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Abstract: Graham Greene's The Power and the Glory (1940) explores the complex interplay between faith, morality, and the 
human condition, set against the backdrop of Mexico's Anti-Catholic persecution. This research paper examines the moral and 
spiritual journey of the "whisky priest," whose deeply flawed character becomes the central figure in an exploration of grace, 
redemption, and human suffering. By situating the novel in the historical context of the Cristero War, the paper discusses 
Greene’s portrayal of faith as a paradox—rooted in human imperfection yet offering the possibility of redemption. The priest’s 
moral dilemmas and ultimate sacrifice highlight themes of self-sacrifice, the search for meaning, and the potential for spiritual 
transcendence despite the inherent flaws of human nature. This paper argues that Greene’s narrative suggests that true 
redemption comes not through moral perfection, but through acceptance of grace in the midst of suffering. Key themes include 
the tension between secularism and religious faith, the nature of sacrifice, and the complexities of the human condition. 
Keywords: Graham Greene, The Power and the Glory, faith, morality, redemption, human condition, grace, sacrificial love, 
Cristero War, spiritual transcendence, historical context. 
 

I. INTRODUCTION 
Graham Greene’s The Power and the Glory (1940) is one of his most significant works, intricately exploring the complexities of 
faith, morality, and the human condition. Set in Mexico during the 1930s, a time of intense anti-Catholic persecution, the novel 
follows the journey of a priest, often referred to as the "whisky priest," as he tries to maintain his spiritual calling despite facing 
personal failings, external threats, and internal struggles. Greene's depiction of the priest’s moral and spiritual dilemmas illuminates 
key themes related to the human condition and the challenges of maintaining faith in a world that seems indifferent or hostile to 
religion. This research paper will explore the main themes of faith, morality, and redemption in The Power and the Glory, showing 
how Greene uses the priest's journey to question the nature of grace, guilt, and human suffering. 
 
A. Historical Context 
The historical context of The Power and the Glory is central to understanding the novel's themes. Set during the time of Mexico's 
Cristero War (1926-1929), the Mexican government waged a violent campaign against the Catholic Church, leading to the 
persecution of priests and believers. The novel is heavily influenced by these historical events, which serve as a backdrop to the 
priest’s journey and the moral questions he faces. 
Greene himself was an English Catholic and was deeply interested in the struggles between faith and political realities. He was 
drawn to the plight of the Mexican people and their faith amidst government oppression (Baker, 2011). This context highlights the 
significance of the priest's role as an emblem of spiritual endurance and moral conflict. 
 
B. Plot Overview 
The plot of The Power and the Glory revolves around a Catholic priest who is being pursued by the authorities during the period of 
anti-Catholic persecution in Mexico. The priest is an alcoholic, morally flawed man who, despite his shortcomings, still fulfils his 
role as a spiritual leader. He represents a paradox: a man of faith who is also deeply human, with all the flaws and contradictions 
inherent in human nature. As the priest struggles to elude capture, he encounters several characters who represent different moral 
and spiritual positions. 
In contrast to the priest, we see the character of the lieutenant, who embodies the government's anti-religious stance. The 
lieutenant’s own struggle with morality—his hatred for the church, yet his ambiguous views on personal faith—complements the 
priest’s journey. 
The priest's journey ultimately becomes a quest for redemption. Despite his sins and failures, he maintains his faith, which allows 
him to embody the paradox of grace—an unmerited gift that transcends human morality (Thomson, 2015). 
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C. Themes in The Power and the Glory 
1) Faith and Morality 
Greene’s exploration of faith is not idealized or simplistic. The priest in The Power and the Glory is not portrayed as a saintly figure 
but as a deeply flawed human being who struggles with sin, guilt, and the temptation to abandon his calling. His alcoholism, 
infidelity, and reluctance to confront his own weaknesses highlight the complexity of the human experience. Yet, it is precisely in 
his flaws that Greene reveals the power of faith to redeem and transform. Greene's portrayal of faith emphasizes its paradoxical 
nature. Faith is not just about performing religious duties but is tied to the recognition of human imperfection. The priest’s spiritual 
journey is one of continual self-doubt, but it is also one of constant reliance on God’s grace. His belief in God is not perfect, but it is 
a form of grace, underscoring the notion that redemption does not require moral perfection (Harris, 2007). 
The priest’s moral journey is also inextricably linked to his understanding of his role as a religious leader. His sense of responsibility 
to others, especially his parishioners, transcends his personal failings, revealing Greene’s view that morality is not merely about 
personal conduct but about serving others (Greene, 1940). 
 
2) Redemption and Sacrifice 
Redemption is a key theme in The Power and the Glory, with Greene suggesting that true redemption can only be achieved through 
sacrifice. The priest’s life is marked by a continuous sacrifice—his refusal to abandon his mission, even at the risk of death, 
symbolizes the Christian concept of martyrdom. The idea of sacrificial love is further developed through the priest’s final act of 
atonement. Even as he faces the inevitability of execution, the priest’s decision to continue his role as a spiritual guide demonstrates 
his belief in the power of sacrificial love, which transcends the personal and reaches the divine (Davis, 2013). 
Greene’s narrative suggests that redemption is not easy and does not come without suffering. However, it is through suffering and 
self-sacrifice that the priest experiences spiritual transcendence. His death, in the end, becomes a redemptive act for the community 
he serves. 
 
3) The Human Condition 
At its core, The Power and the Glory is a meditation on the human condition. Greene’s portrayal of human suffering, vulnerability, 
and moral ambiguity reflects his belief in the complexity of human nature. Through the priest’s interactions with others, Greene 
explores the struggles of individuals caught between good and evil, faith and doubt, sacrifice and self-interest. 
The priest is not a perfect man, and his flaws make him more relatable to the reader, suggesting that the human condition is marked 
by both imperfection and potential for grace. In contrast, the character of the lieutenant, who represents the forces of secularism, 
exemplifies a cold rationality that denies the possibility of transcendence and redemption. This dynamic between the priest and the 
lieutenant underscores Greene’s belief that humanity’s search for meaning can only be fulfilled through the recognition of grace and 
the acceptance of suffering (Thomson, 2015). 
 

II. CONCLUSION 
In The Power and the Glory, Graham Greene delves into the complexities of faith, morality, and the human condition, offering a 
nuanced exploration of the struggles of individuals caught in a world of suffering, injustice, and doubt. Through the character of the 
priest, Greene illustrates the power of grace, redemption, and self-sacrifice, emphasizing the idea that true faith does not require 
moral perfection but an openness to grace in the face of human imperfection. Ultimately, the novel suggests that while the human 
condition is fraught with sin and suffering, it is also marked by the potential for redemption through self-sacrifice and unwavering 
faith. 
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