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Abstract: The effect of green marine algae Ulva lactuca was evaluated as Biofertilizer to improve growth of Corinderum sativum, 
Trigonella foenum graecum, Spinacia oleracea. Seeds were treated with different concentration seaweed extract of Ulva lactuca 
such as 2%, 4%, 6%, 8%, 10% and control (without treatment). After 15, 30, 45 and 60 days relevance of green algae certain 
plant growth parameter of root length, shoot length, seedling length ,seed vigour index, seed stamina index. The Bio-chemical 
parameter of chlorophyll-a, chlorophyll-b and total chlorophyll, carotenoid, protein measured in a plant material. Better result 
of seed vigour index and seed stamina index was showed in Corinderum sativum and in Trigonella foenum graecum and 
Spinacia oleracea in treatment of 6% and 8% concentration of seaweed extract, respectively.  
Keywords: Ulva lactuca, Seed vigour index, seed stamina index, vegetable plant, biofertilizer  
 

I. INTRODUCTION 
Farmers are used chemical fertilizer in the field directly. This chemical fertilizer are directly or indirectly harmful to air, soil, water 
and living organism. The utilize of seaweed as a fertilizer in crop production has long time belief in coastal areas in the world [1]. 
Marine algae extract is new generation of natural organic fertilizers highly nutritive and improve growth, germination of seeds and 
improve yield of many crops [2].  
Seaweed is valuably use for plant germination and their growth; thereby recover the yield and resistance ability of many crops 
[3][4]. Seaweed is effect on plant growth hormones. Seaweed is biodegradable, non-hazardous, harmless, none polluting to human. 
The SLF (seaweed liquid fertilizer) is use as an organic fertilizer which is more useful to human health and environment. Seaweeds 
are excellent sources of many essential micro and macronutrients, vitamins, minerals, fatty acids and due to them higher 
polysaccharides content which could also imply high level of soluble and insoluble dietary fiber [5][6]. The seaweed extract carried 
out from seaweed or sprayed on crops for better seed germination percentage, growth, nutrient uptake and yield of plants [7][8]. The 
SLF obtained from seaweed to use as foliar spray for inducing better and faster growth, yield in leafy -green vegetables, fruits and 
also horticultural plants. During this study, the effect on the germination process to in bio-material of seaweed extract different 
concentration 2%, 4%, 6%, 8% and 10% percentage germination of three plants of Corinderum sativum, Trigonella foenum 
graecum, Spinacia oleracea  seeds treatment respectively and untreated seed used as a control. Treated seed to show improved 
germination and growth. 
 

II. MATERIALS AND METHOD 
A. Collection of Seaweed 
 In the present study fresh seaweed was collected from Veraval sea site Gujarat, India in December 2018. The handpicked seaweed 
washed with the help of sea water to remove all the discarded impurities and  sand particles etc. After washed, it was packed in to 
plastic bag and moved to the lab. The collected marine algae were again washed in fresh water to remove the surface salt and stored 
in to bottle, and filled it with fresh water. 

B. Preparation of Seaweed Liquid Fertilizer (SLF) 
Fresh marine algae were washed thoroughly to remove all epiphytes & sand particles with tap water. The seaweeds are dried for 3-5 
days after dried seaweed to convert in to powder form. The powder was mixed with distilled water in ratio of 1:20 (w/v). Boiled for 
45 to 60 minutes and filter by the muslin cloth [9]. The extract was 100% concentration and this experiment take five different 
concentration of extract such as 2%, 4%, 6%, 8% & 10% was used. 
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C. Selection Of Test Plants 
In the present study, Corinderum sativum, Trigonella foenum graecum, Spinacia oleracea seeds were selected for the examination 
these were collected from Anand Agriculture University, Anand. 

D. Seed Soaking 
The seaweed extract was prepared with different concentration viz., 2%, 4%, 6%, 8%, 10%.The seeds surface was sterilized with 
0.1% Hgcl2 up to 1-2 minutes and washed help of distilled water. Then seeds were soaked in particular and individual doses of 
seaweed liquid fertilizer up to 24-48 hours at room temperature for better germination and early growth.  

E. Preparation Field For Seed Germination 
All healthy selected vegetable seeds primed in each concentration of seaweed extract and sawing in enough space in each field. 
Water is sprinkle after sawing seed for maintaining the moisture content. Seaweed extract applied by soil drench method with 
selected duration time. Measurement of growth parameter like root length, shoot length, seedling length, seed viguor index, seed 
stamina index and biochemical parameter of chlorophyll-a, chlorophyll-b, total chlorophyll, carotenoid. Protein was determined by 
Lowry method. Total carbohydrate was determined Anthrone method. 

