landlords, which were widely suspected to be linked to Bhumihar opposition to reservation
policies. This led to the formation of private Bhumihar militias like the Ranvir Sena and a shift in Bhumihar loyalty from the
Congress to the Bharatiya Janata Party (BJP), which had a prominent Bhumihar leader in Kailashpati Mishra.

However, recent trends suggest a renewed sense of political marginalization among Bhumihars. Despite their historical support for
the BJP since 1995, the community feels increasingly sidelined by the party leadership, particularly regarding representation in state
elections (2020) and legislative council polls. This perceived neglect has led to a notable shift in allegiance, with some members of
the community aligning with the Rashtriya Janata Dal (RJD), a party historically antagonistic to them. RJD leader Tejashwi Yadav
has actively sought to reconcile with the Bhumihar community, acknowledging past grievances and offering tickets to Bhumihar
leaders in recent elections. This potential realignment highlights a generational shift, where newer generations of Bhumihars are less
bound by historical animosities and are seeking political representation based on current political dynamics. The Bhumihars are
recognized as one of the influential caste groups in Bihar and Uttar Pradesh politics.

In Nepal, Bhumihars are considered part of the Tagadhari, or upper-caste Hindus, primarily residing in the Terai region.
Historically, they have been less politically assertive compared to their Indian counterparts. However, figures like Dr. Amresh
Kumar Singh, a Member of

Parliament from Nepal's Sarlahi district, represent their emerging influence. His 2023 protest in Parliament, highlighting issues of
corruption and governance, significantly increased the community's visibility in Nepal's political discourse. The Bhumihar
Brahmans in Nepal are recognized as an influential and generally well-to-do community, often assuming leadership roles across
political, intellectual, spiritual, and social spheres. While Nepal's constitution aims for inclusive representation, critical assessments
suggest that the constitution-writing process has been dominated by elites, and substantive representation for marginalized groups,
including some Madhesi communities to which Bhumihars belong, remains a challenge.

The Bhumihars' political trajectory, marked by their shift from staunch support for the Congress to the BJP, and now a potential
alignment with the RJD, reflects a dynamic response to perceived political marginalization and the evolving landscape of caste
politics. This movement away from a long-standing political home, driven by feelings of being sidelined and underrepresented,
underscores that political loyalties are not static. Instead, they are fluid and responsive to the perceived benefits and recognition
offered by different political actors. This demonstrates a pragmatic approach to political engagement, where the community seeks to
maximize its influence and secure its interests in a competitive political environment. The Bhumihars' historical ability to wield
significant political influence, despite their modest numerical strength, is a testament to the enduring power derived from their
traditional land ownership and strategic political engagement. Their economic dominance provided a foundation for social leverage,
which was then skillfully translated into political capital. This pattern illustrates that in complex social systems, numerical majority
is not the sole determinant of political power; historical economic control and strategic alliances can enable a group to exert
influence disproportionate to its population size. This also explains their historical role in shaping political movements and their
continued relevance despite demographic shifts.

The evolution of caste-based violence involving Bhumihars, from overt physical acts of assertion in the past to more subtle and
symbolic forms in the contemporary era, is a critical adaptation. This transformation is directly linked to the rise of backward-caste
mobilization and the increasing identification of Bhumihars with Hindutva right-wing politics. As other caste groups gained political
power and challenged traditional hierarchies, the direct use of physical violence became less tenable or strategically effective.
Consequently, the assertion of caste identity shifted towards more symbolic expressions, often integrated within broader political
ideologies, demonstrating a strategic recalibration of power dynamics in response to changing socio-political conditions.

VI. EDUCATION AND MODERN ASPIRATIONS
A significant transformation within the Bhumihar community has been the gradual but decisive shift in focus from traditional land
ownership to the pursuit of education and modern professional careers. This strategic reorientation is driven by a recognition of
education as a primary pathway to socio-economic advancement and integration into mainstream professional sectors. Many
Bhumihars are now engaged in diverse professions, including civil services, medicine, engineering, and entrepreneurship.
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The community places a high value on graduate degrees, which enable members to secure positions as attorneys, university
professors, military officers, government leaders, engineers, and computer scientists.

Despite this emphasis on education and professional diversification, a 2012 study revealed surprising literacy rates among upper
castes in Bihar. The study found that illiteracy among Brahmins was the highest (21.8%) among target Hindu upper castes, followed
by Rajputs (20.4%), and Bhumihars (18.8%). Kayasthas had the lowest illiteracy rate at 14.6%. This survey indicated that nearly
one-fifth of the upper-caste population in Bihar, across both rural and urban areas, was illiterate. More broadly, Bihar's total literacy
rate was reported as 70.70% (79.70% for males and 60.5% for females) according to the 2011 census. The 2022 Bihar caste survey
further highlighted that 6.47% of the state's population holds graduate degrees, with 14.54% from General Categories achieving this
level.

The increasing emphasis on education serves as a powerful catalyst for the Bhumihar community's identity evolution. By pursuing
modern professions and integrating into urban, professional sectors, they are actively moving beyond their historical identity as
solely rural landowners. This transition facilitates a broader social acceptance and establishes them as contributors in diverse fields,
thereby redefining their collective identity in a contemporary context.

