IJRASET

International Journal For Research in
Applied Science and Engineering Technology

" INTERNATIONAL JOURNAL
FOR RESEARCH

IN APPLIED SCIENCE & ENGINEERING TECHNOLOGQGY

Volume: 12 Issue: v Month of publication: May 2024

DOIl: https://doi.org/10.22214/ijraset.2024.62293

www.ijraset.com
Call: (£)08813907089 | E-mail ID: ijraset@gmail.com




International Journal for Research in Applied Science & Engineering Technology (IJRASET)
ISSN: 2321-9653; IC Value: 45.98; SJ Impact Factor: 7.538
Volume 12 Issue V May 2024- Available at www.ijraset.com

Towards Secure and Transparent Elections: A
Review of Electronic Voting Integrated with
Blockchain Technology

Avinash Ingole’, Ankita Amup?, Chetan Salunke®, Tejal Abhivant*, Omprasad Jagadale®
Department Of Computer Engineering, Bharati Vidyapeeth’s College Of Engineering, Lavale, Pune, Maharashtra, India

Abstract: This paper provides an in-depth examination of the integration of blockchain technology with electronic voting (e-
voting) systems, aimed at ensuring the security and transparency of electoral processes. While prior research predominantly
focused on the technical aspects of e-voting, recent efforts have acknowledged the intricate socio-technical dynamics at play.
Drawing on conceptualizations and principles that view e-voting as complex socio-technical frameworks, this paper explores
avenues for enhancing accessibility, efficiency, and integrity. Blockchain technology emerges as a transformative solution,
offering cryptographic assurances to address vulnerabilities like data manipulation and centralization. Through blockchain
integration, e-voting systems can uphold crucial principles such as verifiability, anonymity, fairness, and transparency, thus
fostering trust in electoral procedures. The proposed systems leverage cryptographic techniques and smart contracts to protect
voter anonymity, ensure data integrity, and enable end-to-end verification. Furthermore, the paper advocates for decentralized
architectures to mitigate risks associated with centralized databases. By emphasizing the pivotal role of blockchain technology,
this paper contributes to the advancement of e-voting systems towards secure and transparent elections.

L. INTRODUCTION
As democratic processes evolve, the integration of cutting-edge technologies like blockchain offers transformative potential to
address longstanding electoral challenges. Over the past decade, scholarly investigations have delved into the versatility of
blockchain and digital ledgers in fortifying the integrity, security, and transparency of voting mechanisms. Globally recognized
initiatives, such as Sierra Leone's pioneering use of blockchain to validate votes during its 2018 election, underscore the pivotal role
of blockchain in modernizing electoral infrastructures. The decentralized architecture and immutable nature of blockchain present
promising avenues for revolutionizing e-voting systems. Concurrently, the rise of smart contracts further amplifies blockchain's
capabilities, opening new horizons for implementing resilient and secure electronic voting frameworks. In parallel, the
modernization of voting systems to accommodate electronic voting (e-voting) has gained traction, particularly in addressing voter
disengagement and aligning with the preferences of digitally adept populations. E-voting, be it through traditional ballot-based or
electronic means, necessitates adherence to a stringent set of functional and security requisites, encompassing transparency,
accuracy, auditability, integrity, secrecy, availability, and distributed authority. While existing scholarship has explored blockchain's
potential to augment e-voting mechanisms and furnish robust assurances for these requisites, there remains a dearth of discourse on
the pragmatic challenges and constraints associated with deploying blockchain technologies at scale in electoral contexts. This
review paper seeks to bridge this gap by presenting a nuanced analysis of the evolution of blockchain-integrated e-voting systems
over the past decade. Drawing upon a diverse array of research spanning applications, impediments, and security nuances, this paper
aims to elucidate blockchain's transformative potential in reshaping electoral landscapes. Moreover, it endeavors to interrogate the
prospects and limitations of blockchain technology within the e-voting milieu, offering prescient insights into the trajectory of
secure and transparent electoral processes. Through this comprehensive exploration, we aspire to contribute to the ongoing dialogue
surrounding blockchain's integration into electoral paradigms, fostering informed deliberation and catalyzing advancements in
democratic governance.
1. ELECTION SYSTEM

