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Abstract: This comparative analysis delves into the paradoxes of freedom through an existential lens, examining the concept of 

alienation in Albert Camus' "The Stranger" and Arundhati Roy's "The God of Small Things". By exploring the tensions 

between individual freedom and societal expectations, this research reveals the complexities of human existence and the inherent 

contradictions of freedom.  

This study contributes to the existing body of literature on existentialism and postcolonialism, offering new insights into the 

human condition. 

 

I. INTRODUCTION 

The concept of freedom has long been a contentious issue in philosophical and literary discourse. On one hand, freedom is often 

touted as the ultimate human aspiration, allowing individuals to pursue their desires and forge their own paths. On the other hand, 

freedom can also be seen as a burden, imposing upon individuals the weight of responsibility and the uncertainty of choice. This 

paradox of freedom is at the heart of existentialist philosophy, which posits that human existence is characterized by freedom and 

responsibility. 

 

II. LITERATURE REVIEW AND RESEARCH GAP 

Existentialist philosophers like Jean-Paul Sartre and Martin Heidegger have extensively explored the concept of freedom and its 

attendant paradoxes. In literary studies, Albert Camus' "The Stranger" is often cited as a classic example of existentialist alienation. 

However, the intersection of existentialism and postcolonialism has received relatively scant attention. Arundhati Roy's "The God of 

Small Things" offers a unique perspective on existential alienation in a postcolonial context, yet this aspect of the novel has been 

largely overlooked in existing scholarship. This research aims to fill this gap by exploring the paradoxes of freedom in both Camus' 

and Roy's works. 

 

A. Scope, Objectives, and Limitations 

This research is a comparative analysis of existential alienation in "The Stranger" and "The God of Small Things". The scope of this 

study is limited to these two novels, although references will be made to other relevant literary and philosophical works. The 

objectives of this research are to: 

1) Examine the concept of existential alienation in both novels 

2) Analyze the paradoxes of freedom in the context of existentialism and postcolonialism 

3)  Compare and contrast the representation of alienation and freedom in both works 

The limitations of this study lie in its focus on two specific novels, which may not be representative of the broader literary canon. 

 

III. METHODOLOGY 

This research employs a qualitative approach, using close reading and comparative analysis to examine the themes of existential 

alienation and freedom in both novels. The theoretical framework for this study is rooted in existentialist philosophy, particularly the 

works of Sartre and Heidegger. Postcolonial theory will also be applied to analyze the specific context of Roy's novel. 
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1) Chapter 1: The Absurdity of Freedom in "The Stranger" 

Albert Camus' "The Stranger" is a classic example of existentialist literature, exploring the themes of alienation, absurdity, and the 

search for meaning. The protagonist, Meursault, is a disaffected and detached individual who commits a senseless murder on a sun-

drenched beach. Through Meursault's narrative, Camus illustrates the concept of existential alienation, where the individual is 

disconnected from society, morality, and even themselves. This chapter will examine the absurdity of freedom in "The Stranger", 

highlighting the tensions between individual freedom and societal expectations. Meursault's narrative is characterized by a sense of 

detachment and absurdity, reflecting the inherent contradictions of freedom. On one hand, Meursault is free to choose his own path, 

yet this freedom is also a burden, imposing upon him the weight of responsibility. Through Meursault's story, Camus highlights the 

absurdity of human existence, where individuals are confronted with the uncertainty of choice and the ambiguity of morality. 

 

2) Chapter 2: The Politics of Alienation in "The God of Small Things" 

Arundhati Roy's "The God of Small Things" is a postcolonial novel that explores the intertwined lives of two Indian twins, Rahel 

and Estha, growing up in Kerala, India. The novel is a rich tapestry of themes, including family, love, and social hierarchy. This 

chapter will examine the politics of alienation in "The God of Small Things", highlighting the tensions between individual freedom 

and societal expectations in a postcolonial context. Roy's novel is characterized by a sense of fragmentation and dislocation, 

reflecting the postcolonial experience of disorientation and disconnection. Through the narrative of Rahel and Estha, Roy highlights 

the politics of alienation, where individuals are disconnected from their cultural heritage, their family, and even themselves. This 

chapter will explore the ways in which Roy's novel reflects the postcolonial experience of alienation, highlighting the tensions 

between individual freedom and societal expectations. 

 

3) Chapter 3: Comparative Analysis of Existential Alienation 

This chapter will compare and contrast the representation of existential alienation in "The Stranger" and "The God of Small Things". 

By examining the similarities and differences between the two novels, this chapter will highlight the complexities of human 

existence and the inherent contradictions of freedom. One of the primary similarities between the two novels is the theme of 

existential alienation. Both Meursault and Rahel/Estha are disconnected from society, morality, and even themselves. However, the 

context and manifestation of this alienation differ significantly between the two novels. Meursault's alienation is characterized by a 

sense of absurdity and detachment, reflecting the absurdity of human existence. In contrast, Rahel and Estha's alienation is 

characterized by a sense of fragmentation and dislocation, reflecting the postcolonial experience of disorientation and disconnection. 

Despite these differences, both novels highlight the tensions between individual freedom and societal expectations. Meursault's 

freedom is constrained by the societal expectations of morality and justice, while Rahel and Estha's freedom is constrained by the 

societal expectations of family, culture, and social hierarchy. This chapter will explore the ways in which both novels reflect the 

complexities of human existence and the inherent contradictions of freedom. 

 

IV. CONCLUSION 

This research has explored the paradoxes of freedom through an existential lens, examining the concept of alienation in Albert 

Camus' "The Stranger" and Arundhati Roy's "The God of Small Things". By comparing and contrasting the representation of 

existential alienation in both novels, this study has highlighted the complexities of human existence and the inherent contradictions 

of freedom. The findings of this research contribute to the existing body of literature on existentialism and postcolonialism, offering 

new insights into the human condition. This study has demonstrated that existential alienation is a universal human experience, 

transcending cultural and historical contexts. However, the manifestation and context of this alienation differ significantly 

depending on the specific cultural and historical context. Ultimately, this research highlights the importance of considering the 

complexities of human existence and the inherent contradictions of freedom. By examining the paradoxes of freedom through an 

existential lens, we can gain a deeper understanding of the human condition and the ways in which individuals navigate the 

complexities of existence. 
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