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Abstract: This study is basically targeted towards examining the impact of Sustainable Housing Infrastructure and Church 
Growth, identifying both internalities and externalities that makes for revamping and rebranding church properties for a healthy 
and sustainable environment through employing modern technicalities and framework that reveals and explore latent property 
values imbedded in church properties (housing). The input should touché across the basic dimensions of sustainability which is 
environment, economy, social and cultural. These considerations will go through a process, if well harness will deliver a desired 
output that encompasses availability, affordability, durability and harmony. The paper relied on literature review for textual 
data in support of sustainable infrastructural development. The findings reveal that the church can be remodel using some 
technological techniques which are environmental friendly, economically accessible, socially accommodating and culturally 
harmonious. The paper solicits for a more committed Christian efforts and inclusive review and participation in providing 
sustainable housing infrastructure in the church.  
Keywords: Sustainable, Housing, Infrastructure, church growth, Real Estate.  
   

I.      INTRODUCTION 
Housing is one of those basic social conditions that determine the quality of life and welfare of people and places as church is not 
left behind. Where homes are located, how well designed and built, and how well they are weaved into the environmental, social, 
cultural and economic fabric of communities are factors that, in a very real way, influence the daily lives of people, their health, 
security and wellbeing, and which, given the long life of dwellings as physical structures, affect both the present and future 
generations. Housing is therefore central to sustainable development. (Aniebiebasi et al, 2018) Housing is also part of the 
relationships between society and the environment. On the one hand, housing construction and operation consume large amounts of 
natural resources (land, energy, water, and building materials), while producing waste, air and water pollution.(Masnavi, 2007; 
Melchert, 2005 ; Onuoha et al, 2017)  On the other hand, housing itself is exposed to a variety of environmental impacts and 
hazards, including those associated with natural disasters and climate change. These aspects are also significant considerations for 
sustainable development (Karshenas, 1994). This complex web of inter-relationships between sustainability and housing is 
addressed by the policies for sustainable housing. These policies consider a spectrum of underlying conditions to achieve 
sustainability in housing development (along the four dimensions of sustainability – environmental, social, cultural and economic), 
such as: impacts on the environment and climate change; durability and resilience of homes; economic activities in housing and 
their links with the wider economy; cultural and social fabric of communities and impacts of housing on poverty alleviation, social 
development, and the quality of life. Although sustainable housing is often associated with wealth and affluence, it does not need to 
be so – genuinely sustainable houses are those that are inclusive and affordable for all (Golubchikov, 2009; Boardman, 2010). 
Addressing the issue of affordability is, therefore, a necessary condition for transformation towards sustainable housing. And yet 
affordability is not enough, because the so-called affordable homes cannot be considered sustainable if they create negative impacts 
on the environment or social life. The marriage of affordability with other sustainability conditions is a must. In this study, the link 
between sustainability and affordability is discussed in the unified notion of sustainable housing. Furthermore, while sustainable 
housing is often considered from a resource-saving (green) perspective, this study advocates a more comprehensive approach – 
viewing sustainable housing not simply as units or clusters of self-sufficient “green buildings”, but as socially-enhancing and 
environmentally friendly residential practices integrated into the wider urban/settlement systems (Razali et al, 2014). This approach 
is necessitated by the holistic perspective of sustainable development and by the very multi-faceted nature of housing.  
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Sustainable affordable housing in this regard may be considered as extension of the adequate shelter- for-all strategy of the Habitat 
Agenda (paragraph 60): Adequate shelter means more than a roof over one’s head. It also means adequate privacy; adequate space; 
physical accessibility; adequate security; security of tenure; structural stability and reliability; adequate lighting, heating and 
ventilation; adequate basic infrastructure, such as water supply, sanitation and waste-management facilities; suitable environmental 
quality and health-related factors; and adequate and accessible location with regard to work and basic facilities: all of which should 
be available at an affordable cost. 
In any giving developed or developing economy, one of the major challenges is “housing” or “shelter” (Ihuwa, 2015). This problem 
is linked to the following; population (Igwe et al, 2017; Ayedun and Oluwatobi, 2011) credit facility (Eziyi et al, 2011; Olotuah, 
2000) government policy (Ebenezer et al, 2016; Aniebietabasi and Eugene, 2018; Osubor, 2016).These opinions are all related 
dimensions pointing to factors that arouse the interest for examining sustainability (Brandon and Lombardi, 2011). However, 
sustainable housing infrastructure observes certain principles that produce result in all dimensions of sustainability. Hence 
sustainable development is defining as a behavior that “meet the needs of present without compromising the ability of future 
generations to meet their own needs” Brundtland (1987). Sustainable housing has the potential to produce good quality housing at a 
price that is affordable both in the short and long term. Thus, sustainable housing must aim at economic, social and environmental 
sustainability from planning to implementation phase and at 
the same time result in housing that is affordable, accessible and environmentally less damaging (Choguil, 1994) The National 
Urban Housing and Habitat Policy-2007 intends to promote sustainable development of habitat in India with a view to ensuring 
equitable supply of land, shelter and services at affordable prices to all sections of society (Vijai and Deep, 2012),(GOI, 2007) 
Notwithstanding numerous attempts, sustainable housing has remained difficult to define, yet it should be coherent to certain 
characteristics of sustainable development (Choguil, 2007): 
1) Helping the poor for the purpose of preserving the environment, 
2) The idea of self-reliant development, within natural resource constraints, 
3) the idea of cost-effective development, meaning thereby that development should not degrade environmental quality, nor 

should it reduce productivity in the long run, 
4) the issues of disease control, appropriate technologies, food security, clean water and shelter for all, 
5) The notion that people-centred participatory initiatives are needed; human beings in other words, are the resources in the 

concept. 
From this perspective the sustainable housing policy should incorporate three objectives (Choguil, 2007): 
The first of these is that future policies must provide the basis for household improvement. 
The second objective of the policies which could result in sustainable housing improvement is concerned with the empowerment of 
poor people. The third objective of such policies must be to psychologically give the lower segment of the urban society a feeling of 
self-worth. 
Thus, in order to be sustainable, housing initiatives must be economically viable, socially acceptable and affordable, technically 
feasible and environmentally-friendly. 
 