III. RESULTS AND DISCUSSION 
In the world, the use of seaweed extract should be urged to avoid environment pollution by heavy dose of chemical fertilizer soil. 
The growth increasing probable of seaweed might be qualified to the presence of carbohydrates, protein, macro and micro elements 
[10]. In a maximum results of occurrence of 6% concentration of Sargassum wightii & Sargassum johnstonii on plant of 
Corinderum sativum, Trigonella foenum graecum, Spinacia oleracea [11]. The seaweed extract is different type concentration 
treatment expanded. The seed growth and germination significantly when compared to the control and developed of organic 
vegetable transplants has been achieved the utilize of both liquid and soil property of organic fertilizers [12]. Organic improvement 
such as compact and manure had been also proven to be a very superior source of fertilizer in container growth of organic plant 
production [13]. The results are presented in Table 1, 2 and 3 of plants Corinderum sativum, Trigonella foenum graecum and 
Spinacia oleracea, respectively of germination. 

  
A. Trigonella Foenum Graecum 
Present study of 15 days, 30days, 45days and 60 days plant on Trigonella foenum graecum  in 8% concentration higher growth are 
observed.  Root length; shoot length, seedling length 8% concentration is given a good result compare of other percentage 
concentration and control. Day by day good improvement observed in this 8% concentration. 2.17±0.091, 3.7± 0.158, 10.57±0.158, 
13.97±0.133 growth are occurrence in root length of 15days,30days, 45day, 60 days on plant of  Trigonella foenum graecum. Shoot 
length growth are observed 13.53±0.141, 30.5±0.158, 45.02±0.158 and 54.07±0.202 respectively. in a seedling length of this plant 
was marking 15.7±0.197, 34.2±0.493,55.59±0.235 and 68.04±25.963. In a SVI give a good performance of the germination. Root 
length was observed highest 15.26±0.60cm in 20% concentration of seaweed extract with optional level of control and where as 
14.83±0.15cm in plants that was received from 20% seaweed extract alone[14]. 

TABLE Ⅰ. Effect of seaweed extract of Ulva lactuca on the growth of Trigonella foenum graecum 

 
(Results=Mean±std) 
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B. Spinacia Oleracea 
The plant of Spinacia oleracea  increase a highest growth of 8% to compare of other concentration and control. Plant growth 
germination parameter like root length, shoot length, seedling length, SVI, SSI.  In a root length 3.08±0.118, 9.75±0.179, 
14.27±0.135 and 16.75±0.172 respectly. 5.34±0.181, 22.1±0.568,32.54±0.276, 37.39±0.202 are occurrence a this type of shoot 
length growth on a Spinacia oleracea. in a Seedling vigour index growth are observed 839±21.297, 318±66.082, 
4681±32.400,3992±25.900 respectively. Good performance of SSI is on plant of Spinacia oleracea. SVI (seed vigour index) of 
germinating seeds have profound impact on the establishment and crop yield [15].  

TABLE Ⅱ.  Effect of sea weed extract Ulva lactuca on the growth of Spinacia oleracea 

 
(Results=Mean±std) 

C. Corinderum  Sativum 
Root length, shoot length and seedling length the 6% are higher and better growth occurrence plant on Corinderum sativum. 
Compare of other concentration 6% is give high germination of plant Corinderum sativum. maximum growth of 15days, 30days, 
45days and 60days in a 6% in this plant. 2.78±0.115, 7.35±0.153, 7.24±0.137, 8.52 ±1.694 this types growth are occurrence in root 
length. Shoot length in a giving of performance of 5.27± 0.219, 18.47± 0.209, 27.84± 0.194, and 33.22± 10.505 respectively. 
Corinderum sativum giving best results of SVI& SSI. The effect of SLF (seaweed liquid fertilizer) on vegetables plants achieving 
the quality of the soil and increase the plants germination growth and crop production yield. Improve of early germination by 
priming treatment compared to untreated unprimed seeds [16]. Seed vigour can be defined as the seed which define uniform 
emergence, potential for faster, normally development seed under a full range of fill condition. It’s important to vigour, test the 
quality performance of ability of seed compared to the untreated seeds know its true ability [17]. 
TABLE Ⅲ: Effect of seaweed extract Ulva lactuca on the growth of Corinderum sativum 