In the realm of election systems, a historical evolution from traditional ballot systems to modern electronic voting (e-voting)
methods has been witnessed. The traditional ballot paper system, once prevalent, required voters to physically visit polling booths to
cast their votes manually. However, this method posed challenges such as the need for universal voter participation, susceptibility to
tampering, and the labor-intensive nature of manual counting, especially in densely populated countries.
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Issues like the replacement of ballot paper boxes, damage to ballots, and fraudulent marking further undermined the reliability of
this system. The introduction of Electronic Voting Machines (EVMs) marked a significant departure from traditional methods.
EVMs, first utilized in Estonia in 2005 and later adopted in countries like India and Bangladesh, offered advantages such as accurate
recording of votes, scalability, and faster result declaration. However, authentication issues and vulnerabilities to fraud, such as
booth capturing and vote rigging, persisted.

Subsequently, e-voting emerged as a promising alternative to traditional and EVM-based systems. Facilitated by kiosk hardware
systems, e-voting gained traction for its potential to enhance accessibility and efficiency. However, concerns regarding auditing,
authenticity, and security persisted. Threats such as Trojan horse spyware, automated vote-buying, and insider attacks posed risks to
the integrity of elections, raising questions about the reliability of e-voting systems.

Despite these challenges, recent advancements in technology, particularly blockchain, offer promising solutions to address the
shortcomings of traditional and modern election systems. Blockchain technology, characterized by its decentralized and immutable
nature, holds potential to enhance security, transparency, and trust in electoral processes. By leveraging blockchain, election
systems can ensure secure digital identity management, anonymous vote-casting, and verifiability by voters. Additionally,
blockchain's transparency and fault tolerance capabilities mitigate risks associated with cyber-attacks and ensure the integrity of
election results.

In conclusion, the transition from traditional to modern election systems reflects an ongoing quest for more efficient, secure, and
transparent electoral processes. While challenges persist, technological innovations, particularly blockchain, offer promising
solutions to address these concerns and pave the way for the development of robust and reliable election systems in the digital age.

1. WHAT IS BLOCKCHAIN?
A blockchain is a distributed ledger of transactions, organized into immutable blocks linked together to form a chain. Initially
applied in Bitcoin as a secure method for online transactions, blockchain technology has expanded across various sectors, offering
decentralized and transparent data management. Each block is connected to the previous one through cryptographic hashing,
ensuring data integrity and security. This distributed structure eliminates the need for a central authority, making it suitable for
various applications beyond financial transactions.

New block

e
9998

Starting block

In the blockchain, each block contains transaction data, a timestamp, and a cryptographic hash of the previous block, forming a
chain of interconnected blocks. Transactions are verified and added to the blockchain through a consensus algorithm performed by
network nodes. Miners play a crucial role in creating new blocks by solving complex mathematical problems to find a unique nonce
that generates a valid hash. Nodes, distributed throughout the network, maintain copies of the blockchain, ensuring its integrity and
functionality.

Blockchain's transparency, security, and decentralization make it a promising technology for diverse applications. Its distributed
nature ensures data immutability and integrity, making it resistant to tampering or fraud. Beyond financial transactions, blockchain
is applied in various sectors to improve access and transparency. Despite its complexity, blockchain's fundamental concept
resembles a decentralized Google Doc, enabling real-time data sharing and collaboration while ensuring security and transparency.

V. WHAT IS E-VOTING?
Electronic voting, commonly known as e-voting, has gained prominence as a modernized alternative to traditional paper-based and
electronic machine-based voting systems since the late 1990s. This method enables voters to cast their ballots electronically, often
utilizing intuitive touch screen interfaces at polling stations. While e-voting offers notable advantages such as increased efficiency
and accessibility, concerns regarding its auditing procedures, authentication, privacy standards, and overall security persist within
academic and commercial circles.
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In the realm of e-voting protocol design, several fundamental properties are crucial to ensure its integrity and reliability. These
include fairness, eligibility, privacy, verifiability, and coercion-resistance. Fairness dictates that no premature access to voting
results should be possible, safeguarding the integrity of the electoral process. Eligibility ensures that only authorized voters can cast
their votes, and that each voter can only vote once, thereby preventing any undue influence or manipulation. Privacy is paramount,
ensuring that individual voting choices remain confidential and inaccessible to any unauthorized parties. Verifiability guarantees
that all stakeholders can verify the accuracy and legitimacy of the voting outcome, instilling trust in the electoral process.
Additionally, coercion-resistance is essential to prevent coerced voters from being detected, maintaining the integrity of each voter's
choice.