However, the surprising illiteracy rates observed among upper castes, including Bhumihars, in Bihar, despite their historical
privileges and current aspirations, points to underlying complexities. This suggests that the benefits of education may not be
uniformly distributed within these communities, or that historical factors, such as the decline of traditional agrarian economies,
might have created internal disparities in access to quality education. This observation indicates that while a segment of the
Bhumihar community is actively pursuing higher education and professional careers, there remains a significant portion that faces
educational disadvantages, contributing to the internal economic inequality discussed previously.

VIl. CONTEMPORARY CHALLENGES
The Bhumihar community, despite its historical advantages and adaptive strategies, faces several significant contemporary
challenges that impact its socio-economic standing and internal cohesion.
One primary challenge is the fragmentation of landholdings and its economic consequences. While Bhumihars historically
controlled vast agricultural estates, post-independence land reforms and traditional inheritance practices have led to the division of
land among heirs, resulting in increasingly smaller and less economically viable parcels. This fragmentation undermines their
traditional economic base and contributes to rising unemployment within the community. Recent data on unemployment rates in
India indicate a concerning trend for upper castes. The unemployment rate (UER) among upper-caste Hindus, which was 8.62% in
2016-17, rose to 9.83% in 2023-24, nearly reaching double digits. This contrasts with a slight fall in UER for OBCs (from 7.7% to
7.4%) over the same period. Overall, the employment rate among Hindus, who constitute 86% of the working-age population, fell
by almost 6 percentage points to 37.26% in 2023-24. While the overall national unemployment rate was 3.2% in 2023-24, the
'Others' category (which includes upper castes like Bhumihars) experienced an increase in unemployment from 3.4% in 2022-23 to
3.8% in 2023-24. This suggests that the economic diversification into services and professions, while crucial, has not fully absorbed
the workforce, leading to joblessness even among historically privileged groups.
The issue of caste-based discrimination and an evolving identity crisis also affects the Bhumihar community. While they benefit
from upper-caste privilege, economic inequality within the group is rising. The Bihar caste survey revealed that 27.58% of
Bhumihar families are poor, making them the poorest among Hindu general category castes. This internal economic stratification
challenges the notion of a uniformly privileged upper caste. Furthermore, some members of the community express a sense of
"identity crisis,” noting a disconnect between their proud historical past and a perceived grim future, exacerbated by low population
numbers and internal disputes. There is a concern that the community's identity is being diluted, with some members embracing a
"proud of being only Bhumihar” stance while others identify solely as Brahmins or even Kshatriyas, leading to internal
fragmentation and a lack of cohesive community organization. Historically, Bhumihars have used violence as a tool for caste
assertion and dominance over other castes, leading to cycles of violence in Bihar. However, significant socio-political changes,
including the political mobilization of Other Backward Classes (OBCs) and the Bhumihars' increasing alignment with Hindutva
right-wing politics, have led to a shift from overt physical violence towards more subtle and symbolic forms of caste assertion.
Finally, political marginalization is a growing concern. Despite their historical political sway, particularly in Bihar, recent trends
suggest a feeling of being sidelined by major political parties. This is evidenced by their perceived underrepresentation in electoral
politics and a growing discontent with the BJP, their long-standing political ally. This has led to calls for the community to build
stronger, cohesive organizations that can advocate for their interests, establish educational institutions, and promote their culture,
rather than relying solely on established political parties.

©IJRASET: All Rights are Reserved | SJ Impact Factor 7.538 | ISRA Journal Impact Factor 7.894 |




International Journal for Research in Applied Science & Engineering Technology (IJRASET)
ISSN: 2321-9653; IC Value: 45.98; SJ Impact Factor: 7.538
Volume 13 Issue X Oct 2025- Available at www.ijraset.com

The persistence of caste hierarchies, even amidst significant economic shifts, suggests that social structures continue to shape access
to resources and power, leading to new manifestations of discrimination. While the Bhumihars were historically dominant, the rise
of OBC political power and the implementation of land reforms have altered the traditional power dynamics. This has compelled
Bhumihars to adapt their strategies for maintaining influence, shifting from overt physical dominance to more subtle forms of
assertion, often by aligning with broader political ideologies. This adaptation indicates that caste, far from diminishing, remains a
crucial factor in the distribution of power and privilege, albeit in evolving forms.

The observation that "upper-caste privilege™ does not uniformly apply across the Bhumihar community, leading to rising internal
economic inequality, highlights the internal stratification within seemingly monolithic caste groups. The high poverty rates among
Bhumihars, despite their historical land-owning status, illustrate that broad caste categorizations can mask significant class
differences. This suggests that while a caste identity may confer certain social advantages, it does not guarantee economic prosperity
for all its members, particularly in the face of economic transformations like land fragmentation and changing employment
landscapes. This internal disparity poses a challenge to collective action and identity cohesion within the community.