II.      SUSTAINABLE DEVELOPMENT DIMENSIONS AND PRINCIPLES IN (SHI) 
Sustainable development or sustainability as indicated in its definitions above is now classified into four dimensions namely: 
environmental sustainability, economic sustainability, social sustainability and Cultural Sustainability as shown in Figure 2.1 below. 
However, Pitts (2004) suggested in his study that the third dimension is the same as equity and therefore, the dimensions are 
environmental, economic, equity and cultural sustainability. 
1) Environmental sustainability dimension: it views and approaches issues such as: ecosystem integrity, carrying capacity and 

biodiversity. (Olanipekun et al, 2014) 
2) Economic Sustainability Dimension: it details the scope of economic growth, economic development, economic productivity, 

and trickle-down in the economic system. (Tibaijuka, 2009). 
3) Social Sustainability Dimension: it evaluates in accountability the areas such as stratification identity, empowerment, 

accessibility, stability, and equity in the social system Emenike and Ezeudu (2020). 
4) Cultural Sustainability Dimension: Cultural sustainability takes into consideration cultural worldviews and values, norms and 

traditions, as well as lifestyles and behaviors of occupants, communities and society, thus supporting the dignity of communal 
life. UN-Habitat (2012). 
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Figure 2.1 the interactions of the four dimensions with human beings at the center of intersection. Source: (UN-Habitat, 2012). 
 

III.      VITAL SUSTAINABILITY POLICY DELIVERY IN (SHI) 
1) Leadership and commitment: It is the imperative that sustainable housing initiatives are backed by a clear and strong leadership 

and political will. (FMLHUD, 2012; Parry et al., 2001). 
2) Institutionalizing sustainable housing: For sustainable housing to really become a long-term and sustainable policy, it needs to 

be fully institutionalized in the relevant government and non-government structures and practices and become independent 
from changes in government. (Ayman, 2010; Fasakin, 1998). 

3) Multilateral collaboration: Good governance should be underpinned by a clear vision, strategies and action plans, which need 
to be formulated and implemented by collaboration with multiple stakeholders, including between different levels of 
government and government departments, private sector, non-government organizations and local community. (Fumilayo and 
Adetokunbo, 2013; Ayedun and Oluwatobi, 2011). 

4) Community participation: Local and end-user participation is essential for understanding community needs and preferences, as 
well as to learning about the local community’s knowledge about climate challenges. 

5)  Context-specific approaches: The challenge of integrating potential competing social, cultural, economic, and environmental 
considerations in sustainable housing requires cooperation and integration across sectorial and administrative boundaries. 

6) Capacity building: This involves educating various publics about the multiple benefits of sustainable housing and green 
building; developing educational programmes for various groups and job markets to acquire necessary skills; accumulating and 
sharing data bank of best practices; promotion of exemplary projects and case studies. 

7)  Financial mobilization: It is important to mobilize financial resources for the implementation of the sustainable housing 
policies and projects, including by engaging with public-private partnerships, the private sector, and advocacy with the 
government organizations. 

8)  Indigenous low-cost materials and techniques: Particular effort needs to identify and, if necessary, restore low-cost sustainable 
methods for homebuilding, which should be further combined with modern methods to deliver affordable and resilient homes. 
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IV.      SUSTAINABLE HOUSING AIDING FRAMEWORK 
The aiding framework in the context of sustainable housing infrastructure is viewed from two approaches that are framework and 
organizational structures both within and outside the project environment being framework of sustainable housing infrastructure. 
The framework its development and implementation are essential to a project sustainability’s to which sustainable housing projects 
are not exception. Housing aiding framework is developed within the context of developing countries where its practiced as new 
approach, although Egypt and Rwanda is on its way to producing a modern framework for sustainability. An attempt to embrace this 
modern technicality has started solving housing shortage in Sweden, Dubai, and Norway; this will also help Nigeria if it’s practiced 
in its entirety. These frameworks include the following: 
1) Institutional Framework (Onuoha, et al 2017). 
2) Regulation/ Legal Framework (Ogus, 2004), 
3) Environmental Framework (Ibem and Azuh, 2011) 
4) Technological Framework (Fonseka and Baumann, 1994). 
5) Financial-cum-Economic Framework (Emenike, 2019). 
6) Internal/ External and Trado-cultural Framework (Waterkeyn, 1993). 
7) Human Resource Management Framework (PMBOK, 2016). 

 
V.      SUSTAINABLE HOUSING INFRASTRUCTURAL IDEOLOGY IN REAL ESTATE PERSPECTIVE 

                          
Figure 5.1 Sustainable Housing Infrastructural Ideology in Real Estate Perspective (source field survey) 

 
 

VI.      CONCLUSION 
Church as a body is confronted with sustainable development challenges, but also has vital opportunities amidst the present situation 
regardless of the economy. If the opportunity exposed in this study can be employed, through innovative thinking and practice 
among the personality concerned, it will yield the dividend of (SHI) which is availability, affordability, durability and harmony. 
This is the primary purpose of sustainable housing infrastructure. Finally a sustainable church will produce sustainable Christian. 
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