A related concept, forgiveness, allows voters to amend their votes after casting them, offering protection for those subject to
coercion or undue influence.

While e-voting holds promise for streamlining electoral procedures and enhancing voter accessibility, it is not without its
challenges. Issues such as potential vulnerabilities to hacking, manipulation, and unauthorized access raise concerns about the
overall security and reliability of e-voting systems. Nonetheless, ongoing advancements in cryptographic techniques, secure
authentication methods, and robust auditing protocols aim to address these challenges and bolster the trustworthiness of e-voting
systems in democratic elections.

A. E-Voting Using Blockchain Technology

Electronic voting using blockchain technology represents the fusion of two cutting-edge innovations to revolutionize the electoral
process. Traditional electronic voting systems have faced scrutiny due to concerns over authentication, auditability, and protection
against tampering. By leveraging blockchain technology, these challenges are effectively addressed, ensuring a secure, transparent,
and tamper-resistant voting experience.

At its core, e-voting with blockchain operates through a decentralized network, where each participant, or voter, possesses a unique
cryptographic identity. When a voter casts their ballot, the vote is encrypted and appended to a block within the blockchain. This
transaction undergoes validation and confirmation by the network, typically through a consensus mechanism like proof-of-work or
proof-of-stake.

The integration of blockchain ensures transparency throughout the voting process. All transactions are recorded on a public ledger,
accessible to all stakeholders. This transparency facilitates real-time auditing and verification of election results, minimizing the risk
of fraud or manipulation.

Furthermore, blockchain technology provides robust security measures. Once a vote is recorded on the blockchain, it becomes
immutable, resistant to alteration or deletion without consensus from the network. This guarantees the integrity of the voting process
and fosters trust in the election outcome.

In essence, e-voting with blockchain offers a solution to the shortcomings of traditional voting systems, promoting greater
transparency, security, and accountability in democratic processes.

V. PROPOSED ARCHITECTURE
Electronic voting (e-voting) integrated with blockchain technology offers a promising solution to address the challenges of
traditional voting systems, such as security vulnerabilities, lack of transparency, and potential tampering. Let's delve into the
proposed architecture and how it works:

A. Proposed Architecture of E-Voting Using Blockchain

1) Voter Registration and Authentication

Before participating in the voting process, voters are required to register and authenticate their identity. This can be done through
various means, such as government-issued 1Ds or digital signatures.

Once authenticated, voters receive a unique digital identity that allows them to cast their votes securely.

2) Voting Interface
Voters interact with the voting system through a user-friendly interface, which could be a web or mobile application.
The interface presents the voter with the list of candidates or issues to vote on and allows them to make their selections.
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3) Ballot Generation and Encryption

After making their selections, the voter's choices are encoded into a digital ballot.
The digital ballot is encrypted to ensure the confidentiality and integrity of the vote.

4) Blockchain Network

The encrypted digital ballots are then submitted to the blockchain network for processing.

The blockchain network consists of a decentralized ledger maintained by a network of nodes (computers) spread across different
locations. Each transaction (i.e., vote) is recorded as a block on the blockchain, creating an immutable and transparent record of all
votes cast. The decentralized nature of the blockchain ensures that no single entity has control over the voting process, reducing the
risk of manipulation or fraud. Additionally, the use of cryptographic techniques such as hashing and digital signatures enhances the
security of the voting system, making it resistant to tampering.

5) Verification and Auditing
Once the voting period ends, the blockchain can be audited to verify the integrity of the election results.
Any authorized party, such as election officials or independent auditors, can access the blockchain to validate the authenticity of
each vote. Since the blockchain is immutable, any attempt to alter or tamper with the voting records would be immediately detected,
ensuring the integrity of the election process.

VI. METHODOLOGIES
When integrating e-voting with blockchain technology, several methodologies can be employed to ensure the security, transparency,
and reliability of the voting process. Here are some key methodologies:

A. Decentralized Network
Utilize a decentralized network of nodes (computers) to maintain the blockchain ledger. This ensures that no single entity has
control over the voting process, reducing the risk of manipulation or fraud.