The tension between preserving traditional identity and adapting to modern changes is a central challenge for the Bhumihar
community. The calls for building community organizations to promote culture and education, alongside concerns about identity
dilution, reflect a struggle to navigate modernity while maintaining a distinct group identity. This dynamic underscores the complex
process of social change, where communities must balance the desire to retain their heritage with the necessity of adapting to new
socio-economic and political realities to ensure their continued relevance and progress.

VIIL. NOTABLE FIGURES

The Bhumihar community has produced several influential figures who have left a notable mark on Indian and Nepali society:

1) Mangal Pandey: A revered martyr of the 1857 revolt, Mangal Pandey symbolizes the bravery and rebellious spirit associated
with the Bhumihar community.

2) Dr. Amresh Kumar Singh: An active Member of Parliament from Nepal's Sarlahi district, Dr. Singh is recognized as a vocal
advocate against corruption and a representative of the Bhumihars' emerging political influence in Nepal.

3) Satyam Kumar Singh: A student at Quantum University, Roorkee, Satyam Kumar Singh is noted for his organizational skills in
campus events, such as the Ad-Mad Show 2025, and for promoting campus leadership.

4) Sahajanand Saraswati: A prominent Bhumihar leader and intellectual who ardently defended the community's Brahmin status
and later founded the All India Kisan Sabha, a caste-agnostic peasants’ movement.

5) Shri Krishna Singh (or Sinha): The first Chief Minister of Bihar, a significant political

figure from the Bhumihar community who played an active role in the independence movement.

6) V. S. Naipaul: A Nobel Prize-winning author whose ancestors were Bhumihars, highlighting the community's reach into global
literary achievements.

7) Harendra Kishore Singh: The Raja of Bettiah, a notable Bhumihar princely state ruler who held significant political influence
during the British Raj.

8) Vibhuti Narayan Singh: The Raja of Benares, another prominent Bhumihar ruler of a princely state.

9) Kailashpati Mishra: A tall Bhumihar leader within the Bharatiya Janata Party (BJP), who played a key role in the community's
shift in political allegiance to the BJP since 1995.

10) Vijay Sinha: One of the current Deputy Chief Ministers of Bihar, serving since January 2024, representing the Bhumihar
community in the state's leadership.

A. Notable Warriors

1) Yogendra Shukla: A prominent nationalist and one of the founders of the Hindustan Socialist Republican Army (HSRA), who
was imprisoned in Cellular Jail (Kalapani) for his revolutionary activities.

2) Baikunth Shukla: Nephew of Yogendra Shukla, also a nationalist who served in the HSRA.

3) Raja Cheyt Singh of Banaras: A Bhumihar ruler who led revolts against the East India Company in 1781.

4) Ranvir Baba: An iconic local hero of the Bhumihar caste in Bhojpur district, after whom the Ranvir Sena was named. He is
legendary for protecting the rights of Bhumihars against Rajput dominance in the late 19th century.

5) Brahmeshwar Mukhiya: The founder and leader of the Ranvir Sena, a landlord militia formed by Bhumihars in 1994 to counter
left-wing militants in Bihar.

6) Rang Bahadur Singh: The first president of the Ranvir Sena.
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B. Prominent Businessmen
1) Samprada Singh: Founder and chairman of Alkem Laboratories, a major pharmaceutical company. In 2017, his estimated net
worth was $3.3 billion, making him one of the richest Biharis at the time.

IX.  CONCLUSION
The Bhumihar community, spanning India and Nepal, has undergone a profound transformation from its historical role as a feudal,
land-owning elite to a diverse professional class. Their journey reflects the intricate interplay of caste, economy, and political
structures in South Asia. Historically, their contested Brahminical identity, coupled with significant land control, formed the
bedrock of their social and political dominance. This unique position, marked by a reinterpretation of Brahminical roles to
accommodate their land-owning status, allowed them to wield considerable power and influence for centuries.
However, post-independence land reforms significantly altered their traditional economic base, leading to land fragmentation and a
necessary shift towards education and modern professions. This economic diversification, while aspirational for many, also emerged
as a critical survival strategy in response to declining agrarian viability. The recent Bihar caste survey data, revealing surprising
poverty levels among Bhumihars, underscores a growing internal economic inequality, challenging the monolithic perception of
upper-caste privilege. This highlights that the benefits of economic transformation, such as the Green Revolution, were not
uniformly distributed, exacerbating class divisions within the community.
Politically, the Bhumihars have demonstrated adaptability, shifting allegiances from the Congress to the BJP, and now potentially
exploring new alignments in response to perceived marginalization and the rise of numerically dominant OBC groups. Their
political influence, often disproportionate to their modest numbers, stems from their historical economic power and strategic
engagement, even as the forms of their caste assertion have evolved from overt violence to more symbolic expressions. In Nepal,
while numerically smaller, they maintain an influential presence as upper-caste Hindus, with figures like Dr. Amresh Kumar Singh
bringing their concerns to the forefront.
The contemporary challenges of land fragmentation, unemployment, and internal economic disparity, alongside an evolving identity
crisis, underscore the complex task of navigating modernity while preserving cultural heritage. The future relevance of the
Bhumihar community will hinge on their continued investment in education, their ability to articulate a unified political voice, and
their capacity for cultural adaptation in a rapidly changing socio-political landscape.
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