 
(Results=Mean±std) 
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D. Bio-Chemical Parameters 
The biochemical parameters of chlorophyll-a, chlorophyll-b and total chlorophyll, Carotenoid , Protein content of Trigonella 
foenum graecum, Spinacia oleracea, Corinderum sativum of plant presented in the following figures-1,2,3,4,5&6  Respectively 
which was treated by Trigonella foenumgraecum, Spinacia oleracea 8% concentration and Corinderum sativum 6% concentration of 
seaweed extract of Ulva lactuca on 60 days. In seedling of wheat, highest total chlorophyll (20.62 µg/g fr. Wt) was recorded at 20% 
liquid fertilizer concentration of  S. vulgare  followed by result obtained at 20% liquid fertilizer of C.tementosum (18.186 and 3.952 
µg/g fr. Wt) acompared with the parallel control (13.883 and 2.404 µg/g fr. Wt) for total  chlorophyll [18]. 

 
Figure-1. Chlorophyll a content of vegetables plants. 

 
Figure-2. Chlorophyll b content of vegetables plants. 

 
Figure-3. Total chlorophyll content of vegetables plants. 
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Figure-4.  Carotenoid content of vegetables plants 

 
Figure-5. protien content of vegetables plants 

 
Figure 6: Carbohydrate content of vegetables plants 

In Trigonella foenum graecum plants, there was a noticeable increase in bio-chemical parameters when 8% of seaweed extract of 
Ulva lactuca was applied as a recorded on day 60. In a Trigonella foenum graecum in a chlorophyll a, b and total content of 
2.911±0.020 mg/g, 0.500±0.037mg/g , 3.411± 0.042 mg/g respectively. Carotenoid is pigment that gives a fruits, vegetables and 
most important role in bio-chemical parameter. In plants of Trigonella foenum graecum. The carotenoid content was available in 
this plants is 5.989±0.202µg/g. seaweed liquid fertilizer rich contain of carbohydrate compare to the other fertilizer.16.97±0.139 
%contain of protein is present. In Trigonella foenum graecum plants, the carbohydrate present amount of 44.86±0.130µg/g. 
Seaweed fertilizer the treatment of 1% concentration Ulva lactuca extract mixture with 50% suggested rate of chemical fertilizers 
increased lipid, protein and carbohydrate content in Tagetus erecta [19]. 
Plant of Spinacia oleracea , there was a noticeable increase in bio-chemical parameters when 8% of seaweed extract of Ulva lactuca 
was applied as a recorded on day 60. In Spinacia oleracea in a chlorophyll a, b and total content of 5.174±0.025mg/g, 
0.806±0.200mg/g , 5.989±0.207 mg/g respectively. Carotenoid is most important pigment in fruits, vegetables in plants of Spinacia 
oleracea. The carotenoid content was available in this plants is 30.266±0.207µg/g. seaweed liquid fertilizer rich contain of 
carbohydrate compare to the other fertilizer.14.96±0.156µg/g contain of protein present in this plant. In a  Trigonella foenum 
graecum plants the carbohydrate present amount of43.16±0.054%. 
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In Corinderum sativum, concentration of 6% noticeable increase in bio- chemical parameters of seaweed extract of Ulva lactuca was 
applied as a recorded on day 60. Plant of Corinderum sativum in a available chlorophyll a, b and total content of 7.719±0.006mg/g, 
2.00±0.020mg/g, 9.705±0.041m/g respectively. Plant of Corinderum sativum carotenoid content was available in plant is 
46.933±0.202µg/g. in a SLF high contain of carbohydrate compare to the other fertilizer. In this plant carbohydrate available 
amount is 26.63±0.148µg/g. protein is the one of the main bio-chemical parameter of the plant of Corinderum sativum. In plant of 
Corinderum  sativum available amount protein is 12.19±0.112%. 

IV. CONCLUSION 
The results obtained in this experiment showed this presoaking experiment seed with seaweed extract for improve and increase seed 
germination of selected plant of Corinderum sativum, Trigonella foenum graecum and Spinacia oleracea. the study showed that 
there is significant effect of treatments with seaweed extract from Ulva lactuca on bio-chemical parameter of chlorophyll a , b & 
Total , carotenoid, protein and carbohydrate. The seed priming is a new and unique method for improvement of healthy and fast 
seed germination. SLF as a Bio- primer material and this Bio- priming method is a organic, very easy, very cheap, easily available 
and eco-friendly. Now, this experiment using a green algae of Ulva lactuca on giving a results of in a plant of Trigonella foenum 
graecum and Spinacia oleracea higher growth are observed in 8% concentration when Corinderum sativum  6% concentration 
better growth are observed. Now days create a eco friendly environment and health benefits human and other living organism 
organic farming is a best option. 
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