B. Public/Private Blockchain

Choose between a public or private blockchain depending on the requirements of the voting system. Public blockchains, such as
Ethereum, offer transparency and accessibility to anyone, while private blockchains provide enhanced privacy and control over
participants.

C. Encrypted Ballots
Encrypt the digital ballots to ensure the confidentiality and integrity of the votes. Each ballot should be securely encoded using
cryptographic techniques to prevent tampering or unauthorized access.

D. Smart Contracts

Use smart contracts to automate and enforce the rules of the voting process. Smart contracts are self-executing contracts with the
terms of the agreement directly written into code. They can ensure that votes are counted accurately and transparently according to
predefined rules.
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VII. BENEFITS OF BLOCKCHAIN REGARDING E-VOTING SYSTEM
A. Authenticity & Singularity
Blockchain technology ensures the authenticity of each voter by linking their identity to a unique public key, which is accessible
only through their private key. This cryptographic mechanism guarantees that each voter can cast only one vote, eliminating the risk
of duplicate or fraudulent votes. By securely associating each vote with a verifiable identity, blockchain safeguards the integrity of
the electoral process without compromising individual privacy.

B. Anonymity & Integrity

Leveraging advanced encryption techniques, blockchain-based e-voting systems uphold voter anonymity while preserving the
integrity of the stored votes. Through the use of encrypted public and private keys, voter identities remain confidential, shielding
them from external scrutiny. Moreover, the inherent tamper-evident properties of blockchain technology ensure that once a vote is
recorded on the blockchain, its integrity cannot be compromised. By cryptographically linking each vote to a unique identifier,
blockchain provides an immutable record of the electoral outcome, bolstering trust in the integrity of the voting process.

C. Coercibility & Verifiability

With blockchain, the process of casting and counting votes becomes transparent and tamper-proof, enabling participants to verify
the accuracy of the results independently. By encrypting votes before storing them on the blockchain, the system mitigates the risk
of coercion, ensuring that no external entity can influence voters' decisions. Additionally, the transparent nature of blockchain
networks allows all participants to audit the voting process, thereby enhancing the verifiability of the electoral outcome. Through
cryptographic verification mechanisms, voters can confirm that their votes have been accurately recorded and counted, fostering
confidence in the fairness and transparency of the e-voting system.

D. Auditability & Transparency

The transparent and decentralized nature of blockchain technology facilitates comprehensive auditing of the e-voting process,
promoting accountability and transparency. By storing the entire transaction history on a distributed ledger, blockchain enables
stakeholders to trace the flow of votes from inception to tallying, ensuring that every vote is accounted for. Furthermore, the open-
source nature of blockchain protocols allows for independent scrutiny of the underlying code, enhancing trust in the security and
reliability of the e-voting system. Through transparent audit trails and verifiable algorithms, blockchain-based e-voting systems
offer unparalleled transparency and accountability, mitigating concerns related to electoral fraud and manipulation.
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E. Mobility & Accessibility

Blockchain-based e-voting systems offer unparalleled flexibility and accessibility, enabling voters to participate in the electoral
process from anywhere with internet connectivity. By leveraging blockchain technology, e-voting platforms eliminate the need for
physical infrastructure and voting machines, streamlining the voting process and reducing logistical barriers. With a simple internet-
enabled device and a blockchain address, voters can securely cast their ballots remotely, ensuring inclusivity and convenience.
Moreover, the decentralized nature of blockchain networks ensures continuous availability and resilience against external
disruptions, guaranteeing the accessibility and reliability of the e-voting system.

VIIl.  CONCLUSION

This paper explores the integration of blockchain technology with electronic voting (e-voting) systems to enhance security and
transparency in electoral processes. By leveraging cryptographic assurances, blockchain addresses vulnerabilities like data
manipulation and centralization, ensuring the authenticity and singularity of each vote. Through principles such as verifiability,
anonymity, fairness, and transparency, blockchain integration fosters trust in e-voting. The proposed systems utilize cryptographic
techniques and smart contracts to protect voter anonymity and ensure data integrity. Advocating for decentralized architectures
mitigates risks associated with centralized databases, enhancing the resilience and security of e-voting systems. Overall, blockchain-
based e-voting solutions offer a pathway towards more secure and transparent elections in the digital age. Continued research and
innovation are crucial to address remaining challenges and realize the full potential of blockchain in democratic governance.
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